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R"A"C"  Jensen ,  W indhoek
Sen io r  P ro fess iona l  O f f i ce r  (Orn i tho logy )

Na tu re  Conserva t i on  and  Tour i sm,  S "W"A .  Admin i s t ra t i on

1 " Pre-ConqrS;_F_ T cur: Nor thern Terr@

Aus t ra l i a ,  t he  i s l and  con t i nen t  j - s  abou t  7  7 I7  ooo  knz  i n
a rea  ,  w i th  a  range  o f  c l ima tes  and  a  ra the r  f l a t  t opog raphy
(h ighes t  moun ta ins  abou t  1  8oo  m)  "  Hav ing  been  i so la ted  f rom
othe r  ma jo r  l and -masses  fo r  abou t  4o  m i l l i on  yea rs ,  by  wh ich
t ime however  many mode: :n genera were present ,  the Austra l ian
fauna l  reg ion  ( i nc lud ing  the  Papuan  o r  New Gu inean  Subreg ion )
conta j -ns many remarkable groups not  found e lsewhere in  the
wor ld ,  t he  mos t  remarkab le  (bu t  no t  en t i re l y  con f i ned  to  the
Aus t ra l i an  Reg ion )  be ing  the  subc lasses  o f  mammals  known  as
mono t remes  (egg - laye rs )  and  marsup ia l s "  The  b i rd  fauna  con -
s i s t s  o f  abou t  7oo  spec ies ,  i nc lud ing  seve ra l  endemic  Aus t ra -
lo-Papr ;  in  fami l ies and man) '  endemic lower  taxa.  In  order  to
fam i l i a r r - se  myse l f  w i th  th i s  f auna ,  bo th  fo r  compara t i ve  pu r -
poses and as a backgroun. l  for  the Tnternat ional  Orn i tho logi -
ca l  Congress  i n  Canber ra  (  sepa ra te  repo r t )  ,  f  unde r took  one
u i  u i re  s r  v ' e ra l  p re -congress  tou rs  o f f  e red  by  the  congress
o rgan ize rs "  My  cho ice  fe l l  on  the  Nor the rn  Te r r i t o ry  tou r
which covered the t rop ica l  ? 'semi-wet ,  nor thern coast  and the
? rog ress i ve l y  d r i e r  i n land  reg ions  sou th  to  A l i ce  Sp r ings  i n
the  dese r t i c  cen t re  o f  t he  con t i nen t .  

_
The  Nor the rn  Te r r i t o ry  o f  Aus t ra l i a  i s  some 1  352  Boo  km '
(52o  3oo  square  m l lgs )  i n  ex ten t  -  compared  to  Sou th  Wes t
r \ f r i ca r s  824  3oo  km ' "  f  t  i s  bas i ca l l y  ve ry  f 1a t ,  bu t  w i t h
a consj -derable var ie ty  of  habi ta ts  ranging f rom semi-deser t
in  the souLh at  the Tropic  of  Capr icorn,  to  semi- -wet  monsoon
t rop i - ca I  wood land  and  fo res t  a long  the  no r the rn  coas t "  To ta l
popu la t i on  j - s  abou t  9o  ooo ,  o f  wh ich  ha l f  l i ves  i n  Darw in ,
the  Te r . r i t o ry  cap i ta l "  Abou t  22  ooo  ou t  o f  t he  to ta l  a re
Abor ig ines ,  who  l - i - ve  mos t l y  i n  se t t l emen ts ,  l a rge  rese rves ,
or  the few towns"

Darw in  i s  t he  no r the rnmos t  Aus t ra l i an  c i t y  a t  I 2o  S ,  w i th  a
ho t  t rop i :a - ] -  c l ima te  d i v ided  sha rp l y  i n to  " the  Wet f '  and
" the  Dry "  seasons"  The  annua l  ra in fa l l  ave rages  abou t  L  5oo
Rff i r  fa l l ing bctween N'cvember and Apr i1 ,  but  somewhat  var i -ab le
w i th in  those  bounds .  W in te rs  a re  warm to  ho t ,  wh i l e  summers
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a re  sa id  to  be  unbearab le ,  wh ich  exp la ins  why  Darw in  has  the  h igh -
es t  pe r -cap i ta  bee r  consumpt ion  ra te  i n  a  na t i on  uncha l - l enged  as
wor ld  bee r -d r i nk ing  champ inns "

I  ar r ived in  Darwin af ter  a  somewhat  nerve-wrack ing journey dur i -ng
wh i l e  I  l os l  my  l uggage  tw ice ,  n i i ssed  a  p lane  once  and  was  p laced
under  r t a r res t ' ?  i n  S ingapore  fo r  seve ra l  hou rs  (as  a  v i sa - l ess  Sou th
a f r i can )  "  The  f i r s t  t h ree  m ishaps  were  rec t i f i ed  by  a  b r i l l i an t
se r ies  o f  manoeuv res  on  th -e  pa r t  o f  e f f i c i en t  a i r l i nes  s ta f f  t o
whom f  am e te rna l l y  g ra te fu l  (a l t hough  I  spen t  seve ra l  days  w i th -
n r r { -  m \ /  < r r i  r n l ss )  

