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Third HAA Symposium commemorating the 507 anniversary of the publication of FitzSi-
mons’ “Lizards of South Africa™

Although Richard did not publish much, he was on oceasion co-author. and a list of pub-
lications is incorporated below. He was also Editor of Nyoka News, a publication of the
Transvaal Herpetological Association during 1983 and 1984,

In 1991 he married Christia Rauch and in 1994, following on the fragmentation of the
former Transvaal into four provinces, they clected to move to the newly established North
West Conservation and Tourism Board where he was employed as a Field Ecologist in the
Ecological Support Section of the Protected Arcas Management Division. Much of the timic
he gathered bascline mformation on the poerly rescarched Molopo Nature Reserve including
surveys of the vegetation, herpetofauna and small mammals, but was also involved in sur-
veys on other reserves as well as contributing to the compilation of management plans for
various parks. In 2003 he was appointed Regional Ecologist: Bophima District and was re-
sponsible for the compilation of management plans for Molopo, SA Lombard. Bloemhof
Dam and Wolwespruit Nature reserves among cthers. During the last two years he also con-
tributed towards the revision of vegetation maps of some reserves and played a substantial
role in the surveys. This was ongoing until his untimely death on the 17" February 2009.

Richard was a Kind, gencrous und outspoken man, a rare breed who was always dedi-
cated (o the task at hand. A sociable mun and humanitarian. he was weli liked and respected
by all who new him. Richard huad a good rapport with, and was an inspiration to, many of his
colleagues, especially the junior staff many of whom viewed him as their mentor. HC'\\-as an
ardent golfer but unfortunately his health deteriorated substantially during the past 14 years,
affecting his active lifestyle.

In the words of a colleague, his death is'a great loss to the North West Parks Board, espe-
crally ut this time when a proper assessment of the sustainability of so many aspects which
are permitted fo take place in the parks is sorelv needed. But it actually goes further than that,
He was a man of great integrity. a true conscervationist. a fricnd and colleague, and we are the
poorer for his passing.
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Natural History Notes

NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

REPTILIA: SAURIA; SQUAMATA
GEKKONIDAE

Rhoptropus bradfieldi Hewitt, 1935
Bradfield’s Namib Day Gecko

REPRODUCTION

During October 2008 we visited the coast of Namibia. South of Wlotzkas Baken
(22°25°467S, 14°27'387E, alt. Im.) we encountered an 1solated rocky site on hard
sand. Itis a 200m wide strip of grey-black dolerite boulders of varying sizes, ex-
tending inland from near the beach (See Google Earth). Rlioprropus bradfieldi oc-
curs here in association with R .afer and Agama anchietae, as well as the nocturnal
geckos Paclivdactylus bicolor and Chondrodactvlus tirneri ssp. Bradfield’s Namib
Day Gecko matches the dark colour of the rocks, being black with lighter mottling.
Adults of this species were only found on the larger boulders (< 1m) and in pairs. In
suitable cracks, eggs were found glued to the rock. as well as shell remains from
previous seasons.

On 22 October 2008, a fresh clutch of eggs was found lying on sand under a flat
stone, measuring about 7 x 7 cm, and 3 em thick. These eggs were stuck together
longitudinally and measured 12.1 x 10.1 mm and 12.5 x 10.2 mm. Initially these
eges were pure white but two days later were pink, which indicated that they had
been fertilized. They were placed 1n an incubator with a day temperature of 28°C,
which was decreased to 24°C at night. On 19 January 2009, after 89 days, these
eges hatched. The first hatchling emerged at 10h00, shedding its skin within the
following 30 minutes, while the second hatched an hour later, shedding its skin 20
minutes later. Their snout vent lengths were 22.1 mm and 22.9 mm and the tail
lengths 23.2 mm and 21.8 mm. Their colouring was ecrey with black and lighter
speckles.
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Natural History Notes
REPTILIA: SQUAMATA: SERPENTES
ATRACTASPIDIDAE

Amblyodipsas polylepis polylepis (Bocage. 1873)
Common Purple-glossed Snake
DIET

At 15h45 on 12 December 2007 an adult Ambivodipsas p. polvlepis was cap-
tured by WMA in the grounds of the Sedia Riverside Hotel in Maun. Botswana
(19°57°09.267S. 23°28740.26"E: 1923CD: 942 m). The collector (WMA) was in-
formed that “two snakes were fighting™ and upon arrival at the scene, one of these
had been swallowed.  Shortly after capture the snake regurgitated an adult An-
chieta’s Spade-snouted Worm Lizard. Monopeltis anchietae. which it had swal-
lowed head-first (Fig. 1). This incident occurred on manicured grass beside a row
of shrubs (<1 m in height) in an area where the soil was very sandy. The snake was
measured (SVL 668 mm. tail length 42 mm). photographed and released the follow-
mg day. The amphisbaenian was in near-perfect condition. It was preserved in
vodka. later transferred to ethanol and eventually deposited at the Transvaal Mu-
seum, Pretoria (TM 85580) by SB.

