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,\FRIC.-\:S.: I ll'RI' :S-:1:\\"S 47. M1\RCI I 200'! 

Third HAA Symposium commemorating the 50'" annive1·sary of the publication of f'it ✓ Si­

mons· "Linrds of South Africa". 

Although Richard did not publish much, he was on occasion co-author. and a list of pub-

li cations is incorporated below. He was also Editor of Nyoka i\cws. a publication of the 

Transvaal I lcrpetological Association during 1983 and 1984. 

In 1991 he married Christia Rauch and in 199-1. following on the fragmentation of the 

former Transvaa l into four prn\·inces, they elected 10 move 10 the newly established i\onh 

West Conservmion and Tourism Goard where he \\ as employed as a f'icld Ecologist in the 

Ecological Support Section of the Protected Areas Management l)ivision. Much of the time 

he gathered baseline information on the poorly researched Molopo i\'aturc Resen·e including 

surveys of the \·egctation. hcrpctofauna and small mammals. but was also in\·olvcd in sur-

\·eys on other reserves as \\'CII as contnbuting 10 the compilation of management plans for 

various parks. In 2003 he \\'as appointed Regional Ecologist: 8ophima District and \\'.lS re-

sponsible for the compilation of management pL.ins for .\1olopo. SA Lombard. f31ocmhof 

Dam and Wolwcsprult Nature resc1Yes among others. During the last t\\'0 years he also con-

tnbuted to\\'ards the revision of \Tgctation maps of some rescrYes and played a substantial 

role in the surveys. This \\'as ongoing until his 11ntimely death on the 17th February 2009. 

Richard \\'US a kind, generous and outspoken man. a rare breed who \\·as al\\'ays dedi-

cated to the task at hand. A sociable man and humani tarian. he \\·as \\'e li liked and respected 

by all who nc\\' him. Richard had a good r::ipport mth. and \\·as an inspiration to, many of his 

colleagues, especially the junior staff many of whom \·ie\\C:d him as their mentor. He \\'3S an 

a1·dent golfer but unfortunately his health deteriorated substantially during the past 1-1 years. 

affecting his acti\·e lifestyle. 

In the words ofa colleague. his death is ;1 great loss to the North \Vest P;irks • oard, espe-

cially at this time \\'hen a proper assessment of the sustainability of so many aspects \\'hich 

arc permitted to take place in the parks is sorely needed. But it ;ictually goes further than 1h:n. 

I le \\';JS a 11n11 of great integrity. a true conse1Yat1011ist. a friend and colleague, and \\ e arc the 

poorer for his passing. 

Publications 

'.\1:11·BrnY, R. , 1993. Po\\'cr 10 Con/J-/11.1 gigwllrn.,. l'rocccd1ngs of the f'ivSimons Com-

memorati\-C Symposium. South African l.1/ards: 50 years of Progress and Third 1-1 A.A. 

Symposium on African llc1-pctology. Trans\·aal .\1useum. Pretoria. 

l'ETl:RSE:S.: , \V. , NE\\"llERY. R.E. & '.: .I-LG. J.\COllSI.'-. '.\.11.G .. 1985. Curdrlus gi_~a11tc11s is 

Alive and Well and Li\·ing at R1etpoort . Fo1111a & Flom -n: 26-29. 

J,\COBSl:'-1, :-.:.H.G.. NEl\"Bl:RY. R.E .. & Pi 11 RSI-..:. \\" .. I 98(, . .-1 C/1c<-klisl of the llapc10-

.f11111w 0(1!,e Trans\"(/al l'm1111nol Xon,rc i<c.,c!Tcs. Tran,\aal D1\ 1sion of i\ature Con-

servation, Pretoria. 

.I.\COllSl:'-. N.H.G .. N1:11·1iERY. R.E .. & 1'1.11 1:s1-,. \\· .. I 99tl. On the ecology and conse1Ta-

tion status of Cord.-lus gigo111c111 A. S1111th Ill the Tr;ms\ aal. S .-i(i· . .J. /.ool. 1990. 25( I): 

61-66. 

J.,\COllSE\J. i\.H.G .. NE\l"Bl:R Y, R.E., Ill· \\Ii· I. i\1..1 .. \'11.101-' . PC.. & l'IETrnSl:N. [ .. 1991. 

A contribution to the ecologJ of the Steppe pangoll!1 ,\/01//.1 1rn1111i11ckii in the Trans-

\·aal. 7-. Sa11g cticrk111ulc 56 : '!-1-100. 

