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South African national parks declare war
on poachers

By xinhuanet.com - Feb 4, 2020

Elephants

South Africa is escalating the fight against poaching using different
means and collaborating with other countries in the midst of increased
activity by illegal hunters, said South African National Parks (SANParks)
on Tuesday.

Kruger National Park (KNP) general manager Isaac Phaahla briefed the media
about the interventions they are putting in place to fight poaching.

He told Xinhua that they have employed a retired military general to train the
rangers to fight poaching. They are also using the helicopter to track and arrest
the illegal poachers.

“We have introduced one of the most effective technique of canine (dogs unit)
who have a high conviction rate, radar system, early detection watching system to

protect the animals, flora and fauna,” said Phaahla.

They also trained some environmental monitors who stay in the community near
the park to report suspicious actions.

He stated that they are cooperating with Mozambique, China and Zimbabwe to
fight against poaching.

KNP is the third biggest national park in the world. Some animals and plant
species in the park are facing extinction.

In January 2020 the KNP experienced 70 poacher activity. A total of 13 poachers
were arrested and six high calibre guns were confiscated. Enditem
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