"  The  l a t te r  expe r ience  I  ra the r  en joyed r  my  two
ass igned  gua rds  be ing  p leasan t ,  young ,  p re t t y  and  fema le "

On  2  Augus t  f  j o i ned  35 .o the r  o rn i t ho log i s t s  and  b i r dwa tche rs  f r om
a l l  "OVer  the  wor ld ' f o r  t he  tou r ,  wh ich  began  under  the  expe r t
l eade rsh ip  o f  D r "  M i chae l  R idpa th ,  ch ie f  o f  t he  l oca1  C"S" I "R .O"
l ^J i l d l i f e  Research  Ur , i t ,  and  h i s  t eam o f  young  f i e ld  ass i s tan ts
(  "unqua l i f i ed t t  bu t  ex t reme ly  know ledgeab le  and  en thus ias t i c )  "
Among  the  d i s t i ngu i shed  o rn i t ho log i s t s  and  zoo log i s t s  t ak ing  pa r t
were Si - r  A"  Laf rdsborough Thomson of  r rDi -c t ionary of  B i . rdsrr  fame
(U"x " ' )  r 'P ro f  I  H "  uendeLssohn  f r om Te l  Av i v  ( dese r t  b i o l ogy )  I  D r .
J im  l l egg ,  D i rec to r  o f  t he  B r i t i sh  T rus t  f o r  O rn i t ho logy  (U "K" )
and  Dr "  He lbe r t  F r i edmann  (U ,S"A" . )  o - f .  pa ras i t i c  b i . rds  i dme"

Around  Darw in  b i rd - l i f e  i s  excep t i ona l l y  r i ch  and  d i ve rse ,  due  to
the var j -e ty  of  habi ta ts  and the i -n terest ing s i tuat ion that  d i f fer -
en t  n i i g ran i s  v i s j - t  t he  a rea  a t  d i f f e ren t . seasons  f rom bo th  the
sou th  and  the  no r th .  The  hab i ta t s  v i s i t ed  i nc luded  Coas ta l  Mangrove
Monsoon ,  and  the  l oca l  re l i c t  Ra in  Fo res ts .  The  l a t te r  a re  sma1 I
pocke ts  s i t ua ted  i n  we t  dep ress ions  and  cons t i t u te  .an  i -mpover i shed
ve rs ion  o f  t he  Indo -Ma ldyan  ra in fo res ts ,  wh ich  a re  more  ex tens i ve
and  be t te r  deve loped  on  the  no r the rn  eueens land  pen insu la .  The
mangroves  a re .  cha rac te r i zed  by  a  l a rge l y  i nsec t i vo rous  aV i fauna ,
w h i l e  f r u j - t - e ^ f b r q  i r o  n r n p l p g p f  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f o r e s t  t y p e S ,  O U rY l v

exper t  gu ides  (pa r t  o f  , r  t o ta l  s ta f f  o f  abou t  3o  i n  t he  Wi ld l i f e
Un i t )  we re  ab le  to  exp la in  the  bas i c  eco logy  o f  t he  va r ious  hab i ta t s
ve ry  adequacb ly r  bes ides -  be ing  ab le  to  show us  a  l a rge  number  o f
the .  1oca l  b i rd  spec ia l i t i es  i nc lud ing  the  p r imS- t i ve  P ied  Goose
l i nse ranas  _semipa l -ma ta .
Bes ides  swamp and  open-wa te r  hab i ta t  rep resen ted  a t  Fogg  Dam,  the
other  habi ta t  se ' ln  arcund Darwj-n was the predominant  one of  most
o f  no r the rn  Aus t ra l i a  -  Ta lL  Euca lyp tus  Wood land"  f  was  s t ruck  by
i t s  s " l pe r f i c i a l  resemb lance  to  d ry  B rachys teg i -  Wood land  so  cha -
rac te r i s t i c  o f  t r op i ca l  A f r i ca r s  med ium ra i - n fa11  reg ions .  f t ,  t oo ,
has an annual -  f  i re  cvc le a

'e  Aepar teO by  coach  fo r  t he  A rnhemland  Esca rpmen t ,On 4.  August  w
border  of  a  vast  Ab-o; ig ine reserve"  Our  b i rd-watching was concen-
t rated in  the newly-proc la imed 3 6oo ha Kakadu Nat ional  Park a long
the  base  o f . , t he  esca rpmen t "  Th i s  was  ex t reme ly  w i l d  coun t r y ,  w i th
v i r t ua l l y  no  roads  -  i n  f ac t ,  i t  was  a  reve la t i on  to  see  how ou r
large bus managed to negot ia te some of  the sandy narrow t . racks.
Predominan: t  vegetat ion here was Eucalyptus woodland of  vary j -ng
he igh t ,  dens i t y  and  t ype ,  w i th  fo res t  pa tches  a t  t he  rugged  es -
carpment  base"  There are a number of  endemic p lants  and animals
j -n  the  reg ion ,  mos t l y  assoc ia ted  w j - th  the  P re -Cambr ian  sands tone
esca rpmen t  i - t se l - f  "  A  measure  o f  t he  l ack  o f  b io log i ca l  know ledge
: l ' r n , r f  { - h a  r a n i g n  ( t h e  C " S " f o R o O "  h a s  o n ] - y  b e e n , w o r k i n Q  o n  i t  f o r" " . , Y . - Y
two  yea rs )  was  the  fac t  t ha t  one  o f  ou r  he rpe to log j - ca l I y -o r i en ted
gu ides  caugh t  a  l a rge 'new r , , ra ran id  l i za rd  specJ -es  on  the  esca rpmen t
c l i f f s  du r ing  ou r  

