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I —Repart nfqn E,rpp{ﬁtim nf D;'.H::upery, thrawah the vounfries r'if
the Great Namdguas, Bosehmans, and fhe Hill Dimaras, in
Skl Afriea. By Captain J. B Avexaxoer, 42ud Royal
Highlanders, K.L 5. Head 22nd January, 1808,

It is remmarkable that, during the three centuries and a hall which
have elapsed sinee the ecelebrated Porloguese navigator, Darto-
lomen Diaz, first doubled the © Stormy Cape,” the progress
of discovery should lave sdvanced so slowly, that up to this
day the whole of the western region of Seuthern Africa. to
the norih of the Orange River, has hitherto remained a blank on
our maps’;—the Great Fish River, supposed to extend uwpwards of
2040 hundved miles in length from north to south, and said
receive, hoth froon the eastward and from the westward, more than
twenty tributaries, is there only indicated by a dotted line ;—af e
range and height of its mountaing awd elevated plains no trace
exists ;—and of itsgnnluglcﬂ! structure and p;c-m:rel] {eatures we are
utterly irnorant.  Gorden in 1777, Paterson in 1778, Le Vailant
in 1781, and Thompson in 1827, may have reached, in this diree-
i, the southern bank of the Gariep : bot neither in the last or
present eentury 35 i recorded that any Eurvapean traveller has
crossed, within 400 miles of its mouth, to the nerthern bank of
the Orange River :F—but where the spirit of enterprise has not
yet reached, anobler spirit has divected the steps of other wander-
ers; and, for nearly a quarter of a century, a lew missionaries have
from time to time endesvoured to spread the truths of the gospel
in the district of the Orange River, and one, the Hev, Mr, Schme.
lin, perfrrrme{l a inume_}' of some extent, several years ngo, through
a part of Gireat -.\'um.'iqun Tnnad.

Ta penetrate farther to the north, then, in this direetion. and
1o etndeavour to become ncrluninlml with the Ddimaras, a nation

* Harow in 1797, Truler s Semcrville in 1801, Lichtenstein in 1805, Burchell
in 1502, Campbell in 1813, Thoempson in (527, Hume in 1834, with many others, and
]iﬂl_lr, e, A&, Smith in 158335, have crassed 1he U:I'ﬁ.ll.f\é Ri.u*r, biad that was betesen
25 and 247 east longilude, near its mid-eourse, or aboot 400 miles from i#s wouth,
W. Van Heenen also, in 1791, sscended the Great Fisk River, but his account is
aod publishedl.
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inhabiting Letween the 21st and < 1h parallels, and only known to
us hy report, seemed o be now the chief olject of geograplical
researcly, sinee the recent joureey of Dr. A Smith had reodered
1t needless Lo proceed with the Delagon expelition. Acemdingly,
after mature deliberation, with the authonty of His Ezecllency
Sir Benjumin 1Y Urban, and by the advice of those best qoalified
to give an opinon o e colony, T determined to explore the
country to the north of the Orange River, west coast, as the best
means of promoting the great object for which 1 had left England,
and careying out the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and
af the Geographical Society,

Having made the necessary preparations, ag detailed in former
letters alreadly published, I quitted Cape Town on the 1(th
September, 1850, and travelled to the northward towards Clan-
willinm, with considerable intervuption from rain. My party eon.
sisted of seven attendants-—Ffour Buropeans, one Bengalee, and two
stout Bastaards (ns the Cape term 15 for any dack man, with an
admixiure, bowever small, of Buropean bload) ; two horses, a
waggon, and span of fourteen oxen; wod half o dozen dogs, which
are the best sentries in the wilds :—my wagron was freggluited with
arms and ammuonition, besides beads, outlery, and, alove all,
tobacen, to purchase provisions in the wterior. amd o make my
way mnend the natives,

The country, at this season of the year, was exceedingly beauti-
ful—wild-flowers, seen only in conservatories in England, appeared
on every side ; there was wothing arid or barren in the landscape,
bot a verdant carpet. variegatesd with gay colours, was spread
before us; in the distance, and on the rglt, were the lofiy peaks
af the llrrimllire range of the mountains of Drakensiein, averaging
i height more than @000 feet above the sea,

The Dteh farmers seemed to be generally amusing themselves
in following stein-hoka, with horse and Lound, and shooting them
with their long todrs or rifles.

Our travelling dress consisted of grey broad-brimmed lats,
covered with vstrich [eathers on account of the heat; grey or blue
smock-frocks, over cotton shivts: leather trousers, and buskins of
untanned hides: we hud neither stocks, socks, nor gloves; and
the enly preparation fur going to sleep in our sheep-skins, during.
the year we were out, was taking off our shoes, shaking the sand
out of them, and putting them on again, for fear of hungry dogs
or liyenas enting ihem.

On our right we next saw the district of the Twenty-four
Rivers, deseribed in such glowing colours by Vailant, and then
crossed the Berg River by a punt.  After toiling through the
heavy sands under the Picket Berg (which it is supposed would
be a [avourable situation for the growth of ooffee}, I left the
waggon al Uitkonst, the residence of a worthy Dutch farmer of
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the name of Vanzyl, and rode about twenty miles to the east to
Clanwilliam.

From this last willage, seated in a sort of basin, about hall a
mile from the eastern bank of the Olifant Hiver, I made two
excurzions to the Cedar Mouniaing, ten miles farther to the east,
They are a fine primitive range, the peaks of which rise from 1600
to F000 feet above the sea, and have a very picturesque outline.
The hc’.ights f_';v,r'-n to me, and said to have heen measured 'h:,r
Baron von Wurmb, were, Snecuw. Herg, S000 feet; (Groene-
Berg, 4800 ; Rondeberg, 2000, &e.

The principal vock of the higher parts of the Cedar Mountains
appears to be an asb-coloured quartzose sandstone ; the secondary
rangre contains many marine petrifactions, shells and fish, at a height
of 2000 feet above the sea. There are also black, red, and sl:n'.]:hed
jJaspers, hornblende, garnets imbedded in argllaceous schist, nume-
rous vres of iron, much fjuartz, and a great \'aﬁet}f of beautiful
agates,

The valleys between the hills are nch in a dark-coloured vege-
table mould, which is execedingly productive. Corn, tobaceo,
and some wine are here prodoced ; whilst there is o constant and
abundant supply of water, which is more or less chalybeate,

I was particularly interested about the cedar-trees, © the glories
of Lebanon,” which formerly eovered this beautiful range of
mountains, and which in part still do so.  They occapy ravines
i the bigher parts of the vange, perbaps as bigh as 3000 feet,
and one cut down in 1830 measured thirty-sis feet in girth, whilst
1000 feet of plank were sawn out of its giant arms.

Mo care has hitherto been taken of these valuable trees; the
farmers, the Dastaards, and Hottentots, living in the neighbour-
hood, cut them down without leave or license, and burn the grass,
o improve the pasture, by which many old trees, and thovsands
of young plants, are annually consumed.

As the cedar-trees might, if preserved, become of great advan-
tage to the enlony geneml.l}', I represented, in the Proper quarter,
the manner in which they are constantly and wantonly destroyed ;
and it is to be hoped that mesns will be when for I]:»1'|'|:1|ﬂ=.:|1li|1g' the
future waste of that most valuable anid impm’is].mh e timher, with
which the temple of Solomon was built.

There are many Boschman eaves in the Cedar Mountains ;
tho_}r are gcnemﬂ}r at sorme hm'ghl, 1'ur:,"|ng from SO0 to 1O feet
above the valley, amd are not of any great depth, say 30 or 40
feet, but they are very interesting, as containing the drawings in
red achre of & wild pesple who have for some years disappeared
from this locality, In one cove there is a spirited representation
of a combat with bows and arrows; in another, a flock of ls.rge-

oo
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tailed sheep and lambs are accurately delincated : 1 was veally
gurprised at the fidelity of the outlines,

From Clanwilliam 1 passed on to a place called Heerclodge-
ment, where, under a huge overhanging vock, are many names of
old travellers and hunters, from 1714 downwards, among others,
F. VAILANT, 1783, 13 caved. Swimming my waggon over
the Olifant River {which once in {our or five yenrs overflows its
banks, when the wcrease 15 a hundred f::-l{{] I passed by the
Rhenish Mission Institution of Ebetezer, and with two of the
waorthy Lirethren rode about twenty miles in a W.SW, direction,
to the mouth of the Olifant River.

Rocks abound at its mouth, and it would be diffieult o male it
aceessible for vessels without a great deal of cutting,  Plans are
continually brought forward to enter the lLarred mouths of the
South African rvivers, but if pains were taken to improve the
landing at Table Bay and Algoa Bay, by means of good piers,
that would be a sufficient improvement for some years to come.

Continuing northwards, with a range of mountains on our right,
anid Pqua.aing onward townrds the Groene River, we found the coun-
try less fortile than before, covered with shrubby plants, and with
much brackish-water, whilst the Boors, from July o October, in-
clusive, live in mat-louses for the purpese of changing their
pasture-grounds,

On the 1th of October, I ascended the Kamies or Lim
Mountain, a continuation of the Cedar Mountain range. and
took up my residence for a time at the Weslevan Mission Station
aof I.i.l}' Founiain, u:rntninlng ahout HOO prevsons, to make arrange-
ments, by despatching messages to native chiefs about the Great
River, for my further progress.

