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Hazyview man arrested in
possession of endangered Pangolin

SAPS arrests suspected Pangolin poacher
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was found in the back of the suspect's Bantam bakkie
A man has been arrested in Hazyview for being in possession of a Pangolin, following a tip-

off from a local community member.

On Tuesday September 27, a private game reserve near Hazyview received the tip-off that a
white Bantam bakkie was driving around town looking for a buyer for the Pangolin which is

the world’s most trafficked animal species.
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ALSO READ: Major Buscor routes closed across the Lowveld
The reserve immediately alerted local security companies and Hazyview SAPS who made the
arrest opposite the Sasol garage as you enter Hazyview from White River.

Some game reserves in the Lowveld have reported an increase in Pangolin numbers in the
last two years and this may be partly attributed to the arrests and convictions of rhino

poachers who also traffic in other protected species.

All eight species of Pangolin found in Africa and Asia are red-listed as ‘threatened’ by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), though they have become critically

endangered in some areas across southern Africa.

ALSO READ: R538 in Masoyi open to buses, taxis operating as normal
New data from TRAFFIC confirms that at least 23.5 tonnes of Pangolins and their body parts
were trafficked in 2021, despite the Chinese government banning the use of Pangolin scales

in traditional medicine in 2020.

Last year the Pretoria Magistrates Court sentenced a man found in possession of a Pangolin
to ten years behind bars, sending a clear signal to would-be traffickers: leave our protected

species alone, or else.
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