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however, indiate an approximate ratio of eight males to five females
in the study area.

Wing moult is slow: each remex takes about a month for replacement,
Body moult occurs within the space of a month, usually after rain
while the birds are brzeding. Primary remiges are moulted proximo-
distally from 1 tc 9; secondarices are moulted disto-proximally from

1 to 6. Body moult is antero-posterior with the dorsal surface slight-
ly in advance or the ventral surface.

The main nest predatcocr of the Sociable Vieaver in the Kalahari sand-
veid i3 ihe Cape Cobra Naja nivea., This snake causes great losses

of eggs and chicks; one cobra may eat the contents of an entire nest
mass at one feed. Another nest predator which causes smaller losses

of eggs and chicks but great descruction to the nest masses is the
Honey Badger Melliveara capesnsis. These are the only two nest predators
on the Sociable Weavers in 12 study area. Predators on adult Socia-
ble Weavers inciude several birds of prey and some small carnivorous
mammals.

Adult Sociable Weaverc have few ectoparasites and hdadly any Mallo~
phaga. A common ecceoparasite on the legs of chicks is a blood-sucking
Dermestes larva which appears not to be harmful., The only endopara-
site found was the nematode Diplotriaena ozouxi, which infected the
abdominai air =aczs of the adult biirds.

The nest material of the Social Weavers'! communal nest masses is in-
habited by a wealth c¢f ivvertebrate animals znd a few harmless rep-
tiles such as skinks anu geckoos.

v

Some of the chami.earz in a Sociable Weaver nest mass may be taken over
by other species c¢f bizds. Most of these, such as the Red-headed Finch
amading erythrccaiphala., use the chambers for breeding purposes only,
but the most impo.ta the Pygmy Falcon Polihierax
semitorquatus, is5 a nermanent resident in the chambers. The presence
of Pygmy Falconz .s resented by the weavers, but the falcons may help
to keep snakes awav from *he nest nass. Adult 3ociable Weavers are
not normalily .prevecd on v Pygmy Falcons, although the falcons may
occasionarl_ take younyg weavers in the nest chambers.
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The top of a nesi mass mav be used as a nest site by the Giaht Eagle-
Owl Bubo lacteur., Bern Owls Tyvio alba may use cavities in the super-
structure of a nect maas ©£or roosting in. Neither of these owls

£or
appeared to prey on the weavers,

The food of the Sociable weaver during the study period consisted

of 78,9% of animal material by wet welght; the rest was mainly seeds,
mostly of green qrasses. The young are fed entirely on animal food.
The most important single source of animal food in the Kakhari is
the harvester termite, Hodotermes mossambica. Sociable Weavers are
independent of drinking water under natural conditions. Members of

a colony <o nct usually feed more than about 1,5 km from the nest
mass.

RANDOM MOVEMLNTS nS AN ADAPTATION TO ARID ENVIRONMENTS

P, le S. Milstein

The climatic fluctituations of Scuthern wnfrica are considerable, and
it is often essential that birds are able to adapt to these. Random
movements to more favcurable a eas, distinguished from migration as
being irregular, are of advantage. They may be short or finally ex-
tensive, gradually extended to a journey from which the birds may
never return. The term "I:rvpition'" is this context for large and
spectacular randcm movemants con be criticised.,
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European findings of the ultimate cause of these movements being

food shortage are supported. Under our conditions this appears to be
the result of rainfall, with temperature secondary rgther than pri-
mary. However a European suggestion (SV¥ardson) of such movements
having the same proximal causes as true migration seems less certain,
and an alternative suggestion (Lack) of high population numbers is
likely to be only contributory. The conclusion of Cornwallis that a
situation of population - food imbalance results in these random
movements does not seem disputable on present indications.

Similarly his conclusion that hese random movements are far more
widespread than 1s gererally supposed is also strongly supported. Ten-
tative indications from a three-yezr sojournat Barberspan on the
western edge of the Highveld are presented in the light of available
earlier data. It seems clear that contributions from modest "bird
observatories", on European lines but possibly less elaborate, could
be of considerable value ih assessing the minimal tolerances of many
of our indigenous species to environmental variations.

BREEDING HABITS OF THE
CHESTNUT WEAVER, PLOC:EUS RUBIGINOSUS

JoS. Watt »
A talk, 1llustrated by slides, covering the fcllowing aspécts:

Early reports - Personal observatinns - Seasonal nature of breeding
- Choice of nesting terrain - Choice of nesting sites - Breeding
pattern - The eggs - General observations

LETTER rROM THFE CHAIRMAN OF THE
SOUTH AFRIC/N ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
D, GoJd.A. Curry

Cape Town 15.10.73
Dear Mr Kolberg,

The S.A.0.S. and the Symposium Subcommittee of the S.2£.0.S.
wish to thank you most sincerely and Dr. Rust for the part you both
played in the organisation of the Symposium and the excursion.
Every section of the Symposium was enjoyed fully. ‘

Mr Stoeck must be thanked very much indeed also for all the help he
gave,

At the meeting of the S$.~.0.S. council last night, a unanimous and
sincere vote of thanks was given to the S.W.4. Scientific Society.

The excursion was very well organised and we were indeed fortunate
to be informed about desert Biology by Dr. Jensen and Mr Berry. The
hotel accomodation was of a high standard,

‘We had heard about S.W.A. hospitality and friendship and it was
great to have had the opportunity of experiencing it.
Yours sincerely
Signature
Chairman