A rempant of the sation of Litile Nnm:i:iuns has been saved

missionary exerlion, and seitled on the table=land and in the
1':1]'41}'5 af the Kamies Mountain, the highest ]m:lk of which, about
five miles south of Lily Fountain, rises about 3000 fect above the
sea, which would seem to be the highest point of the mange ; 1o
the eastward the view is bounded by near hills, but to the west it
extends over gradually-decressing ranges to the Atlantic Ocean,
Under the old Thuteh rule the free natives were almost driven
entirely out of the colony, with the exception of those who remained
as slaves to severe task-masters,

Having been requested by the governor of the Cape to inspect
the mouth of the Orange River, ['left my people to collect objects
of natural histery on the Kamies Mountain, and to prepare packs
fur bullocks when we might be forced to abandon the wagrom,
and rode in a north-western direction about fifty miles, o the
house of Mr. Schmelin at the London Mission Station of Komdkas
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{signilying red elay), Descending from the Eumimbe'rgl, we rade
over a grrassy plain ; at 23 miles the country became hilly, and at
Keerom, or ¢ turnabout,” is a remarkable smooth rounded hill of
granite, about 300 {eet high, round which the road wound and
gradually inclined to the northward w Komikas ; where are five
fountains, and five or six hots, containing about thirly Namdeguas,
but at times as many as twenty Luts, and gpwards of one hundred
people, are collected together here. Onto the north-west the
ground Tises to 1000 feet alove the sea.  Here I ascertained the
existence of a new bay called Rooé Wall, or Red Wall Bay,
forty miles south of the Zwarlintjies River, amd at the mouath of
the Spook River. “There is good anchorage for schooners and
small craft 1n this hn:ﬁ which it s to be IJ-:JpEd will be turned to
account to open a market for this part of the colony.

Quitting Komikos, we continued 1o the northward over a sandy
plain covered with shrabs, having a range of mountains on our
rizhit, and hills to the left: T saw many ostriches and stein-hoks on
the road, with the Prints of zebras. The worthy ol Gierman
missionary Mr. Schmelin, and two Rhenish missionaries, accom-
panied me to ascertain it the mouth of the Orange River was fig
for a new station.

The labours of the mssionaries in s part of Sewth Africa
have heen attended wilh el success, and 11 is w0 be hoped that
they will be encouraged 1o extend their field of usefulness further
meo the bemghted interior, so that wars between the tribes may
cense, and that trade, civilization, and Christianity may he promaoted.
A 25 miles crossed the dry bed of the Kowsie Hiver about 20
miles from its mouwth, and travelled to the northward over sanily
plains with bushes ; to the eastward, a range of mountains about
1000 feet bigh @ and to the west, undulating hills of 300 feet, At
20 miles from the Kowsie, reached Ukyibip, where are some Na-
JIté:]u:l buats: a fow miles hc-;.oml is Kama, a ﬁ'ilhge of ten huts ¢
the range of the Wamieshers appears to extend in a north-north-
wesl direction, about 20 miles on our right. reaching to the banks
of, amd perhaps 30 miles boyond, the Orange River,  Afier 60
miles of travelling over the soine f]l.‘aiLTi[!-Li.Gﬂ of country, we
reached the village of Arns, on the banks of the river, at 25 miles
from its cutlet into the Atlantic,

Where | first saw the Great or Orvange River, it was 500 yards
across, and the banks were lined with black elony, willows,
mimasas, & The river was at this time shallow enough w be
cusil:,' forded, but we saw marks on the trees and banks imliculing
an oeeasional rise to a very great height.

The Little Namsquas, and some Bastaards, living bere, have
flocks and herds, but subsist principally by the chase, and by the
produce of a scal island, which T found to lie between the mouths
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of the Orange and Kowsic Rivers; the latter is the boundary of
the colony. The natives are clothed in sheepeskins, some of
which are made into tronsers and petticoats ; and they would
willingly exchange their stock for eloth and cutlery,  They sell
valunble seal-skins for five shillings each.

The land is {flat abwut the mooth of the Orange River, and on
the nerth side i3 good pasture. The brendth of the entrance at
the beginning of November was about 170 yards, whilst inside
was i lake abwt four miles across, and abounding in wilid fowl.
The air was darkened aod Glled with the eries of wild geese and
ducks, flamingoes, pelicans, gulls, se. Here is most exeellent
shooting-ground for the sporisman, and * barder ” and - springer”
fish abound for the seine.

I saw no rocks at the mouth of the Orange Hiver ; there is
mobably, bowever, a sheal of sand owiside, bui with  care it
seems that the mouth ol the river could be entered by a schooner.
I mever heard that any soumdings had been taken at the mouth of
the Orange ; imleed, the wcreasing wants of the colony demand
a far more detaled survey of the soutl, south-enstern, anil south-
western coast of Africa, than any thet cxists al present.  About
40 miles east-sowth-enst of Aris, ot o distonee of four days'
Journey, with a waggon, ron the mowth of the Orange Hiver,
and near the south bank, T made, by means ol o Dastaand, the
discovery of a great mass of copper ave, ol so rich a quality, that,
by analysis of Sir Jolm Herscliel, at the Cape, to whom a speci-
men was gent, the ore vielded G5 per cent. of meal.®

This copper is quite accessible, amd it might be either srelted
on the spot with Orange River wood, of which there is plenty, or
it might be floated down to the mouth on rafis, which rafis might
then be sawn up and sent to the Cape, where woinl is always in
great demand for building, ’

Honey iz found in sceh guantities about the Orange River,
particularly in the monihs of Thecember and  January, that a
Namdgua, who had a waggon, assured me, that in two days,
whilst on a honey hunt, he loaded bis wagzon with skin-bags of
honey above the sule planks ; o trade in bees-wax therefore
might also be carried on bere ; whilst on the coast there are ex-
tengive beds of muscles for shell lime, The elimate is very
healthy for Europeans, )

I foand iron alsa not far off, but on the north sule of the rver,
and as the site of these valuable oves is [ar beyond the colony, no
expense would be ineurred in purchasing a right to work them,
The natives also would be pleased 10 see strangers among thein,

* Awppther specimen from the same place, assayed in Londun, yielded 23 per
cent.
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if they were kept under proper contral.  Of course careful sur-
veys ought first to be made of the region of the ores, before any
spnculalinn iz entered into, to avoud UNneCessary risk or loss,

After a few days we retraced our sieps to the Kamiesherg, and
on t;rn-ssing the Kowsie River, on the Gth of November, the ther-
mometer was 105% Fabr. i the shade.  This was now the begin-
ging of the hot season.

I found at Lil_‘_i-‘ Fountnin Mre. Edwards, the ‘r‘r’rslc}'an mis-
sionary, just returned from the Cape, [rom whom 1 received every
civility aml assistance.

Nov. 16.—Having completed our amangements we left Lily
Fountain on our journey to the north, escorted, by the Governor's
order, by o Field Cornet and twelve mounted Boors, armed with
long guns, as far a5 the warm bath, to prodeee a proper effect on
the Naomdguas, and te show them that the expedition was a fo-
vernment cue,  Nooe of the Doors Lad been at the Orange Hiver
before ; and, what with the fear of lions, Boschmans, and their old
TURAWAY slaves, thc}' did not at all relish the Eﬁpi:ﬂl]lithn,' amel 1
believe, frome the erying we saw at leave-taking, that theiv wives
and children never expected to see them again.

Ilc:s{:::n:!ing from the elevated station of Lil_':.' Fountain into ihe
plain, we erossed the dry bed of o tributary o the river Kowsie,
and continucd to the porthward ; hills about 300 feet Ligh on
each side of the rowd ;) no enltivation, and hardly an inhalatant to
be seen. About twenty miles we balted ag Sifver Foafain, where
are a fow huts ; ten mides ferther noribreached the Copper Bevg,
a renge of grantie movntains, without wood, about 1000 fret n
height, two miles to the east of the road. Nemly ten miles to
ihe south-west of this spot is o conspicucus mountun, called the
Fogel Klijy, ov Bivd Stone, about 1200 feet in height,  Proceed-
ing to the northward we passed through a stony valley, with bushes
of mimosa ; and aboat twenty miles farther reached Desonder-
meid (Brange woman), a Lomdon Missionary stntion. wnder the
charge of the veteran Mr. Winmer; here are about thirty Na-
miquas.  Beyond this, to the NN .. black Lills, alout S0
feet high, are scattered over the plain on the right, 41l we reach
o range of sand-lills, witlin a few miles of the [}mng: Ri-'l-‘t‘r;
here, turning due east, we travelled along their southern foot for
ahout fifteen miles, to Karahes, or Koran-ford,

The country, on both sides of the Orange River, is exceedingly
harren amd dreary for many miles from the viver. . Bare and black
Lills are surrounded by plains of yellow sand, with very seaniy
vegetation. One of my Lorses being totally unable to walk, from
gheer starvation, 1 bought another from a Dutchman, which was
better able to live on bushes,

Nov. 25.—Arrived at the Great River, we found Mr, Jackson,
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a Wesleyan missionary, with the chief Abram, and sixteen swim-
mers, on the oppaosile bank remly to assist us over; but we
forded the Orange Biver, which was u‘n!}-‘ waist-deep, without
much difficulty, and T looked with wonder on the wild and gro-
tesnue forms ol the granim Lills which enclosed its banks. The
valley through which it hiere flows, in a due west direction, is abont
hall a mile broad, the bed of the river from 400 to 500 yards ; its
banks are well wooded with willow, mimoesa, &c.; the halls, both
north and soutl, vise upwands of 500 feet above the bed of the
siream.