Xalura/ I li.,w1:\· Noles 

I NATURAL HISTORY NOTES 

REPTILIA: SAURIA; SQUA:\IAT A 

GEKKONIDAE 

Rlwptropus hradjic:ldi Hewitt, 1935 

Bradficld's Namib Day Gecko 

REPRODUCTION 

I 

During October 2008 \\"e visited the coast of Namibia. South of Wlotzkas Baken 

(22°25'46"S. 14°27"38"£, alt. Im.) we encountered an isolated rocky site on hard 

sand. It is a 200m wide strip of grey-black dolerite boulders of varying s izes, ex-

tending inland from near the beach (See Google Earth). Rhoprrop11s bmdfie!di oc-

curs here in association with R .afi:r and Agama a11chicrae, as well as the nocturnal 

geckos P//chyducryl11s hico!or and Cho11drodacr_1-/11s r11m c:ri ssp. Bradfield"s Namib 

Day Gecko matches the dark colour of the rocks. being black with lighter mottling. 

Adults of this species were only found on the larger boulders ( < Im) and in pairs. In 

suitable cracks. eggs were found glued to the rock. as well as shell remains from 

previous seasons. 

On 22 October 2008, a fresh clutch of eggs was found lying on sand under a flat 

stone, measuring about 7 x 7 cm, and 3 cm thick. These eggs were stuck together 

longitudinally and measured 12.1 x I 0.1 mm and 12.5 x I 0.2 mm. Initially these 

eggs were pure white but two days later were pink. \\"hich indicated that they had 

been fertilized. They were placed in an incubator with a clay temperature of 28°C, 

IYhich \\'as decreased to 24°C at night. On 19 January 2009, after 89 days, these 

eggs hatched. The first hatchling emerged at I OhOO. shedding its skin within the 

follO\\·ing JO minutes, while the second hatched an hour la ter, shedding its skin 20 

minutes later. Their snout wnt lengths \\·e re 22.1 111111 and 22.9 111111 and the tail 

lengths 23.2 111111 and 21 .8 111111. Their colouring was grey \Yith black and l ighter 

speckles . 
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Rhoptropus brar(fleldi. Hatchling and juvenile. Photo: \t1irko 13arts 

.j() 

\'t111tral //1,ton \Otc , 

REPTILIA: SQL HIATA: SERPEYfES 

ATRACTASPJDIDAE 

.-l111hlymlip.111s po~rlepis po~rlepis (Bocage. 1873) 

Common Purple-glossed Snake 

DI ET 

At l 5h..J5 011 12 December 2007 an adult A 111h/rnt!ip.w., JI. poh-!e11i.1 ,,·as c:ip-

tun:d hy \\l\tlA in the grounds or the Scdi:i Ri\'C·rside I lotcl in \1aun. Bots11ana 

( l 9''5T09.26"S. 23''2S . ..J0.26"E: I 92.:,CD: 9--12 m). The collector (\\l\1A) 11as in-

formed that "two snakes wen: fighting" and upon :in-il'::il at the scene. one of thcse 

had been S\\'alloll'ed. Shortly after capture the snake regurgitated an adult An-

chieta ·s Spadc-snouted \\lor111 Lizard. M1mo11el1is w1cl1ieta('. which it had S\\'al-

l011·ccl head-first (Fig. I). This incidcnt occurred on manicured grass beside a ro11· 

of shruhs (< I 111 111 height) in an area II here the soil 11·as q:ry sanely. The snakc 11·as 

measured (SVL Ci68 111 111. tai l length --12 111m). photographed and released the f'ollo11-

ing day. The amphisbacnian \\'as 111 near-perkct condition. It 11·as presen-cd in 

,·odka. later transferred to ethanol and c,·entually dcposited at the Trans,·aal \tlu-

seum. Pretoria (T\tl 85580) by SB. 

The amphisbaenian had a S\IL of about :S07 111111 (antcrior part of body from 

snout to pectoral region could not be straightened) and tai l length of IS mm. Col-

our: Dark bro11n dorsal pigmentation uniformly from nuchal region to tail tip and 

cxtcnding to lateral sulci: belly for thc mo~t part 1111maculatc cream: underside of 

tail cream II ith bnrn 11 blotches. Lepidos1s (according to Broad Icy, Gans & Visser. 