' excu rs ion "
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The  c l ima te  he re  i s  somewha t  d r i e r  t han  a t  Darw in ,  and  as  j -n  Sou th
r , r - ^ . 1 -  a f - ;  ^ ^v rsDu  r - r r r rLc r r  i l os t  o f  t he  b i rd - l i f e  was  found  to  concen t ra te  a long
the  r i ve rs  i n  t h i - s ,  t he  d ry  season"  Dur ing  th i s  t j -me  mos t  o f  t he
wa te r  i n  t he  r i ve rs  s tands  i n  l a rge  poo ls ,  and  the re  a re  numerous
o the r  wa te r -ho ld ing  dep ress ions ,  ca l l ed  b j -11abor r9s  r  sca t te red
{-hrnrrnh { -ho countrys j -de"  Of  the endemj-c  b j - rds in  the regj -onr  w€ saw
two  honeyea te rs  (be long ing  to  the  exc lus i ve l y  Aus t ra lo -Ma lays ian
fami l y  Me l i phag idae )  and  a  p igeon"  fn  the  an th ropo log i ca l  l i ne r  w€
were  fasc ina ted  by  the  numerous  exce l l en t  examp les  o f  Abor ig ina l
rock  a r t  a long  the  c l i f f s "  The  pa i -n t i ngs  I  f ound  to  be  somewha t  l - ess
a r t i s t i - c  and  c rude r  than  ou r  Bushman  a r t "

Among  the  l a rge r  an ima ls ,  I  was  pa r t i cu la r l y  impressed  by  the  ex -
tens ive graz ing damage created by the immense numbers of  fera l  water
bu f fa lo  Buba lus  buba l i s  i n t roduced  in  the  NoTo  ea r l y  i n  t he  cen tu ry "
Commerc i -a l - ropping@rat ions are in  progress,  and an i -n tens ive
s tudy  o f  t he  bu f f a l o  was  begun  by  t he  C"S" I .R .O"  un i t  t h i s  yea r .

-  From Arnhemland we moved on 26o km to the south through progress ive-
' l r r  r l r i a r  a , r c A f y p l q g  W O O d S  a n d  " b g s h v e l d r r "  T h e  r i V e r S  O r  d r y  r i V e f -
beds  became p rog ress i ve l y  more  impor tan t  f o r  b i - rd -1 i f e ,  o f  wh ich
la rge  f l ocks  o f  pa r ro t s  and  cocka toos  were  the  mos t  s t r i k i ng ,

The  nex t  morn ing  we  f l ew  f rom Ka the r ine  to  A l i ce  Sp r ings ,  cen t re -
po in t  o f  t he  Aus t ra l i - an  con t i nen t  and  I  2oo  km sou th  o f  Darw in .
"The  A l . i ce? rhas  a  popu la t i on  o f  abou t  13ooo ,  i s  s i bua ted  58o  m  above
sea leve l  and  has  a  ra the r  ed t reme con t i nen ta l  c l ima te  w i th  a  h igh -
' l  r r  o r r r . | -  i  r -  - a i n f  a 1 ]  3 y g ; . 3 g r i  n n  2 A a  m m  a  \ / r , ^ r  T h , :  / - ^ r l n t f y S i d e  h a d
e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  g o o d  r a i n y  s e a s o n  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  -
t h e  p a r a 1 l e 1 s  i n  f a c t  w e . r e  q u i t e  a s t o n i s h i n g :  i t  l o o k e d  f o r  a I I  t h e
w o r l d  l i k e  K a r i b i b  d i - s t r i c t ,  u n t i - l  o n e  n o t . j - c e d  t h a t  t h e  t r e e s  w e r e
e u c a l y p t s  a n d  t h o r n l e s s  u n - a c a c i a - l i k e  i t o  m e )  a c a c i a s "

. i , t . I i l i c e  S p r i n g s  t h e  t o u r  l e a c i e r s h i p  w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  C o l - i n  L e n d o n
o f  t h e  C " S " I . R " O o  I  s  R a n g : l a n d s  R e s e a r c h  S e c t l - o n ,  a n d  t w o  a s s i s t a n t s
f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  N . T "  R e s e r v e s  B o a r d  ( e q u i v a l e n t  b a s i c -
r r ' l r r  f n  A l , r  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s ) . "  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l e v e l)
, > f  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  n o t  q u j - t e  u p  t o  t h e  D a r w i n  t e a m t s ,  M r .  L e n d o n