Travelling north-cast for two days, over the same deseription
of country, 1 arvived, on the 27th of November, at Nahis, or the
Warm Hath, the most nfrrllmrl}' migsion station, and 450 miles
from Cape Town. Here 1 intended to halt till the thonder-rains
of the beginning of the year should cnable me to advance,

The station of Nabis, or Nisbett's Bath {as it is now called),
is among rocks, and on both banks of the 'Hoom River, a branch
of the Orange. A great plain spreads around, occasionally visited
by lions, wlilst spring-hoks, ostriches, and zebras, are not un-
frequently met with,  Black conical hills of 200 and 300 feet
elevation are seen here and there on the plain,

The tribe of Great Namiguas, who reside principally at the
Bath, live in fifty or sixty corenlar huts, eompased of arched
boughs covered with yush mats; they sleep on sking; these and
the wooden cylimilrical vessels for their milk are the chiel articles
of furpitore they possess.

The men and women of the Great Wumndgueas ave taller than
the Namai:'uas we had formerly seen; but they have the same
high cheek-bones, sinall eyves and noses, and yellow { Malay) com-
plexions.  Men and women generally wear skin dresses, some
mantles or karosses, others cut their clothes after the Euwropean
fashion.  The tribe of Abram {the DBondelzwart) i3 too remote
from the colony, and the tribe bears too indifferent a character
as yet, to be visitedd by traders,

One of the first things T did was o clear out the sand and stones
from the Warm Bath. which is generally at 1037 of Fahr., with
a stream six inches brond ]-"_'r' one and a half dt‘:cp. -_“}rsc].f and

eople sel the cxnmple of batling, which was soun so persever.
mgly followed by the Namdguas, that it was only at might we
eould get near the bath, at the risk of meeting with a lion there.

I employed my pnnli-le in shooting, in preparing the packs,
and in traiming [m:rk bullocks, which were E'SEEEL“.I'IE].J-' difficult 1o
be procured ready trained. 1 bought as many sheep, too, as 1
counld, for beads and handkerchiefs, as a stand by, in case of our
being occasionally without gume,

What facilities would not camels afford to travellersin this land!
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—patient, enduring, eating any shrubby plant, and earrying the
lvad of three bullocks—by means of camels the Equator might be
reached without great diiﬁcu]t}', and yei ne one at the Cape has
had the enterprise to introduee o few from Bombay even by way
of experiment.

I made two excursions from the Bath—DGrst to Afvicaner’'s
kraal, about 80 miles to the eastward @ our road lay over the same
barren plains in a south-east divection for about 40 miles, during
which we crossed one small stream, the Kurorid, or Noisy, flow-
ing towards the sontli; at 50 miles we veached Nares, within five
miles of the bank of the Orange River, and then turned north-
enst to the village of Africaner, the well-known robber-chief,
We lound a few of his descendants, nimf;uth.:r alwout 30 persons,
livings besile a froitful panlen, in which tobaces, melons, and eala-
bashes, were raisel, anil to which the water of a wlerably abundant
3\]:|r'|r1§|r was led out. We returned by a more direct route in two
days and a half to Wabis. The other excursion was down the
"Hoom River, to the range of Lills called Twanos, about 500 fect
high, 12 miles in a soutlh-soutli-east direction from the Bath,

In the beginning of 1537, the heat at the Bath was very op-
pressive, daily it was 100, and sometimes 114, inthe shade.  We
saw rain-clowds vecasionally in the distance, but none came to us.
The stream of water at the Dath, toe, became more feebile, the
grass turned black with the heat, and, tived b wrﬁting for ran, 1
determined w risk o meove, and accordingly, with a lightened
“'ﬂggﬂ:ln, SOINe Pﬂ{'k-l]:{ﬂ‘ﬂ, !I.I'.Id a H.IH."I{ ﬂlf 5IIEEP_| 1 JU“EHE_'I-'L“’I]. n[ll'th-
ward.

Jan. 18, 1837.—Abram and sixteen of his people, armed with
guns, rn].u::l‘..u.uﬂ}' at‘u:m]mniﬂl mae, and rlsm-mli.ng alu:-ng the banks
of the "Hoomn Hiver, for six days, we passed near the spot where
Trelfnll the missionary was murdered a few years before. whilst
attempling to travel towards the Didmaras with only two men.
At Kanis we left the waggon on the banks of the "Houm, with
Lall my party, and on the @4th proceeded to the north-east, for
about 40 miles, into the recesses of the "Karas {or sharp) Moun-
tains, to endesvour to recover by negotintion some cattle and
sheep, of which my old interpreter, Chaubep, had been deprived
by a robber-chief.  Onibeovening of the second day we reached
the banks of the Keikap, or Witch River, which flows to the
south-east, and continued to the northwand along its western
bank, erossing two of its small tributaries, to Henrick's Place.
The "Karas Mountains vary in beight, the most elevated reaching
5000 feet above the plain,

We found the Rob Roy of these wilds in a mountain glen: at
first he made a show of resistance to us, by drawing oot about 30
musketeers, but eventually he was compelled to surrender the
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cattle; Lie threatened the waggon, too, with an attack, buot sar-
rounding it with an abbattis of bushes we defied him,

We returned from the Karas to Kandis, and in crossing the
plain snw many spring-boks, zebras, a comeleopard, and the
AT of & lion,  (a veaching the camp I dismissed Abram and
Lis people, whom 1 found to be great cowards.

an. 2. —We continued our journey to the north-north-west,
quiliing the banks of the 'Hoom, and lrm.'trl]'mg OVET FTAssy |ﬂain:i H
on vur tight were mountaing about 13 meles distant. At 26 miles
crossed three sireamlets floving to the south-west ; 10 miles be-
youtl passed through o prenrt, or pass, Detween hills 500 feet high,
and crossing a grassy plaim, with mmimosa shrobs, ceached the
hanks of the Kim;r. flovwine to the nocth-west ; thence across undu-
lating stony plains, 4 miles, brought us to Nanebis on the banks
of the Kamop. or Lion River, flowing west to the Fish River,

Fib. 22— Left Nanebis, and inclining to the novth-west for
twenty miles, we came to the "Chop, or Fish River, flowing 1o the
southward, through sandy banks ; stream abowt 50 yards brond ;
mimasa, dolibee, and ebony-trees scattered along its banks, and
crossedl it on the afternoon of the 24th,

Fele, ali—After much tronble with our gwides. we continued
our journey to the westward, but finding no water we turned
maore to the west-south-west, where & line of trees imlicated a
stream, and at 13 miles crossed the dry bed of the river Wukanip
{Black bulb), and found bad water by digging, and sulffered much
Tor want of 1t. Cfmtinui.ng our juurnc}' Lty the nl}l.'th-wcsl,utm
plains of Koran {bustards), we areived at the deserted mission
station of Bethany on the Gih Macch,  Here, on o rising geound,
are the roofless remains of a church and some houses, with a fine
spring of waler; it is now tenanted by 50 Namdquas,  Kiisip,
a Namidgua chiel, and three men, now offered to accompany me
to the sea, for presents of muskets, ammunition, &c., which offer
I was obliged 1o accept, although they brought with them be.
twoern thirt:.-' anl fnrr:.-' 1|_il11El‘}-' followers. men who could devour
10 1hs. of wild flesh per day.  Most of them wore the kaross or
skin-mantle, also part of a jackal’s skin in front attached 1w a
waist-Dbelt, whilst beband dangled a square-cut piece of leather; a
few of tlis escort had guns, the rest carried bows amnd arrows,
javeling, and clubs,

Qllil.l.lng El‘:lljell]}' we travelled 1o the novthe-north-west 20
miles, when we crossed the Koon-quip River flowing south, and
continuing on the same course, leaving the Tamuobap, or Drop-
ping Hills, alwwe 40001 feet above the plain, on the left, we passed
over fine grassy plains, with mimosa bushes, and saw herds of
zebms, &e.

Mareh 13.—A descent to Tuais, or Muddy Spring, on the bank
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of the Gnuanuip, a tributary of the Koan-quip, to the east of
which extend the range of Unuma, or Bulb Mountains, in a north
amd south direction for upwards of 30 miles,

March 18.—Again crosged the Koan-quip, coming from the
north-west ; noticed here a {:nnspi.r:u{ms table-mountain in the
Unuma range, bearing north-east, which [ ecalled I¥1rban
Mount, rising about 2000 feet above the plain.  Proceeding
northward, we crossed several beds of streams, which appeared to
flow in o south-ensterly direction, towards the "Oup, or Tich
River, the principal drain of this part of Africa. In the 'Oup
there is always abundance of water ; and fish, chiefly of the silirus
tribe, in the deep pools,

We had already experienced many of the inconveniences at-
tending African travelling — such as the bullocks strayving lor
hours, and sometimes for a day or two, in search of grass amd
waler—for at night we could not do otherwise than drive them
as near our bivoune a8 possible, and see them lie down, hefore
W i.l'ﬂt":ﬂ.‘l‘k LI"LII.'S-I'.‘I'I-"EE -tU T ﬂllﬂﬂll—ﬁl‘iiﬂ L‘J'I'GIIEI'.IEE H.ﬂd Stl:?l'.l:" 1
sandy bed. :

We were also occasionally much distressed for water, hnd long
amd ]_'minl'ul gearches alter it.—l]ug with our hands, anmd with 2
spade and pickaxe, many times i vain, ot the site of old pools ;
at other times we smelt the fetid water ten yards off, the ooly
supply for oorselves and [or the cattle. It surprised me ofien
that we did not get seriously i1l from the thick and polluted water
we were forced to put up with, eccasionally more like chocolate
than the pure element,

There being of course no rouds, the waggon gave us oceasion-
nl]_}r el annh}':mcn and occasioned grent dn!n:,r .', it would at one
tine stick [ast in heavy saml, whilst balf-a-dozen hands lified the
wheels, awd the driver plied, with great showting, his mmense
bambaoo t\'l:i])-—utlmn a prm_'ipicr: was Lo be dcsunm]qx!. the stones
were removed and the waggon carefully conducted with hide
ropes down the steep. ~ Tt is difficult w0 conceive greater trials of
patience than what occur on o South Afvican journey, through
a new country,

Mareh 21.—We reached Aanabip, a chain of ponds; to the
west wag the range of the Tarap Hills; we now entered on the
great plain of Kei-kaap, a dreary barren flat, which we crossed
in & north direchon for a few da;\rs' jnurnﬂ:,r; here we saw the
mirage two or three times, whilst we were m much distress and
trouble for water, We wore now in the country of the Bosch-
mans.

