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Rhino poaching has been rife in the Kruger National Park in recent years and rangers have expressed concern at the courts taking too long to convict alleged poachers. Picture: Shelley Kjonstad/ African
News Agency (ANA)

Kruger National Park rangers say courts not taking rhino poaching seriously
By  8h agoMashudu Sadike 

Pretoria - Kruger National Park section rangers have expressed concern at the courts taking too long to convict alleged rhino poachers
arrested in the facility, despite evidence.

Speaking to the Pretoria News, Karen Keet, the head ranger at the Phalaborwa gate, and Andrew Desmet, who heads the Letaba section
within the Kruger National Park, said they often arrested poachers.
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However, they never get convicted because of laxity within the judiciary system.

The two claimed the system seldom took the matter seriously.

“We’ve come to realise that courts have no understanding of how detrimental rhino poaching is. We do the hard work of arresting the
poachers, but they end up being let free because the cases drag on for a long time.”

They said that in one instance they had caught three suspects and realised one of them had been caught a year before and allowed out
on bail, only to be arrested again for the same crime.

“We get subpoenaed to court once every so often, but there are too many postponements and the guys get bail anyway, and the first
thing they do is go back to their poaching ways,” the pair said.

Keet and Desmet have 30 years field ranger experience between them.

Rhino poaching has been rife in the Kruger in recent years, with rhino horn being a status symbol and in mostly Asian countries believed
to possess medicinal qualities.

The numbers of rhino have dropped by over 60% in the last 10 years in the Kruger. This is despite government pumping in hundreds of
millions of rand to curb poaching.

Conservation authorities say thatt here are about 20  000 rhinos left in the world, with 2  000 poached in the last three years. South
Africa is home to 80% of the rhinos that remain. According to South African National Parks (SANParks) head of conservation Dr Luthando
Nziba, in 2019 there were 3  549 white rhinos and 268 black rhinos left.

The rangers said you could drive for about three weeks within the Kruger and not see one rhino, because of the poaching. Sometimes
poaching was an inside job.

“It’s not just strangers that come and poach … a few months ago we caught an environmental officer who was carrying a rifle, intending
to shoot a rhino.

The officer was let out on bail. If you let someone like that out on bail, it only spells trouble, because they know the park well,” the
rangers said.

SANParks spokesperson Ike Phahla said: “Our competence ends after apprehension of the poachers. SAPS open the docket and the NPA
handles the prosecution and SANparks becomes the complainant.

“The court determines whether an accused deserves bail or not, remembering that a person is presumed innocent until proven
otherwise. The SAPS can speak on specific cases but we don’t determine whether one gets bail or not.”

The National Prosecuting Authority had not responded to questions from the Pretoria News at the time of going to publication.

Meanwhile, SANParks last week commended the NPA in Mpumalanga on the successful prosecution in two long-standing rhino
poaching trials in the Mhala Regional Court.

In February three accused, who were arrested in August 2018, were sentenced after a long trial by the Mhala Regional Court.

They were all found guilty of rhino poaching-related charges, including the possession of two sets of rhino horns, a high calibre hunting
rifle, ammunition and trespassing in a national park with the intention of committing crime and the illegal hunting of an endangered



23/03/2021 Kruger National Park rangers say courts not taking rhino poaching seriously

https://www.iol.co.za/pretoria-news/news/kruger-national-park-rangers-say-courts-not-taking-rhino-poaching-seriously-792f17c9-7429-481c-a03e-7b7b… 3/6

animal.

Pretoria News

CRIME AND COURTS

SHARE THIS ARTICLE:

Search IOL

FOLLOW IOL

Advertisment

RELATED ARTICLES

Significant decline in
rhino poaching since
start of lockdown

Rhino poaching down a
third during lockdown

Rhino poaching down by
more than 50% thanks
to Covid-19 lockdown

 ON IOLTRENDING

#CORONAVIRUS #KINGGOODWILLZWELITHINI #JAZZFIX2021

Advertisment

https://www.iol.co.za/tags/crime-and-courts
https://www.facebook.com/PretoriaNewsSA/
https://www.twitter.com/pretorianews
https://www.instagram.com/pretoria.news/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeQFd7S6urAw6mm0kS4xuhg/?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/significant-decline-in-rhino-poaching-since-start-of-lockdown-48418174
https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/mpumalanga/rhino-poaching-down-a-third-during-lockdown-8c04a969-3034-48f3-8c46-75ed70fca3f3
https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/rhino-poaching-down-by-more-than-50-thanks-to-covid-19-lockdown-ce21d7f2-2297-45d1-906d-8bfc3a9a38c1
https://www.iol.co.za/trends/coronavirus
https://www.iol.co.za/tags/king-goodwill-zwelithini
https://www.iol.co.za/trends/ctjazzfest