-4roved very  knowledgeab le  on  the  loca l  av i fauna and the i - r  eco logy"
I  h a d  s o n e  v e r ) '  f r u j - t f u l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  h i m  o n  t e r m i t e - b i r d  r e -
l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a  s u b j e c t  c u r r e n t l y  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  R € r  a n d  o n  w h i c h  h e
h a s  d o n e  s o m e  w o r k  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  W e  v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  l o c a l i - t i e s
a r o u n d  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  a n d  s o m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  u n d c r t o o k  a  f l i g h t  t o
t h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  A y e r r  s  R o c k "

h m n n n  t h o  c n g g l s s s l a r  g e o l o g i c  f e a t u r e s  c l o s e r  t o  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  i s. I l l ' v I : Y

a  se r i es  o f  gaps  i n  t he  MacDonneL l  Ranges ,  a  h i l l  se r i es  r i - s i ng  up
to  3oo  me t res  f rom the  f l a t  p la ins "  R ive rs  run  th rough  these  gaps
f rom no r th  to  sou th ,  uhe  chasms  be ing  cu t  s t ra igh t - s ided  th rough
the  rock  to  the  l eve l  o f  t he  p Ia in "  These  spec tacu la r  shee r  go rges
o f  up  to  2oo  o r  25o  me t res  h igh  a re  though t  t o  have  a r i sen  f rom
water  act ion on the i ronbear ing quar tz i te  whj -ch breaks a long rathcr
symmet r i ca l  ve r t i ca l  f au l t  f i ssu res "  The  rock  wea the rs  to  a  redd ish
co ]ou r "  Rock  Wa l lab i -es  Pe t roga le  l a te . ra l i s  were  p len t i - f u1  he re  and
seemed to occupy a nichEff iTGT E-IFwhich a hybrid between
dass ies  and  k l i psp r i nge rs  m igh t  occupy "  S lmpson t  s  Gap  i s  a  na t i ona l
(=s ta te )  pa rk  o f  some 35  ooo  ha  i nc lud ing  one  o f  t he  more  spec ta -
cu fa r  go rges ,  w i th  a  t r i - ck l i ng  c reek  f l ow ing  th rough  i t "  The  gap
was  d i scove red  abou t  1oo  yea rs  ago ,  and  was  a  ca t t l e  ranch  un t i l
I 97o ,  d l t hough  one  square  m i le  i nc lud ing  the  ac tua l  gap  had  been  a
t l ese rve  s ince  1958"  The  NoTo  Reserves  Board  c rea tes  i t s  own  By -
l aws  f o r  t he  pa rks  undc r  i t s  con t ro l ,  wh i ch  havc  f u l l  l ega l  s t and inE"
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S o m e  e x a m p l e s :  n o  f i r e s "  f i n e  R l O O ;  p r o p e r  r u b b i s h  d i s p o s a l ,  f i n e
R q n .  n . )  l - r o j .  1 -  

' l  
e . ' . h r e a k ' i  n r r .  f i n a  R 5 C ) :  l t s p  f o ' i  l a f s  f i n e  t r l O O :  r : o  f i o h ii \ J V  t  I M V  U  e I U  l \ e v  t

i n g  o r  b a d  l a n g u a g e ,  f i n e . 1 5 O "  F o r  b e i n g  d r u n k ,  a  f i n e  o f  R 2 O "
T h e r e  i s  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  b o o k l e t  o n  t h e  P a r k ,  w h i c h  h a s  n o  f a c i l i t i e s
o t h e r  t h a n  a  p i - c n i c  g r o u n d  a n d  o n e  r o a d  t o  t h e  G a p  i t s e l f "  S o m e
1 3 O  b i r d  s p e c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  ( a  m u c h  s m a l l e r  a r e a  i - n  s i r n r l a r -
l o o k i n g  h a b i t a t ,  a n c l  w i t h  s i m i l a r  c l j - m a t e  i n  S o u t h  W e s t  A f r i c a  h a s
2 O O  s p e c i e s ' "  A m o n g s t  o t h e r s  w e  s a , . r  ? e r e g r i n e  F a f  c o n  l g l g g  p e r g :
g r i n u s  a n d  A u s t r a f j . a ' s  l a r g e s t  r a p t o r ,  t h e  W e d g e - t a i l e d  E a g l e
A q u i l a  a u d a x  h e r e "

A n o t h e r  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e a  v i s i - t e d  w a s  a  h u g e  p a c t . o c k  o r  c a m p
o f  a b o u t  B  O O O  h a  o n  w h i c h  t h e  C " S " I " R " O .  L a n d  R e s e a r c h  D i v i s i o n
i s  c o n d u c t i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s  o n  g r a z i - n g  y i e l d  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  m a n a g e . -
m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t o t a l  a n j - m a l  e x c L u s i o n  ( i " e "  t e r m i t e s  a l s o )  "  T h e
c o u n t r y  o f  t h i s  p a d d o c l -  v v a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  m u l g a  ( n c a c i a  a n e u r a )
s c r u b  a n d  b u s h ,  a  d o m i n a n t  p l a n t  f o r m a t i o n  o v e r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s q u a r e
k i l c m e t r e s  i n  t h e  C o n t r e "