Oune day Kiisip, the chief, afier looking at the ground, set off
al a g;rtunp on hits %, followed h}r twn of three of his T ; T fal-
lowed, expecting to fall in with some large gane, as we had jost
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before surroundeml amd shot some zebms. We pushed on vapidly
for o mile and a half, and then came to a hollow pEam, where,
among the shruls, were three hovels, composed of stakes and
bushes ; by one of these sat an old man—dark, dried wp, and
coveredl in part with a kaross of spring-bok skin—Ris bow and
arrows lay heside him ; he was engaged cooking some leaves ina
small earthen pot, and two or three naked children crawled about
on the ground beside him.  This was the first family of Bosch-
TMANS We S,

Subsequent to this we saw many Boschmans, and as we were
now {on the 21st of March) in the country of rhinoceroses, we
saw hunters following on the spoor or track of these buge animals,
to destroy them 'n'|-1L|:| their '|,E.\-l.|ll'.|5, which thev do from bhehind
vircular enclosures of stone, bLreast high, tﬂu’llng their light
weapons into the tough hide as the rhinoceres passes, the monster
having been previously scared from Lis lair by stones thrown
at him.

l saw the manner the Boschmans frighten the lion from its
dewd prey, by shouting and springing abount, in order that the
“chililren of the Desert” may have a share; their manner of
making fire with two sticks ; of t:rneplng’ on game; and remarked
that they bad no scruple to gve up their women to the Nami-
fjuns fur a p'lL'f_'(.L of meat or tebacen,

Mareh 24.—501] traversing the Keillisap, its surface covered
with thorny bushes, In the east, about two miles distant, were
flat-topped mountains, rising more than L300 feet above the plain,
not improbably the step of the table-land, or terrace, which we
afterwards crossed on our homeward route ; to the west were hills
between us and the sea.  The three or four stteams which cross
the plain in asouth-ensterly direction are hordered, os usml with
thorn-trees.

Mareh 30—An cxtonsive len I:l.:,' hefore us, l:l:lﬁ't}rcd with
graes and scattered bushea ; bounding the view to the north was
a range of flat-topped mountains, of 2000 {eet elevation; their
sides were bare and scarped, and broken in one place by a deep
ravine ; this was the Kdipum'naas, or Bull's Mouth pass. Pro-
ceeding from it, and winding through the plain in a soutlh-westerly
direction, was a line of hlﬁh trees, m'u'lcmg the course of the
Flll.ml.n]'} River, the fnvourite resort of hrge game. The land-
scape was very beastiful, amd we were highly excited with the
prospect of much sport.  Twelve rhinoceroses were seen in one
day ; two of which charged me, but T aveided them among bushes,
and got a shot at the last as he passed me.  We had plenty of
wild flesh at the Kdpum'naas, and all night long the Naméaguas
“ stamped the marrow-bones,”

April 3. —The Bull's Mowth pass winds through mountains of
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between 2000 and 5000 feet clevation, for a distanee of forty miles
nearly.  The first part of the valley of the Chimtop Hiver was
rather narrow, but beautiful with the red and grey colours of the
rocks which hung EI.I]I]'I.E!‘ i, aml the bottom covered with the
fantastic forms of various 5|1~E||.Lr'5 of mimeosn; under these the tracks
af the huge rhinoceros was everywhere seen under Lis {avourite
trees.  The valley opened out and the mountains receded on
each side of us, leaving a plain between them of a few miles in
breadth.  We travelled througl the pass first north, then west,
and then north again, descending the course of the Chintop till
we reached Alabies, or Calabash Kraal.

With considerable labour we cleareil a road through the Buoll's
Mouth, whilst baboons cried angr ﬂ:, round us, and for the frst
time a Wagrroh was tlluﬂgﬂ:! lhmugh it, with difficulty.  Bevond
the pass we came 1o a region of fig-trees, each of which was about
G0 feet ]J.igh, and covercd with r'ch fruit. A dozen Boschmans
{men, women, and childrea) were in o hele in the bank of the
Chiintop River, and lived on the fruit of one of these fine trees,

April i—We next reached the dreary Desert of Tans, which
iz an immense plain of grey sand, ondiversified by a single bush
or shruly, and with only single Dblades of white and sun-burnt
grass w;‘wing here and theve ; heat, and glave, sl an awful zilence
were touml us in this horrid waste,  In the far distance, to the
north-east, full forty miles, were black mountams; amongst which,
most conspicuous, was a Luge flat-opped eminence, rising 4000
feet albuve the plain, (Trom which T gave the Desert its name,)
called the Tans or Sereen Mountam, for it shets in all the neigh-
bouring heights,  On our left were ndges of samd.

Here we nearly all perished for want of water; the thermao-
meter was at 1007 : we eame to no water for two daya; many of
the people threw themselves down on the sand, and desived to be
buried, and others were forced to vesort to the last means to
endeavour to allay their razing thirst.  For three davs the poor
oxen had bad nothing to drink, and could not bellow, though they
trieed 1oy flo g0 1 t'huught, 1.||.nugh [ did not say so, thnat it was
impossible we could escape ; but at length, on the &th of A
with great lll{‘f‘[‘rlng‘ we reached the hed of the Kiisip or ]E‘I}‘t-
River, flowing o the west, buot with the loss of both my horses,
some oxen, sheep, and dogs. Waler was bnmediately carried
back. mn the stomachs of wild ammals, to the more feeble of the
party who had resigned themselves to their fate, and happily all
the ]:m:plr: were saved.

Wheve we Lrst saw the Kdisip, i1s bed was between black and
frowmng cliffs ; those on the north bank were part of a great and
nameless monntain, whilst our Pm::ilﬁlous descent on the south
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was, at least, GO0 feet to the water, which lay in long pools in the
durk chanuel, 100 yards wide,

As far as we could see up the river, which was 1mgmatﬂislan.ce
from its sudden windings, impending and perpendicalar sy
crags enclosed it, whilst down the viverits bed 18 similarly enclosed,
for a distance of several days' journey. My people named the
sput where we first reached the Kiisip the Devil's Den, from its
frightful appesrnnes, though here we had been meveifully pre-
served, 'hj.r n most seasonahle suplﬂ:,‘ of water, from the jaws of
death.

Furtler down the Kiisip high trees began to appear in its
bed, under which we found rich grass, on which our poor catle
buxuriated,

I had abandoned the waggon to the tender mercies of the Bosch-
mans {who were prowling about us with their poisoned arrows),
for the sand-hills on the south bank of the Kiisip opposed an
impassable barrier, when one of the head men of the Namdquas
offeved 1o take it back towards the Orange River. e did so,
with ten men and lu‘cnt}'-ﬁvn OReN.

[ went om with the remainder of the party down the Kiisip,
with riqling anil ]Ja{.'lc-mmn, but we agrin su ered much for want
of water, even in the hed of the river 1 on one pecasion we saw no
water, even with digging, for a distance of thirty miles. Tt was
often difficalt to rouse the Petalrle from their deslnmtlwle}'; but
fincling one day the traces of men, we hunted after them, and
caught two of a tribe of Great Namdquas. belonging 1o a large
tribe on the river.  These men, h::ll:lg well used h_‘p' us, showed us
water, and conducted us to the sea at Walviseh Bay, whicl we
arrived at on the 1th of April, being the first Furopeans who
Ll reached it by land from the Cape of Good Hope,

Before our arrival at the coost, our provisions, too, had faileld
us; we could get no game.  Hides (reserved for making shoes)
were therefore roasted, beaten between two stones, and eaten, At
the sea we dug with our bands in the sand for clams, and searched
the shore for fish, anid fortunately found stranded ﬁ:fmﬁ'{m of fifty
pc-unr]s weight, which we ate with rrent relish.

Walvisch Bay extends along-shore, as it were, for twenty miles,
A long spit of sand, terminating in Pelican Point, in lat, 229 524
firms its sonth-western shore, anl offers an effectonal barrier to the
roll of the South Atlantic. Vast flocks of Fnlirnm, ﬂmningm.)
peese, pulls, &e., frequent thos sheltered bay.
© T'o the cast of the Bay there are long vidges of sand, covered
here and there with dark bushes ; behind these r]qlgcs. and in the
valleys, brackish water is everywhere to be found by digging.
Between the ridges and the sea, where we halted at a pool, there
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was a plain covered with reeds and grass, whilst the heavy roar of
hreakers broke on our ear contmually from the west,  Morning
anil eveming the atmosphere was obseured by a grey fog, confining
OUF View nFtI:e landseape, which, in consequence of the mist and
the dimly-seen sand-bulls, had a peculiardy wild and dreary ap-
Iheﬂ'l'ﬂnﬂe.