The amphisbaenian had a SVL of about 307 mm (anterior part of body from
snout to pectoral region could not be straightened) and tail length of 18 mm. Col-
our: Dark brown dorsal pigmentation uniformly from nuchal region to tail tip and
extending to lateral sulei; belly for the most part immaculate cream: underside of
tail ercam with brown blotches. Lepidosis (according to Broadley, Gans & Visser.
1976. Bull. Amer, Mus. Nat. Hist. 157[5]: 313-485); Two azygous head shields: 3rd
supralabial separates ocular from 2nd supralabial: one precloacal pore on either side
of the vent: eight caudal annuli: four longitudinally parallel pectoral segments; 190
mid-dorsal body annuli: 173 mid-ventral body annuli (body annuli counted from 1st
row posterior to enlarged 3rd supralabial to row anterior to enlarged precloacal
plate: in pectoral region the ventral count was taken as four. corresponding to the
number of dorsal annuli in this region).

Like many other atractaspidid snakes such as Nenocalamus and Atractaspis,
snakes of the genus Amblvodipsas prey mamly on snakes and lizards, especially
legless. burrowing and fossorial species (Broadley ¢f «f. op cit; Shine, Branch, Har-
low. Webb & Shine 2006. Copeia 2006[1]: 103-113). Amphisbaenians have been
recorded in the diet of three species of Admblvodipsas: both A. polviepis hildebrand-
vt and A katangensis ionidesi prey on Loverdger ionedesii. while A, ventrimacnu-
fata ncludes Zvgaspis quadrifrons inits diet (Broadley 1971, Oce. Pap. Nar. Mus..
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Rhod. [B4] 33: 629-697) and Shine er al. (op. cit.) recorded Zygaspis (one of which
was identifiable as Z violacea) in the guts of three A. polylepis (subspecies not
specified). However, this note provides the first record of Monopeltis in the diet of
A. polylepis. The only other snakes known to prey on Monopeltis anchictue are
Xenocalamus bicolor and Atractaspis bibronii (Shine et al., op cit; Broadley er al.,
op cit.).
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Amblyodipsas p. polviepis from Maun, Botswana, regurgitating a Monopeliis an-

chietae (TM 85580). Photo: Wesley Anderson

Ceagraphical Disiributions

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTIONS

REPTILIA: SQUAMATA: SAURIA+-
AMPHISBAENIDAE

Zygaspis vandami arenicola Broadley & Broadley 1997
Van Dam’s Round-headed Worm Lizard

Mozambique, Porto Henrique (between Boane and Belevista, SSW of Maputo)
(26°16°59.107S, 32°20°42.84"E; 2632AD; 21 m); 25 November 2007; D. Maguire;
National Museum, Bloemfontein, NMB R8703-4. Two specimens were collected
in humic soil in the Lowveld Bioregion.

Size: NMB R8703 (Fig. 1) measured 155 mm SVL, 29 mm tail length; NMB
R8704 was smaller but poorly fixed (could not be straightened out) and had a trun-
cated tail. Colour: Both specimens were grey above, paler below, with the anterior
part of the ventral plates darker grey; ventrally the tail was mostly dark grey. Lepi-
dosis (according to Broadley & Broadley 1997, Syntarsus 4: 1-24): Body annuli 202
(NMB R8703), 198 (NMB R8704); caudal annuli 42 in NMB R8703. Both speci-
mens had 28 dorsal and ventral segments in a midbody annulus, four precloacal
pores; one postocular scale, one temporal shield, and no post-supralabials.

Broadley & Broadley (op cit.) recorded this subspecies from northern KwaZulu-
Natal, southern Mozambique and south-eastern Zimbabwe, while Litschka, Koen &
Monadjem (2008, Afiican Herp News 46: 24-25) recently added north-eastern Swa-
ziland to its range. The new record bridges the gap between localities in northern
KwaZulu-Natal, Swaziland and around Maputo in southern Mozambique.
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Fig. 1. (Overleaf)
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