I n  t h e  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  a l : e a  t h e : ' e  w e r e  f a . r  f e w e r  b i r d s  t h a n  a r o u n d
D a r w i n  I  r e c o r d e d  6 i .  s p e c i e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  L O I  c \ . i e r  a  s i m i l a r
n u m b e r  o f  d a y s "  T h e  f a c t  t i r a t  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  s p e c i e s  t h a n  i n
c o m p a r a b l e  p a r t s  o f  S o u r l '  ' r ' l e s L  A - i : i : a  i i r r . ) -  p r c r b ; r b i y  b e  a s c r i b e d  t o
t h e  m o r e  € . r r : r t i c  c l i m a t e l  i r r  t e r m s  o f  l : i r d  b i o m a s s  f o r  a  g i v e n
s e a s o n ' w i t h  e q u a l  : : a i  n f  a 1 l s  r  t h e  t w c ,  : : c g  . o n s  m r E l .  i .  w e l  l -  h a v e  m u c h
f  l - r a  c = m 6  € i  a r r r a c  a m a , r n  + h e  - i n ' L e f : C S t i n O  e n d e m i C S  S e e ; t  a f O U n d  A l i C e
n , i o h 1 .  t r r >  m e n f : . o n e 1 l  t h e  O w f 6 . f -  n i n h ' i ' i a : -  / r F 1 ^ 1 o t h o l 6 1 s  c , ^ i  s t a t u s  a n d

"  
' ' . .  

J  
r .  9 ? l  g .  . ' : . y - " _ : : _ - - : . : : : .  

: : : - ,  - -

Crested and P-r -umed Piseonsi  a : r  1  be ' - , - .nEl - [g  i , r  
-s t l - ' r ;E{-  

A l i :Era lo- -
Papuan  g roups . ,  A lways  a  P ro in ine t t t  f ea t -u r : c  o f  t he  Aus t ra l i an  av i -
f  a t t n a  -  n a r r o f  s  ' V e 1 .  e  h e i ; '  - , : F \ F r : c r : n 1 ' : r {  m r r q f  l w  h v  j i  f  f  e r e n f  s n p r - i  e s

?  _ v u r  - . - y !

t h a n  i n  t h e  n o r t h  j - n c l u d i : i 3  l a r g e  s v r a i : r n s  o f  B u d g e r i g a r s  l l s l g g ;
s i t t a c u s  u n d u l a t u s "  T h e  h i q h l r q h t s  f o i '  r n e  h o w e i r e r  w e r e  u n c i o u b t e d - .
l r r  f h o  r a m : - l r a h l e  b l u e  w r e n s - t - i n y  ' v a . r b l _ e ; : s  o f  t h e  s u b - f a m i 1 1 .  M a I u - .
r i n a e  r  d f l  A . u s t r a l o - P a p r : a n  e n d e i n i c  g r o r r p "  T h e  d a z z l i n S  b r i l l i a n c e
o f  t h e  I I l d f  e - c  i s  b r e a  l - 1 1 ' . ' - ' ; a . l r - " n g ,  w = . ' l - i  c o n p l : m e n t c d  b 1 '  t h e i r  m u s i c a l
v o i c e s ,  a  r a r e  c o m b i n ; 1 . ' : - l o n  i n  t h e  l : i r d  w o r l d ,  a n d  w h a t  a  c c ' ' r i - : ^  - : -
to  our  own drab  i : rsec t - - , " 'o i . ced  t i  nk  L - :  nk - i -es  "  A  b i rd  we looked f  o r
i n  v a i n  w a s  t h e  ^ u s i - L ' a l i a n  N i g h t  P a r r c t  g g e p s 1 _ t l e q t s  o c c i d e n t a l i s ,
l re ' l  i  r . r 'od -  I  ot . l  , ,^r i t i ' r  orr€- o ther Aus tral i -an parrO t  tO haye beC^ntc,
o v r  i  n r l - .  # h a ; g  a _ r " e  n O  _ f  e l i a . C 1 e  f  e C C _ r . d S  o f  r = . i  f  h , - r  s n g 6 i g S  j _ n  t h er y \

l a s t  f  i f  t y  y e a r s , ,

D u e  t o  t h e  c r i p p i i n j  s . l . . r i k e s  b y . ' a r i o r ' ;  a i r  p e : s o n n e 1 ,  w e  w e r e
d e l a y e d  f o r  t w o  a d d i t : - o n a l  n i 3 h t s  i n  e i i c e  S p r i n g s .  T h i s  e n a b l e d
u s  t o  s e e  m o r e  o f  t l r e  a : e a ,  b u t  w e  a r r j - v e d  i n  C a n b e : : r a  o n l y  o n  t l r e
e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  f  i r s t  c o n g r e s s  d a y "  l ' l u c h  t o  o u r  : e 1 i c f  ,  l r o w e v e r ,
i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  9 0 %  o f  t h e  e r r i v i n g  c o n g r e s s  m e m h e . r s  h a d  b e e n
s i m i l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  c f  . t i u s t r a l - i a ,  r : e s l r l t i n 3  i n
t h e  p o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  r - - h e  f  i r s . t  d a y ' s  p i - ' o c c e d r n g s , ,