We locked in vain for the ship-ofewar which Admiral Sir
Patrick Campbell bad kindly promised to send round to help us.
Battwo American whalers (the Commodore Perry and Pocabontas)
came 1n o remain for four months, to catch whales: with the
captains [ exchanged rope, knives, fisling-lines, zebra Lead-skins,
&e., for bisemit.  The natives of the Bay, also, at length gaining
confulence, brought us some lean sheep and goats to barter for
knives and tinder-boxes.  Om the heach we saw the bones of
several sailors who had been murdered by them, probably for
interfering witl: their women.  Interference of this sort I, of
course, always triedd to prevent ns much ns possible among my
people, for it is the moat wsual cause of disaster on an expedition
of discovery.

I now zaw the mouth of the Swakop, or Bowel River, about
fifteen miles farther north, flowing [li]{:& the Kdisip) inte Wal-
visch Bay, in 227 39 south lat.  The Swakop is the Somerset of
Mr. John Arrowsmitl's map of Africa: near ils mouth, and
extending ns far as the eye could reach to the novibward, are
lofty mountains ealled the Quanwas or Clay-trap Mountains; they
reach from 2,504 to 3000 feet albove the sea, and must form a
conspicucus land-imark on making this coast,  They are known
to spilors as the Blue Mounains,  The Dimara negroes live
in the upper parts of the Swakop, snd T tried hard to get
beyond it to visit a mation of red men, who, strange o say, live
bevond the negroes; that is, in about 20° of sputh lat. probably.
This nation is called the Nubhbis, or many people. and has been
visited by the chief of Walvisch ay; but he onfortunately was
ahsent when 1 was there, and | counld pcrﬂumie none of his pn::-[rle
to E-u'u]u me o them, for there was an txit‘rminﬂ.llng’ war raging
between two tribes of Ddmaras on the route.  The nesroes were
on the move, and, mm-equpntl_\r. dangerous.

One of the American eaptains offered me a passage lo Saint
Helena, seven days' sail, for myself and my seven attendants, for
1000 rix-dollars, or 7.3 —ithe P!I'i.CE ol a whale—Dbut T thought I
had not done envagl yet. I now resolved, seeing that T could
not get farther novth, to go east as far as 1 conld,

Mﬂy S,—ﬁcmn‘!ing]}', after a fortnight spent here, we left
the Bay, and retraced our steps for eight days up the Kiisip.
Woe subsisted in part on an admirable new front called ndras, the
size of o shaddock, abent five inches in diameter, covered with
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prickles, contuining inside, pulp, and seeds like those of a melon,
and growing on a bush of three or foar feet bigh, the vanches of
which bave opposite thorns bat no leaves,  The nidras forms the
entire subsistence of the people of the Kiisip, and about Wal-
visch Bn;l.r, for two or three moenths 10 the year, and t]m'\-' rc:iuirc
no other food, and not even water, when it 15 1 senson.®

May 11.—"To aveid a consulerable southern bend of the
Kfﬁsip, we crossed, 10 oan east direction, a bard and gr]tt_f ]Jlai.ll..
without bush or grass, hetween 1t am] the Swalkop; and the fol-
lowing day saw cameleons, said e be poisonows, on the open
p!ui.u, .':Iu]) muny miles from either bushes or water,  We also
passed, just b the northward, a strange and fantastic pile of rocks
called Einbiras, or the Fill of the Laughing Hyena, which two
Boschman guides 1old ug was inhabited by snakes with red heads
amd prominent brows,  As we were pushing on at the rate of
ihirty miles in the day sl mght for water, we could not stop to
endeavour to catch one of these extraondinary reptiles.

Mﬁy 19— opur left was Trrrr.e.‘.lu;: {{Ju'lﬂ:r:} Mountain, and
Hokap (Spotted Body)y Mountain, aboat 1200 feet above the
plain. Befure us along mnge of mountaing extonding N.W. and
S E, and enlled "T'imas, or the Mountains of ithe Wilderness,
rising about 20000 feet,

May 13 —Reached the Humaris, or Helling River, a north-
ern alfiuent of the Kiisip, and followed its course ina S8E,
direction.  Its banks were enclosed by bigh cliffs, and we de-
seenided as by steps 400 feet to the bed of its recipient,

We found the Humaris full of rhinocersses. We also ate plenty
of zebra's flesh here, but both are rank and disagreealle ; we
found, however, the soup made from the rhineceros particularly
strengthening for the chase, which, having now noe horses, we fol-
lowed on foot.

On two or three oecasions the |H.'::l]r|+' gol a supply of looosts,
wlich they roasted and ate, pounded like sooff. 1 foond them
not unfmlah'uhlr, amel l.‘f.‘l'ill.‘i.fl!_‘!u‘ better than shioe-leather.

We again reached nur old acquaintance the Kiisip: and here,
for the first time for three days, the oxen luxwiated in plenty of
grass and water.  The black rhinoeeros of the Humaris lives on
mimosa bushes ; it is the white rhinoceros {(which we hnd not yet
seen, and which is a moere timil animal}, that lives on grass,
The Knisip here docs not flow in so deep a chamnel as lower
down in its course ; still itwas enelosed by rocks and hills, though
nol so impr:udlng as atb the spot we first snw it.

May 14 (Semnday).—In the bed of the Kiisip we Lalwed, and
assembled the people as usual for divine service,

* 1 have given some seed of the nicas, and 4 deseription of ity to Dy, Lindley,
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May 15.—We crossed the Kiisip, which here comes from
the N N E., and steering an easterly course we entered 1Ximara-
land, Under a hill, and on an elevated platean, about a mile
from a pool of water, we saw the first Didmara village; it eon-
sistedd of eighteen conical lhuts, constructed of stakes driven into
the ground, brought to a point at the top, andd covered with hashes.
Some of the houses had o rude sort of perch. also composed of
stakes anid bushes, and the whole were arranged in n cireular form.

Lc:ll!g]lnns of ﬂurrn_v husl]cs,, miles of them in fact, were observed
on the slopes near; these were placed to direct rhinoceroses
or zebras 1o pit-falls, placed at intervals in the lines. We as
yet gaw no people, for there had been s searcity of water during
the last season, and we understond from our Beschman guides
that the Diimaras had moved further east, and we followed after
them.

Of Diimaras there are two great nations—the Didimaras of the
Plains, who are very rich in eattle (amd between whom and the
Namdguas are frequent wars in consequence of cattle)—and  the
Dvimaras of the Halls, who Lave no cattle, but subsist |.1J.' hunting
and on roots.

The Dimaras of the Plains extend from the Swakop, north and
east ; whilst the Hill Thimaras are found from the Kiisip, for
a considerable distance, soutl and enst - both tribes are negroes ;
black, with wm:lly Bair. stnall rownd noses, and thickish lips. The
BPimaras of the Plams, from their superior Tiving, are muech more
robust than those of the hills; T saw many of the former living as
slaves among the Namiquas; and, observing one day a fine
Trimara boy in o state of starvation, under a Namsdqua mistress,
{being uhli,g-m] to search for gun and lizards for ﬁm:l,} I offered
to huy b, that T maght E.";-:.‘nluﬂ"}r I'_'mEI.[IL'j.pEI.:E him El:gﬁam],
and 1 obtained wmy young shepherd for two cotton handkerchiefs,
aml two strings of glass beads. i value about four shillings!

The huts of the Dimarns of the Plains are also conteal, but the
stalies are wattled, plastered with clay, and covered with hides ;
the bed consists of thorn bushes, on which skins are spread. In
15834 the Pimaras of the Plains occupied the country south of
the Kiisip till driven back by the Namdquas, lieaded by a warlike
chief, to their present ground abont the Swakep, Some of the
Luts of the Ddamarss of the Plains were left standing about the
Kiisip-

The Dimaras of the Plains are circumeised, and extract the
two front teeth of the lower jaw; they are almost entirely
naked, men and women wearing only a sort of skin kilt about the
waist, and reaching to the knees.  In war the men have a plume
of ostrich leathers on the head, a leopard or lion skin thrown over
the shoulders, the waist bound round with thongs, besides the usual

¥ L. VIIL. C



18 Captain J. . Avexaxper’s Frpedilion

kilt and sandals; whilst their arms are hows and arrows, a club,
and a stabbing assegai, or javelin, enmposed entively of fron, shafe
and blade. The Ddmaoras of the Plains speak a language peco-
liar o themselves, of which I have got a short veeabulary,  The
Hill Dvimaras speak the clicking Namdqua langonge.™

The Ddmaras of the Hills have bows and arrows, and an
assegai with a wooden shaft,  They gencrally wear a short mantle
of deer-skin on their shoulders, and about their waist many flaps
of leather behind and before ;. that behind containg a large pocket
for roots.

May 16, =We cvossed 2 great plain on which wild horses or
zebras, in groups of five or six; cach group under a fine-looking
leader, were browsing on the abundant grass; before us were
lofty mountains, and in the distance, vight and left of us, they were
alse seen.

