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DURBAN - A 45-year-old man convicted of rhino poaching was
sentenced to 28 years in prison by the Empangeni Regional Court.

Michael Kleinbaas Masuku was convicted of conspiracy to hunt rhino, two counts of
hunting/killing a protected species and one count of hunting without a permit.

Story continues below Advertisement

The National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) regional spokesperson Natasha Kara said
the incident took place in the Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve in October 2018.

Kara said before the incidents, Masuku had also conspired with another man to go
into the game reserve to kill rhinos for financial gain.

Describing the incident, Kara said the men were armed with the necessary weapons
and tools and gained access to the game reserve, where they shot one white and one
black rhino.

Story continues below Advertisement

“They removed two horns from the first rhino and one horn from the second rhino
before fleeing,” said Kara.

Investigations led to Masuku, and he was arrested shortly after, she said.

During the court proceedings, regional court prosecutor Sharon Bux led evidence of
cell phone mapping, showing that Masuku travelled from Mpumalanga to Hluhluwe
before the incident.

Story continues below Advertisement

“A state witness also gave evidence linking Masuku directly to the crimes, especially
the shooting of the rhinos,” said Kara.
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Kara said the accused was sentenced to eight years imprisonment for conspiracy and
10 years imprisonment for each of the other charges.

“While he was sentenced to a collective 38 years imprisonment, the court ruled that
some sentences will run concurrently, resulting in an effective 28 years
imprisonment,” she said.

Story continues below Advertisement

The NPA congratulated the prosecution and investigating teams on a job well done.

“The NPA welcomes the sentence and conviction. Rhinos are on the endangered
species list, and we have a duty and a mandate to protect and preserve them,” it
said.
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