2" M id -Congres_s E x c u r s i - o n :  T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e  R e s e . c v e ,  A . , C , T .

n - . ' r "  r - . ' ^  " - ' * . ' e  c h o i c e s  b e - i - n g  a y a i l a b - e ,  T  f o u r r d  m y s e J - f  w i t h  a b o u t\ J r r r y  L w u  v c r r u

2 A O  o t h e r s  h e a d e d  f o r  T i d b i r r b r l l a  i n  t h e  p r e - c i a . w n  h o u r s  o f  L 4
A u g u s t "  T h i s  r e s e r v e  o f  a b o u t  4  ^ O O  h . i  l i e s  4 0  k m  s o u t h w e s t  o f
Canber ra  anc l  has  a  somewhat  i - r igher  - ra - in fa l l -  tha i l  the  c i ty  (  7OO vs"
5 O O  m m ) "  T h e  a l t i c u d e  i s  s i m i l a r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  r a n g e  i s  g r e a t e r
( B O O  t o  I 6 0 0  m )  s i n c e  t h e  r e , s e n r e  l j - e s  a l o n g  a  r n o u n t a i n  v a l l e ' , ' "
T h e  o r i g i n a l  v e g e c a t i o n  t y p e  w e s  r , t r e c  a n d  D r y  S c l e r o p h y t l  ( m o s t l y
e u c a l y p t s )  F o r e s t ,  o f  i m p r e s s - ' i  r e  h e i c h t ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o w  r a t h e r
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pa t chy  s i nce  t he  hab i t a t  r vas  much  d i s t u rbed  p r i o r  t o  t he  rese rve rs
fu l l  es tab l i shmen t  i n  1964 "  T idb inb i l l a  i s  a  r ec rea t i on -zoo  pa rk
t " ^ ^  ! L r r -  ' r  -  -  a n i  m a  l  s  a n c i  b i r d s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  e n c l o s u r e s  a s  w e l l  a sL y P C  t  L l r O .  L  I J  ?  

q r r r r r t u r r  u r r v

w i l d "  T h e  w e a t h e r  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  w o r s e  d u r i n g  o u r  v i s i t  -

b i t t e r l y  c o l o  g a l e  f o : : c e  g u s t s  o f  w i n d  a n d  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s l e e t .
i \ r A \ r r i r 1 .  1 - r o ' l  p q q  m O S t  o f  t h e  ' r b i r d O S i l  e n t h u s i a S t i c a l l y  p l U n g e d  i n t O
t h e  f o r e s t s  a l o n g  t h c  s e v e r a l -  w a l k i n g  t r a i l s ,  a n d  w e r e  d u l y  r e w a r d c c i
w i t h  o l i m p s e s  o f  b e d r a g g l e d  K o a l - a  B e a r s  ( r e - i n t r o d u c e d )  ,  L y r e b i r c i s
M e n u r a  n o v a e h o l l a n d i a e  a n d  o t h e r s "  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b i r d s  w e r e  f e d
a 1 -  A  . r r r r r r r . r  o f  b i f d  t a b l e S  n e A r  t h o  n i  r - n i  r -  . t r o t l n r l s  -  n r € r S e n t i  n o  A n

Y r  v q t /

i n c r e d i b t e  s h o w  o f  c o l o u r "  T h e  g a u d y  r o s e l - l a  p a r r o t s  ( P l a t y c e r c u s )
a r r d  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  S a t i n  B o w e r b i r d  P t i l o ! q r h y n c h u s  v i o l a c e u s  i n
n a r f i  r - r r l  e r  i m n r o q q o d  m c , , . ' a  r ^ ' 6 r a  ^ r l 7 - G I G T E i T - i x r T T = i F n l a r r
P a I  L l L U l q !  I r l l y l  E P J S U  l r r E  -  W C i  W C I  g  O l > \ - ,  t s / u r  u  v u l l  L  v l p t J l q J

b o w e r  ( w h e r e  t h e  m a l - e  c o u r t s  t h e  f e m a l e )  n e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  s p e c i e s "
T o t a l  b i r d  s p e c l e s  k n o w n  f r o m  t h e  r e s e r v e :  1 1 5  ( D a a n  V i l j o e n  P a r k
r , v i t h  s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  a r e a ,  h i g h e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  h a l f  t h e  r a i n -
f a I l  h a s  1 9 7 )

3 "  C a n b e r r a  a n d  i t s  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n .