T'his part of Thimara-land is very beautifol ; consisting of wide
plains covered with herbage, broad and grassy slopes at the footof
hills, occasionally thorn bushes, (among which is frequently seen
the black bock of a rhinoceros,) and mountains vising o an ele-
vation of some thousand feet—some of a tabular .e.‘haj:e, and others
with the most sharp and rugged profiles it is possible to conceive.

irecting our course tothe easi-south-east we reached the great
mountam of Tans, or the Sereen, belore mentioned ; 1ts }u'_'i[_r:hl 15
apparcatly greater than that of Table Mountmn, which it
resembles with its flattened top,  Toans may rise probably 4000
feet above the plain,

With great labour, arising [vom the steepness of the ascent, and
the ]'mtks of the bullocks eontinuall 31Lifling, we ascended some
of the off-sets of the mowtain, amd fimnd ourselves on an elevated
1.'1|}ln-]:md; here the thermometer was (3% at noon.  In the mn]q.r
recesses of this platean dwelt simall commumities of Hill Didmaras.
These people had never before seen a white man, thought us
very ugly. and that we had no skin; Dbut it was said that they had
a tradition among them, that white men should pass through their
country, and they had been anxivus to see them, as they expected
to get something from them. T asked these rude people, among
other questions, bow they purchased then wives from their parents ;
they said that they collected as many onions and striped mice
as they could, and gave these, as an acceptable preseat of food, to
the fatber of the young woman they wished to obtain.

Abont this time many lions prowled about ws; nor wag it
advisable to sit up and wateh for them, as a person sitting vp by
a fire, or even lying on the ground with his knees up, is the most
likely to be carried off by them, or shot at with poisoned arrows

* The Namiguas cnll the whole nation of Démaras, Dam-ép; and detinguish
the Ml or south-eastern DEmaras by the name of Himd (hill) or Hds (dueg or vile)
Dawe-fip. The Plain or Caftle Dirmeras call themselves Oui-of eromto-romdi or Ddes
femba kachi-higuiy
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by ereeping savages.  Myself and people, therefore, lay on the
open plains in our sheep-skin coverings, baving first arranged a
few bushes (when we had not rocks o sereen us) in a semiciren-
lar form o give us shelter to windward, winlst at our feet was a
fire ; the t]ugs ml the bullocks ]u_'r' around ws; and we got up
and shouted, or fired off a shet. or rang a bell, when the lons
came o near. I, however, lost three head of cattle by them.

East of Tans are beantiful plains of grass and trees. We here saw
Lrindled gous for the first time ; these the Boschmans” destroyed,
diszuised as ostriches.  We alsa killed and ate several zebras and
rhinoceroses, white and black ; but we felt the pangs of hunger
severely at times, and ox-hide was roasted and eaten, as before,
The water was n some places black, in others green, or impure
with the visits of wild apnnals.

j’l-fay s J— Y stnrting in the mornhq’: the thermometer was at
40P, OF eourse my poor perple felt this temperature very se-
verely, and at night we could not slecp for the cold. At noon
the thermometer rose to (07 generally.  We were now traversing
table-land, and passed the various small rivers, and saw the
mountais indieated on the sketeh map.,

.i'l".ray 2 —We came 1o the Kei-k ﬁl‘fllll. or * first Ugl}' River,”
flowing through beautifol plains of grass and trees, and abounding
in game.  Here, also, we saw many picturesqoe and detached
mountaing,  Tnder one of these the plain was covered with mal-
Liouses of Namiquas, and bush-huts of ITill Ikimaras; in short,
there was here a town of about 1200 persons, called Ni-ais, or
Black ; while to the eastward from north-cast to south-enst a range
of mountains, some reaching 2000 feet in height, bounded the
horizon in that divection.

A party, mounted on galloping bullocks, came out to mect us,
and I was conducted with every courtesy to the hut of the chief,
Aaramap. He had lately fouglt some Dloody battles with the
Dimaras of the Plains, endeavouring to regain their old ground,
where we now were, and the possession of some hot and eold
springs, beside a small lake, three days to the north-east of us.

Our wants were now abundantly supplied ; we gol sheep to
purchase for knives and eotton bandkerclrels, and buallocks for
shawls and axes. We also drank milk il we were tired, pur-
(-has]ng"ll, with noeerles. Hmw:.'-l.‘u:er was drank; and the roed,
pot, and Dimara dances were performed to welcome us,

The first of these, the recd-dance, is performed by men stand-
ing na circle, facing inwards, and blowing into reeds of various
lengths, and stamping on the ground, whilst the women, clapping
their hands and singing. danee round them.  The pot-dance con-
sists of one man dancing in the midst of 2 number of women, who
sit om the ground singing amd clapping their hands, whilst one
beats with her fingers on a wooden vessel covered with skin ; and

[
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the DMimara dance consisted of hall a dozen women slaﬂﬁ'mg ina
line, clapping their hamds and singing, whilst 2 man, with a pair
of spring-bnk hormns on his hewd and ratl]ing seeds on lis anldes,
stampaed Lbefore them,

From information obtained while here, we learnt that o the
nortli-cast, and three days’ jowrney from Ni-uis, are very abund-
ant supplies of water and grass; hot and cold springs issue from
both 511};5 of a riilge of hills ; to the north the}' umite their waters,
and form o stream which falls into o lake, of several miles in ex-
tent, its shores in many places covered with reeds, Wild-fow] and
fish are o be got here.  The stream from the lake then forms
one of the sources of the Swalop.  On the south side of the
ridge the hot and cold sprngs lose themselves o a plain eorvered
with rich grass. This altogether is a most highly-favoured and
beauntiful part of Déimara-land, which, however, is said con-
tinmally to inerease in fertility to the north.  We were also told
that about ten days, or 150 miles from Ni.aiz, ESE, is the
Nasop, or Kaffic River, full of trees and elephants, The clicf
of Wi-ais shot filteen clﬂp]mnta at the Nﬁsﬂp last year. It is saod
to flow from near the source of the Swakop and Kidsip, with an
casterly bend, to the Orange River.  We were also told that the
rainy season al Wi-als s in the month of August.

We had now got about 200 miles inte the interior, from the
coast, and had reached the fine cattle country imlicated (from
native report) on Arrowsmith's map.  We were at a short dis-
tance too from the sources of the Kiisip and Swakop, and had
crossed beyond the prineipal sources of the "Odp, or Fish River.
We desired much to go further north or east, but we could geq
no guides to show us the waters to the north, for the Didmaras of
the Plainalay there ready for war, and no one would, for any con-
sideration, convey o messare o them; whilst to the epst there
was sud to be an iIII]JEISS.IlhEE desert, which no one at Niegis had
ever ventured to cross.  Io fact, the chief told me, that without
going first south, nearly to the Orange River, it was impossible to
o [!:!51.!.“1']3' towards Latalid, wiuch |u_1.-' soutl-east of us.

[ hod now, therefore, got to the utmost limit of wy range,
north amd east—and | saw that, in the present state of affaics
between the Dhiimaras of the Plaing, those of the Hills, and the
Naméquas, that it was impossible to pass through the country
of the former from the south, and that the best clhance for future
travellers, w visit the interior about 21° of south latitude, is tw come
down from the Portuguese settlements, extending to 17° 5, nn the
west coast, and whither the Ddémaras {by reports of prisoners)
resort to barter cattle for iron, &c. 1 therefore mrned my faee
to the south, having first had a grand lien liunt, on foot, at a run
for eight miles, at the cod of which the monster tarned, charged
us, and fell within four yards of the muzzles of the guns,  As soon
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as we had got the skin off, the il Ddimaras cut up the fesh of
the lion, and earried it off to cat,

Oun the 31t of May then, accompanied by the Chief Aaramap,
and many of lhis people. we mravelied w the S5W,, along the
banks of the Kei-kurip—thermoweter at noon 65" in the shade.
At thiriy miles from Ni-ais wo came to a beantiful valley, en-
closed with low lalls, and commanding a view to the N.E. of the
lofty mountaing before mentioned.  There was nuite a forest of
thorn-trees, of several miles in extent, in this valley; the grass
stood in 1t like corn, and amongst it were flocks of pheasants and
puinea-fowl,

In the contre of the valley, among vocks of granite, rises a warm
spring, at 1207 of Falir. , ‘thee waters flowed Frm]:.-' from it, amd
were lostin the plain. - Morcover, some attempts had been made
to culuvate ealubashes and tobacco by means of it, and 1 gave
soane melon and cucwnber seed, which T bad with me, to the
clief, to extend lus garden.

We shot sume new and rare hinds bere; and as the valley is
fertile, wond and water abondant, and as it is in the midst of game,
and of a numerous populstion of Nambguas and Hill Dimaras,
this spot scemns well E{l]EI.]lh‘:t] for the establishment of a mission
station, and accordingly 1 Lave indicated its existence and its
mlmntugn!s to the -'I-"'r":ei!c}.'m T'.'Ii.ssiunarl}' fjnr]etj, as, ﬂll,hnugh &
distant paoint, it wight yet be connected witls thear present stations
at Rumiesberg amnd Nishett's Batl.

The people are anxivus for missionaries ; the women in parti-
cular saul, * send us teachers for us and for our children;” we
therelure ought specdily to respond o their H.jJPEII.].