I 976. 8111/ .-lmff .. 1/11.1 . .\'at. 1/i.,1 157[ 5 ]: :SI :S---185 ): Tll'o azygous hcad shields: :S rd 

supra labial sq1aratcs ocular from 2nd supralahial: onc prccloacal pore on either side 

or the ,·ent: cight caudal annuli: four l011g1tudmally p:irallcl pectoral segments: 190 

1111d-dorsal hody annuli: 173 mid-,·entral body :rnnuli (body annuli counted from I st 

rn,, postcrior to enlarged 3rd supralabial to rn11 anterior to enlarged precloacal 

plate: in pectoral region the 1-cntral count 11as taken :is four. corresponding to the 

number or dorsa l annuli in this rcgion). 

l.ikL' many other atractaspidid sn:ike, such a, .\'c11ouda111m and .-ltracwspis. 

snakes or 1hc genus .-l111h~rnt!i11.,as prey ma111ly Oil smkes and linrds. cspccially 

legless. burro1,·i11g and fosso rial spL·cics ( Broadky ('/ al op cit.: Sh inc. 13ranch, 1 lar-

kl\\. \\'ebb & Shine 2006. Co11cia 200(>( I]: l 0.~- l 15 ). :\mphisbaenians ha,-c becn 

rccordcd 111 thc diet or thrcc species or . l111h/nn!,1,.1a1: both .·I. 1wh-/epi., l, i/clehra11t!-

111 and . I /..uw11gc11.1is io11iclc.1i prey Oil L1Jl',•r1tl_'.!.('I 1n11ccl,·,11. ,, hile .·I. \'('lltri111ac11-

lata indude, L\'_!!.11.111is q11aclnfm11., in its diet ( Broad Icy I 97 I. 0cc. Pap ,\'a/. /\/1/\ .. 

~, 
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Rhod. [84] 33: 629-697) and Shine et al. (op. cit.) recorded Zygaspis (one of which 

was identifiable as Z. violacea) in the guts of three A. po~rlepis (subspecies not 

specified). However, this note provides the first record of Monopeltis in the diet of 

A. polylepis. The only other snakes known to prey on Monopel!is anc/1ietae are 

Xenocalamus bicolor and Atractaspis bibronii (Shine et al., op cit; I3roadley et al. , 

op cit.). 
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Amblyodipsas p. po~1-/epis from Maun, Botswana, regurgitating a Mm1ope/1i.1 an-

chietae (TM 85580). Photo: Wesley Anderson 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTIONS 

REPTILIA: SQUAMATA: SAURJA+­

AMPHISBAENIDAE 

Zyga.,pis vamlami are11icola Broadlcy & Broadlcy 1997 

Van Dam's Round-headed Worm Lizard 

Mozambique, Porto Hemique (between Boane and I3elevista, SSW of Maputo) 

(26°16'59.I0"S, 32°20'42.84"E; 2632AD; 21 m); 25 November 2007; D. Maguire; 

National Museum, Bloemfontein. NMB R8703-4 . Two specimens were collected 

in humic soil in the Lowveld Bioregion. 

Size: NMB R8703 (Fig. I) measured 155 mm SVL, 29 mm tail length; NMB 

R8704 was smaller but poorly fixed ( could not be straightened out) and had a trun-

cated tail. Colour: Both specimens were grey above, paler below, with the anterior 

part of the ventral plates darker grey; ventrally the tail was mostly dark grey. Lepi-

dosis (according to Broadley & Broadley 1997, Syntarsus 4: 1-24): Body annuli 202 

(NMI3 R8703 ), 198 (NMB R8704): caudal annuli 42 in NMB R8703. Boih speci-

mens had 28 dorsal and ventral segments in a midbody annulus, four precloacal 

pores; one postocular scale, one temporal shield, and no post-supralabials. 

Broadley & I3roadley (op cit.) recorded this subspecies from northern KwaZulu-

Natal, southern Mozambique and south-eastern Zimbabwe, while Litschka, Koen & 
Monadjem (2008, African He,p News 46: 24-25) recently added north-eastern Swa-

ziland to its range. The new record bridges the gap between localities in northern 

KwaZulu-Natal, Swaziland and around Maputo in southern Mozambique. 

Submitted by 
MICHAEL F. BATES (Department of Herpetology, National Museum, P.O. Box 

266, Bloemfontein 9300, South Africa) and DAVID MAGUIRE (McGregor Mu-

seum, P.O. I3ox 316, Kimberley, 8300). 

Fig. I. (Overleaf) 
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