T h e .  C a n b e r r a  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  a r e  l o c a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
c a m p u s ,  b a r e l y  a  k i - o m e t r e  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  w h e r e  I  s t a y e d "  T h e y
o c c u p y  s o m e  5 0  h a  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  B l a c k  M o u n t a i n  ( a  s m a 1 l  h i l t :
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  w i t h  t h e i r  f l a t  c o n t i n e n t  m u l s t  b e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o -
v e r b i a l  m a k e r s  o f  m o u n 3 a i n s  o u t  o f  m o t e h i l l s )  "  T h e  G a r d e n s  w e r e
p l a n n e d  b y  C a n b e r r a r s  f  a m o u s  a - r : c h i t e c t ,  W a l t e r  B u r l e y  G r i f f i n ,  v r h o
a n r r i  q : n o r l  f  h a p  a s  b e i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y  p l a n t e d  w i t h  . , r u s t r a l i a n  f  l o r a  "
T h e  f i r . s t  n ' l a ^ . l - i n ^ c  i n  ^ c s p n f i a ' l l r r  r r i r o i n  l - r r r q h r r e l d -  l r r A F F  l ' r e n r r n  i nI r r s  I l ! o L  P r q r ! U r r r V J l  L L L  g J a s r ! L r q I f , y  v r r V l r r  J J L I ) r t V E : : I U t  W e ! E  U t : V ( - ] r l  f I

1 9 5 0 ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  I 9 7 O  l v e r e  t h e  G a r d e n s  o f f i c i a l l y  o p e n e d  t o  t h e
p u b l i c .  R e s e a r c h  o n  h o r t i c u l t u r e  o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,
a n d  a  s e r i e s  o f  b o o k l e t s  o n  g r o w i n g  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  i s  b e i n g  p r o -
d u c e d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c "  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  m y  v i s i t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  f a s c i -
n a t i n g  e x h i b i t  o n  p l a r r t  u s e  b y  t h e  A b o r i q i n e s  I  f o r r n e d  t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t l ' r e y  w e r e  f a r  m o r e  i n g e n i o u s  a n d  v e r s a t i l e  i n  t h i s
" t e c h n o l o g y i l  t h a n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  n a t i v e  t r i b e s "  O t h e r  p a r t i c u - , - - a . r l v
i n t o r e s f i n o  G a - i r d e n s  s e c t i O n s  w e r e  t h o s e  o n  p r o t e a s  ( d i f f e r e n t  f r O m
o u r s ,  a n d  v e r y  o r n a m e n t a l  t o o )  a n d  a c a c i a s "  T h e  l a t t e r  g e n u s  j s
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  o v e r  5 O O  s p e c i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  n e a r l y
3 O O  i n  A f r i c a ,  a n d  t h e  a c a c i a s  t h e r e  ( m a n y  c a 1 l e d  r r w a t t l e s i l
l o c a I l y ,  t o  a  S o u l h  A f r i c a n ' s  u t t e r  c o n f u s i o n )  a r e  a l m o s t  a l l
e n t i r e l y  t h o r n l - e s s  a n d  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  f r o m  o u r
f a m i l i a r  t y p e s "  A n  i n g e n i o u s  " r a i n  f o r e s t ,  h a s  D e e n  c r e a t e d  i n  a
s m a l l  g u l l y  ( k l o o f )  b y  u s i n g  " m i s t e r s ' t c  s p r a y  a  f i n e  m i s t  i n t o
t h e  a i r  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s ,  t h e r e b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  h i g h  r e l a t i v e
h t r m i c l i f v  a n c j  / - ^ n c 1 . a n r ' l . r  r . , o l  S U b S t r a t e "  N e e d l e S S  t O  S a v -  h i r d s  f i n dL v  J U J  

t  
v r ! u J  r r r r \

t h e  G a r d e n s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e m  t o  f e e d  a n d  b r e e d "  1 1 5
s p e c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  t h e r e  s o  f a r ,  l i s t e d  i n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e
s m a l l  b r o c h u r e "

I t  m a y  b e  o f  s o m e  i n t e r e s t  h e r e  t o  m e n t i o n  a  f e w  p o i n t s  r e g a r d i n g
C a n b e r r a t s  h i s t o r y "  I t  i s  a n  " a r t i f i c i a l i l  c a p i t a l .  l i k e  B r a s i l J - a ,
h a v i n g  b e e n  s p e c i a l l y  c r e a r - e C  f  o r  t i r i s  p u r p o s e "  L a n d  w a s  c e d e d
h w  N a r ^ r  S n r r i - h  I ^ r r ' r a -  c r - f ^  f o l  l o r n r i n o  r - o n S t i t U t j O n a l  D r o m l r l o a . | - i o n  i r rp l  t Y g w  J v u  u l l  y l c l l g >  >  L d L E ,  r v r r v w f , r r Y  L v t r -  *  I - *