We sow indieations of the Dimaras of the Plains at this new
Warnn Duth, such as the Lead of an ox placed on a tree to
mark the grave of a warrior below, Here, some time belore,
a fearful tragedy had been enacted,  The Namdquas, living at
the Bath, were aroused one vight by the howling, as it seemed,
of wolves, when there was a fearful rush of pegro savages, who
destroved the women and children, winlst the men, less encum-
hered, E&c-:lp-eﬂ oo I'Ic-l._!{].l.lJOLl.Iitl.g hill,  The wite of the chief
was secured by the Dimaras, and had her hands cut off by the
wrists next morning, befure Ler own castle, previous to her being
put ta deatl.

We saw here, and at other places on the journey, oceasional
traces of Haijn Aibily, or of the Namfqua deity, A long pile
of stones was pointed out. on which ]rl."|.' a few branches, the ul]]_-r-
ings of wayfarers.  Under the pile dwells, say the Namiquas, a
person they call Hagji Ailnb, of whom they stand in some fear, but
of whose appearance and power they entertain no distinet idens.

The only trace of religion 1 found among the Bosclumans was
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at a pool of water commonly choked up with sand, near the
Tans Mowsntain, where, before they dug fur water, they presented
AN ATTOW, O & plece of shin or flesh, to o large red man wish a white
head, who issupposed to inhabit the place ; at the smme time they
repeated a prayer lor success in bunting.  To dig for water here
without this ceremony, they say, cecasions sickness and death,

From the Hill Tdamaras U could make nothing out to show
they had any, the most imperfeet, religions impressions, = Who
made the sun? ™ T asked them.  “We dont Enow; we are a
stupid people, we don't know anything—only let us get plenty
to eat, that is all we care for,”"—was the common answer T got
from this Beniglited people.

Ity a preseut of tobaces 1 found T could always get the people
to speak ;. by means of my medicine-chest a certain influence was
wbtained over them: and by a violin, twmbnwine, &c., they were
kept in good humeur.

June 1. —We crossed the Oanop (Tell-tale) River, running 1o
the south-east, and which is lost in the sands of the desert, in that
direction.  Yet the Ni'rsry]}, or Cnppnr Hiver, was saul to he ten
days from us in that direction, and full of elephants.  After a
march of ten miles we came to o I]lEI.{!E!‘ ealled (Fnu-faars, or Black
Mudl, where, on the sile of a hill, was pointed ovut to me s trench
of some yards m lenglh, where the dimaras are in the halat of
digring for eopper, of which they mamufacture rings. 1 eol-
lected some of the ore near the surfce of the ground ; 1t secmed
rick and abundant; buat this of course 15 not so valeable as the
L'q;plwr-milu: fﬂrlﬂl.‘]'l}" mentioned, Tfrom its remoteness and doffi-
culty of access.

Mecting with various hunting adventures, and killing kudis,
See, we travelled steadily on to the S5V, crossing several beds
of streams flowing to the 515, through plaing on which were
white rhinoceroses: we walked in the morning and evening, and
rode our oxen in the mididle of the day.

June f—We were out of Dimara-land, and found ourselves
in a flat aned uninteresting country, though everywhere to the east
of the Fish River we foud grossy ploins amd a good catile
CONnLTY.

After crossing the Kulkmna (Brown) River, we torned to the
S8.E., towards the Cho-anp {Cali} River, which is a tributary to
the Great Fish River ; we crossed the Cho-unp on the Sth of June,
and afterwards recrossed it three tmes. We now began 1o see many
camelespards; they were commaonly in herds of a dezen, with two
videttes on an eminence looking out over the bushes. We ate
the flesh of the girafte, which we liked better than that of any of
the other wilid animals we had tasted, and we had partaken of
everything from a lion to a locust.
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T need hardly say that flesh every day. and often of the most
t].isg'u!ilin.p; -.le&:ripliun, andd eaten without bread, salt, or vegetn.'l:nl[-s,
becomes tiresome enough—such we felt it

The appearance of the country throughout this tract was undu-
lating, without any marked features—grass, bushes, and occasional
pools of water, besides the streams we erossed, bat we did not see
a sigle inhabitant: we knew that there were Idimaras on the
Lulls 1o our 1'ig|11, Lyt 1]Je_-.-' lu:pt out of sigllt-—uur U!I]}" associates
were wild beasts,

On the 10th of June we recrossed the Great Fish River, just
below its junction with the Cho-unp, and 1:}' means of a small
net, of thirty-five feet long, and swimming and wading with the
people, we got out of deep pools in the river many dozen fish of
the genus sifures, and also others resembling mullet.  On several
previcus occasions we got good meals by means of the net.
The bed of the Fish Hiver was here about 150 yards broad ; the
hanks low, and well wooded,

We now found the vast and silent plains to the west of the
Fish River most monotomus to traverse, and sufficient 1o take
the spirit of wandering out of the most determined traveller—that
13, for some time,

On the 16t of June 1 parted with the Chiel Kiisip, whe
wishedl to po home by a short route, to fight a inan whoe threatened
him. T had found him very faithful, and of great assistance, anid
he and Choubip went away pleased with a handsome present of a
new musket each, ammunition, cloth, cutlery, beads, and buttons,

Cuitting the banks of the Fish Hiver, we procecded to the
EE.W. for abowt fifty miles, over dry, stony, and dreary plains,
till, on the 18th of June, we reached the banks of the beautiful
Hintop River, which we hwl before crossed on our owtward
Journey, about fifty miles farther to the north-west,

Jupe 20.—We reached the Wei-si, whenee we turned much
more to the westward, and winding among hills we ascended 1o
the summit of the nwna mountains, the great table range we
bhad before seen from the west, and passed along them with a
small escort, headed by Henrick Boys, our chief humter. who was
lewt cm:lugll to catch and kill a sebra with a kmfe.  We soffered
much from eold ; the thermometer was at frcr:z.ing; point, and we
rose every morning, from our sandy or stony bed, with the kaross
covercd with boar frost. We had also one ortwo showers of rain ;
and were in some danger from pools poisoned by the Boschimans
for zebras,  Aflter a few days, descending into the plain of the
Koan-quip, 1 recovered my waggon on the 30th of June.

The Namdguas of the Kean-quip are in the yearly bahit of
resorting o Angra Pequena Tlay, on the west coast, to barter
their catile for powder and Lead with whalers; thus they receive
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only two bottles-full of coarse powder, or forly balls, for a good
ox.  Sometimes, however, they are made drunk, and get nothing
at all,

I asked the Naundguas why they did not come into the eolony
to exchange their cattle with the eolomsts for eloth, &c.? Tllej'
answeredl, “ We are afraud to do so.”  But it 1s evident that, f
they were w be protected by o magistraie, living near the frontier,
they would have no cnuse for apprehension; and T therefore
represented the case strongly 1o the Government at the Cape,
that a trude may be commenced in Namdqua-land, the beneficial
influence of wluch LIy lrvcntuall_'r' lse gmatly extended.

July 13 —Huaving retraced our steps dewn the Koan-guip we
again reached Bethany, and after two days’ halt, we proceeded
on our journey, ina more south-westerly direction than our out-
ward route Load been.  The country ai this season of the year was
parched and burnt up 11l we got as far as Heris, or wet ground.
We travelled over broad plains, with mountains to the left, but
without a single inliabitant, frem seven miles to the south of Be-
thany, (where there were a few Namdgua families on the (Qua-
banap, or Javelin River,) to the Gariep: duoring the first part
of the distance the country abounded i lLions, which, as we
advanced, were succeeded by leopards.

.fufy 25— rossed the ITcn'nm'p, or Thick Bush River. Here
we saw iron occmrring in veinson the side of a hill.  There i3 also
said to be to the N E. of Bethany, near the Greai Fish Hiver, a
Plaln covered with Inrgn masses of iron, some of which rcquirc
soveral men to hift them. 1 have got specimens of this iron.
It s not unlikely, too, from the indications we saw, that coal may
b found to the south of Hctha.n}'.

July 27.— At Heris the first signs of the South African spring
were seen; the plaing were covered with dark-green shrubly
plants, relieved by the bright hues of flowers; and as we walked
afler our cattle in the morming and evening march, the sense of
smelling was regaled with the aromatic scent of desert plants,
which burst, in a variety of forms, from the seil which bad recenily
been moistened with showers.  About this time we subsisted for
two or three weeks on ostrich eggs.

July 30.—We fowl the region of the Orange River wild amd
barren as before—the lnlls scattered in great confusion. We
wrossed the river at the ford ealled Hununlsip, or that of the Elmn_f
Black Sheep, distant about forty miles from the sea ; the stream

s about 450 yards wide, and flowing briskly, yet T forded it
with water only up 10 my waisl. The banks were low : looking
towards the east mountons closed 10 the view, affording a wild
and romantic scene. To the westward high Lills intervened be-
tween us and the sea.
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Aﬂguﬂ,' 1.—After o 11:\\_}'15 Lialt, we left the banks of the Great
River, and thovgh it was the beginning of the South African
spring, the poor cattle had about this time no grass, only the tops
of bushes, and the Teaves of the ebonyetree, for a fortmght. My
cattle, thevefore, were fast lnocking up; we had alveady lefi at
miervals on the road o span ol fourteen, and had eaten another
span, 1 therefore sent into the eolony to Komidkae for assistance,
which was immmlimtn]_‘g.' remdered by the excellent Bastanrds nnder
the earve of the Rev. Mr. Schinelin, At Bty miles farther south
we regained the route we had followed on our way 10 Ans; and,
I.Tﬂ"ﬂ‘l.]i.l'lg muthwar‘r]a, M

August 8, 1 agnin gladly crossed the Kowsie River, the houn-
dary of the colony, and tarrying o short tine with the hospitalde
wld miﬁsluﬂn:j.‘, My, Schenclin, wlhe has translated the four Evan-
grelists 1nte the Namdgua langusge, 1 journeved 1o the Olifant
River, and h_v the beautiful distriet of the Twﬂ'ul}'*fuur Rivers,
by the Pasr] and Stellenbosch, and during the finest season of the
year, when the face of naturve was fresh and green with verdure
amd brilliant with wild-flowers, T reached Coape Town on the
st of September in health and strength, fecling very prateful fur
the manner in whick mysell and people had hecn mer cifully pre-
served daring the vear of our journevings in the bush and ou the
ronl.