19OO"  Thus  Aus t ra l i an  Cen t ra l -  Te r r j - t o ry  (A "C"T . "  )  bame in to  be j -ng
(91O squa re  m i l es ) "  The  des ign  o f  t he  c i t y  was  t h rown  open  t o
in te rna t i ona l  compe t i t i on ,  and  i n  1913  work  on  s i t e  beqan  under
d i r ec t i on  o f  t he  w inn ing  a r ch i t ec t ,  Wa l t e r  Bu r l ey  C r i f i i n  o f
Ch icago"  The  f i r s t  l r / o r l - d  War  impede . l  p rog ress  un t i l -  I 92O,  bu t  by
1927  pa r l i amen t  convened  i n  t he  cap i t a l  f o r  t he  f i r s t . t ime  ( " t em-
po re ry t '  headquar te rs  s ince  1901  had  been  j_n  Me lbou rne )  "

(To  be  con t i nued )
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I n h a 1 t :  R " A " C "  J e n s e n :  R e p o r t
A u g u s t - S e p t e m b e r  I 9 7 4

L i  t e r a t u r - H i n w e i  s e

on  Congrcss  Jou rney
( f o  be  con t i nued )

L ^  ^ , , ^ ! e - 1 . i  -
LL' -tslu D L! Cr -L -r CL 

t

LI  TERATUR-HI IV ' , ,  E I  SE

J O U R N A L  F U R  C R t ' t r T H O L O G r E ,  B d  "  1 1 6 ,  F I "  1 ,  1 9 7 5 :  N a c h t i g a t l ,  W o :
l r a a ; 1 € 1 " i ^ ^ ' r  " r d  G l , : i  l ' f  l r r r r -  t r i n f r r a h r i r n . r  i n  d i p  a c r c r r i r r n 3 m i S C h e  B e -V U V E ! r  r U V s r  u l - u  v l s l  L r  r u V  o  L r l l r U E l r ! U I 1 9  r l l  U I s  q E ! V u ) .

t r a c h t u n g s w e i s e  d g s  F l u e g e l s "  R o c k e n b a u c h ,  D " :  Z w 6 l f j ? i h r i g e  U n -
t e r s u c h u n g e n  z u r  O k o l o g i e  d e s  P i ? i u s e b u s s a r d s  ( B u t e o  b u t e o )  a u f  d e r
S c h w Z i b i s c h e n  A l b  -  R h e i - n w a l - d ,  G "  :  G e w i c h t s e n t w i c k l u n g b i n i g e r  n e s t -
j u n g e r  H d h l e n b r i i t e r  -  W i - i r d i n g e r ,  I  " :  V e r g l e i c h e n d  m o r p h o l o g i s c h e
U n t e r s u c h u n g e n  z u r  J u g e n d e n t w i c k l u n g  v o n  A n s e r -  u n d  B r a n t a - A r t e n  -
C r a j - g ,  A "  i  H o d e n r e i f  e ,  P r a c h t k l e i d  u n d  S c h n a b e l f i i r b u n g  b e i m  O r y x -
r ^ , c } . o r  l F r r n l a c l g g  O r i x )  -  D u r r e r ,  H "  u n d  W "  V i l l i n g e r :  S C h i l l e f S t r U k -\  u s y 4 v v

t u r  des  Kongop faus  (n f r opavo  congens i s  Chap in ,  1936 )  im  E lek t ronen - -
m ik roskop  -  Se ib t ,  I J " :  I ns t r umen ta ld i a l ek te  de r  K lappe r l e r che  M i ra - -
f r a  r u foc i nnamea  (Sa l vado r i )  "

P95$45 IEB IE ,  VoL "27 ,  No "2 ,  1975 :  J "  Ledge r  and  P "  Mundy :  Resea rch
on  t he  Cape  Vu l t u re  -  Pe te r  1e  S "  M i l s t e i n :  Pendu l i ne  T i t  nes t
cons t ruc t i on  -  D r "  R "  L i ve rs i dge :  16 th  I n te rna t i ona l  O rn i t ho log i ca l
Cong ress  -  Pe te r  S teyn :  S lende r -B i l l ed  Gu l { i n  Bo t swana? -  Pe te r  1e  S "
M i l s t e i n ,  C "D"  O lwagen  and  D"J "  S te i n :  F j - e l d  I den t i f i ca t i on  o f  t hc
Ba t  Hawk  Edward  B lake :  Eu ropean  She lduck  F i r s t  Reco rd  fo r  Sou th -
e rn  Hemisphe re  -  R "  N611e r :  P r i r i t  F l yca t che r  -  Ju l i us  A "  K iese r :
Some B i rds  o f  P rev  -  Vancouver .
T ' rF  { ) qT I ) r r -H  vo1 "46 ,  No .1  ,  1975 : .  va l e r i e  Ga rge t t :  The  spac i . ng  o fi : : - Y : : : : : "  t
B l a c k  E a g l e s  l n  t h e  M a t o p o s ,  R h o d e s j - a  -  P " J "  M u n d y  &  A " W "  C o o k :
H a t c h i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  o f  t w o  c h i c k s  b y  t h e  H o o d e d  V u l - t u r e  -  B " H "
R a s e r o k a :  D i e t  o f  t h e  H a d e d a h  I b i s  P " F "  V i o o d a l l :  T h e  l i f e  h i s t o r y
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