In justice tv my people, I must say that they were animated by
a good spirit througlout the Dklll:lllllun {mrmmh the ronghest T b
undertalicn r]Ltrmg an expenionce of sixteen years of voyages and
travels); they were respectful and ohedient, and showed no want
of courage ; and, above all, they severally submitted with patience
to the privations and hardships to which such an expedition was
always exposed.

Thring the whole journey the rocks were found to be chiefly
of [l.rimili.'l.c fnrrn'tﬁun~ g‘r'm'lte old red sandstone, mica slate,
{ particularly alsout the Kiisip,} guartz with imbedded erysials
of feldspar, hornblend. &e. T brooght away many specimens of
copper and some of iron,

I mude several drawings of the matives and of remarkable
scenery, such as the Table Mountain of Tans, the Bull's Mouth
Pass, and of the mountains to the eastward of Ni-nis®

The accompanying map has been compiled from my original
daly tracks, showing the course Ly compass, and the Jistances
caleulated from the rate of awazgon drawn by bullocks, travelling
three Dritish miles an hour: when we rade on pack-oxen, four
miles an-hour have been allowed. A starting 1 was well pro-
vided with instruments, but being without any companion or

* Theae, with my exiended Netes, L hope to be able shortly to lay befere the
pubilic.
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assistant, added 1o the difficolties attendant on travelling in Africa
wethe necessity for making personally every arrangement for our
march and for our nig—lﬂ,’s halt-—the l]iﬂicull.}? of ]‘:ruv'lding food—
of dealing with the natives—of preventing drunkenness and quar-
rels among a party at times fifiy in pumber—and the constant
exertion Tequired to keep all in good Inmour, sccupied my whole
time, and dul oot allow me letsore to make as much wse of the
instruments as I could have wished ; yet as the route chiefly lies
between known points, and as the daily tracks have been revised
by that careful geographer Mr., John Arrowsmith, there can he
little doult that the present map of the western region is a very
near approximation to the truth, and offers a route of wpwards
of 1500 miles which has never appeared in any former map of
Southern Africs.

With respect to the ohjects in matural history collected
during my journey, I have the gratification to subjoin the notes
of Mr. W. Ogilby on the mammalia ; of Mr. Julin Gould on the
Lirds; and of Professor Lindley on the plants. Their names
alome will be sufficient guarantee for the acearacy of the descrip-
tions; and I may be here permitted w offer them my sincere
thanks for their kindness in so promptly acceding to my request.

List of new and rare Mamimnalia collected by Captain Alexander
during bis recent expedition into the country of the Didmaras :—

IL—QuapruMaxa.
1. Cymecephalus Porcaring (Doddeart),

IL—CuerRorTERA.
LN ,l"l-"yl“ﬂi“i"i& Aﬁnfﬂ []}r. Emilh:l_

ITI.—<InsECTIVORA.
3. Chrysochloris Ddmarensis (Ogilby), new species.
. Mucroseelides Alexandre {Ogilby ), new species.
. Mucrogeelides Melgnofis (Ogilby), new species,

IV.—Carnivora,

3. Guls Capenyiy (Schreber).

7. Musiele ‘{ET:EHJ { Desmarest ).

8. Fiverree Felina? ("Thonberg).

W Herpestes Melonurus (D, Smith).
it Cymictis Giyilhii { Dr. Smith).
11. Proteles Crivfate (Penny Cyclopadia, i, 2.
12, Canis Megalotis {Cuvier).
13, Canis Mesomelas {Ercleben),
14, Felis Leo { Linnmus).
13, Felis Nigripes (Burchell).
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V.—Ropexria,
16, Bathyerqus Ddmarensiz (Ogilby), new species,
17, Graphyrus Blegans (Ogilby), new species.
18, Geoscinrus Crapensis (Dr. Smith),
19, Lopus Rupesfris (Dv. Bmith).
VIi—Pacuvpeamara.
20, Eguuy Zebra { Linneus).
21, Rhimocerss Africenus { Desmarest).
a2 Rhinoeeros Somus ? {Bu rchell), an imllr_'rfuﬂi shull.
2% Hyrar Capensiy (Schreber),

VIL—Rumrvaxria.
24, Antilope Ewcore { Forster).
25, Antilape Tragulvs (Forster).
2, Antifope Trogulofdes (Ozilby), new species.
It will be observed from the preceding eataloguoe that nearly
a fourth of the mammals collected by [:nltlnin Alexander are new
species, that is to say, six out of twenty-six ; and of the remaining
twenty, soven, ¥ig, Nos. 2, 0, 10, 11, 12, 20, and 21, are stll rare
in cabinets of natural hustory. This is a very large proporiion of
new and rare specimens from a country so repeated]y and so care-
fu]lf e:.]]lrrrnrl as South Afriea; and | |11:||1'l'11}' L'lmgra.r.ulut.c {_,'up-
tain Alexander upoen the sucoess which has attended this part of
his mission. 1 have endeavoured to acknowledge the obligations
which Captain Alexander hoas conferréd upon the cultivalors of
natural seience, by connecting his npme with one of the new spe-
cies which be bas discovered.
W, 0.

Upnn examinngr the Interesting collection of Birds browuglt
Lome by Captain Alexander {rom the interior of South Adfrica, 1
finel many rare species, and several which appear to me to be new
to scienee.  The collection consists of 320 specimens and 125
species.  The following is a slight enumeration of them :—

OFf the Raptorial order, or birds of prey, there are thirty-four
specimens and sixteen species, viz., two vultures, Neaphron Pero-
npferus and N, Monochus; twenty-two faleons (ten slpm:'mﬁj,
among the more remarkable of which is a very beantiful eagle,
with a red breast and white tail, and a very diminutive troe fnleon,
half as large again as 2 sparvew, with a red back and spotted tail ;
elevenowls {four species) ; one of the genus Swrnie, two of Seaps,
and one of Athepe.

OF the Insessorial order, or perching birds, there are 235 spe-
cimens and seventy species.  OFf these seventecn specimens (six
species) belung to the Fissirostral tribe, viz, 1 Cuprimulyus ; 2



a8 Captain J. E. Arexanper’s Expedifion, &

species of Coracias ; one of which, the natives say, alights on the
horn of the rhinoceros.  These examples are highly interesting,
as showing the southern Jfimit of the range of this heautiful tre-
pical form.  Two species of Merops and one Aleeds.  OF the
Dentirostral tribe there are sisty specimens (twenly-two species),
among which secur examples of the following genera :— Lanius
{1wo species), Croleropus Ef:'rjfur, Pretrocinela, Saxicola, Teos. OF
the Conirostres uight.]'—s'ix Slh::c'lmr_'ns (twrznl:,--ﬂve ﬁpﬁdl’.‘ﬁ}, CoIm -
prising examples of the genera Euplectes, Esirilda, Amading,
Plocews, Postor, Lamprofornis, and Corews.  Of the Scansores
thiere are forty-two specimens (twelve species), of the genera Co-
{ing, Buceo, Picus, a very rare Corylhaiy deseribed by Dr. Smith,
and an apparently-new Agapornis or small parvot,  OF the Te-
nuirostres thirty specimens (six species), of the genera Upupa,
Rivinopomastus, Cinnyriz, &c.  Of the Rasorial onder there are
vight or ten slmt:i{!s, among which are two or, three species ol
rig{:un_r. anil examples of the genern Otis {three species), Cursoring
histnetus, Plerocles, Froncelines, Strathio, Charadring, Se.

The collection 15 not so neh i birds of the Grallatorial and
Natatorial orders as in those of the preceding. Among the
Grallatores are examples of the genera Numenius, Ardea, Tringe,
and Umbreffe, and m the Natatores, Anser, Adnos, Gullinula,
and Podiceps.

I G,

Among the Plants, collected bevond the country vsually visited
by strangers, oceur two or three species of Pappaphorsm ; a curious
spiny plant with hoary leaves and large flowers, somewhat resem-
I jug an Ereobedio n size amd appesrance, but belonging to the
natural arder Solangees; several Acanthaceous plants, particu-
larly one with bright blue flowers and spiny leaves, allied to Bor-
leria and Acanthodium ; the rare ﬂiupl.'ﬁfa }iuﬂ?ﬁaﬂii; a fine iﬂant
related to Sesamum ; two trees belonging to difforent speoes of
the genus Ficus; several dmaranfecea, and an apparently-new
species of f&!uﬁmmﬂ. The most curious plant is, however, whatis
called the Maras, bearing a spiny fruit double the size of anorange ;
of this the single specimen is so imperfect thateven with the assist-
ance of the seeds it is impossible ag yet o form any decided opinien
concerning it.  The specimen resembles Schepperia juncea so
much, that it would be mistaken for it if it were not for the seeds,
which are extremely like thuse of sume cucurbitaceous plant,
















