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Figure 1. Albino Pyxicephalus adspersus tadpole, with nall i ted si i .
Taco ven Wyk) y pigmented siblings. (Photo:

RHACOPHORIDAE

Chiromantis xerampelina (Peters, 1854)
Southern Foam-nest Frog

NESTING BEHAVIOUR

In July 2004, a Telkom team cleared Red-billed Buffalo Weaver (Bubalornis ni-
ger) nests from communication towers near Hoedspruit at three locations (South Af-
rica; Mpumalanga — Off Beat Safaris: 24°14°49”8, 30°59°22"E, 2430BB; Tshukudu
Lodge: 24°16°32"S, 30°53°39”E, 2430BD; Epsom: 24°16°33”S, 30°53’39”E
2430BD). Red-billed Buffalo Weavers build large communal nests of twigs anci
branches with nest chambers lined with grass, leaves and roots (G.L. Maclean. 1993.
Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa - Sixth Edition. John Voelcker Bird Book Fund,
Cape Town). Elize Osmers accompanied the team to the first site (Off Beat Safaris)
on the 28th of July 2004. On knocking the nests to the ground, it was found that
Sc.)ut‘hem Foam-nest Frogs (Chiromantis xerampelina) had established themselves
within some of the nest chambers. Telkom officials later noted that frogs had been
ft?und at both other localities but were unable to conclusively confirm the frog spe-
cies concerned.

Submitted by:

ELIZE OSMERS, Department of Economic Development, Environment & Tour-
ism, P.O. Box 146, Hoedspruit 1380. E-mail: elizeosmers@tiscali.co.za & VIN-
CENT EGAN, Department of Economic Development, Environment & Tourism, P.
O. Box 518, Polokwane 0700. E-mail: EganVT@ledet.gov.za.
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REPTILIA: CHELONIA

TESTUDINIDAE

Psammobates oculiferus (Kuhl, 1820)
Serrated or Kalahari Tent Tortoise

LYING-UP PLACES

Psammobates oculiferus is poorly known despite its wide distribution in southern
Africa (Branch, W.R., 1998: Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern
Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape Town). Its range includes the northern three quarters
of Namibia as far south as Mariental, but excludes the arid western Namib Desert re-
gion (Griffin, M., 2003: Annotated Checklist and Provisional National Conservation
Status of Namibian Reptiles. Namibia Scientific Society, Windhoek, Namibia.). Re-
search conducted on three individuals (19 & 2J) from the Windhoek area, central
Namibia has resulted in the following information regarding lying-up placed selected.

Lying-up places included 8 species of trees or shrubs, 6 grasses, 1 herb, as well as
overhanging rocks (5 occasions) and open space (2 occasions). Shrubs and trees
(44.4%) were more frequently selected as lying-up places compared to grasses
(38.9%), rocks or open space (11.1%) and herbs (5.6%). Thomy shrubs/trees (42.3%)
were selected above grasses (36.5%), rocks (9.6%), non-thorny shrubs or herbs
(7.7%) and open space (3.9%). Species most often selected as lying-up places were
Acacia erioloba (15.4%), Acacia mellifera (11.5%) and the grass Anthephora pubes-
cens (9.6%). Grasses most frequently selected as lying-up place are the perennial,
dense tuft forming, Anthephora pubescens (26.3%), Eragrostis nindensis (21%) and
Cenchrus ciliaris (15.8%). No annuals were used as lying-up places. The use of
thorny species and dense tuft forming grasses could possibly add to the defense of the
tortoises or provide more shade, thus also used for thermoregulation.

Positioning of the carapace (i.e. orientation of the posterior) when moving into a
lying-up place is mainly towards the east (easterly direction — E/NE/SE) (38.2%) fol-
lowed by a southerly orientation (S/SE/SW) (30.9%). Orientation of the carapace
towards the east assists basking, by raising the temperature to the optimum required
for foraging whilst in a secure lying-up place. It is thus suggested that selecting a ly-
ing-up place and positioning the carapace does not occur randomly.

Submitted by

PETER L. CUNNINGHAM, Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature Con-
servation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail: pcunningham@polytechnic.
eduna & ANNE SIMANG, Department of Zoological Systematics, Museum of
Natural History, Berlin, Germany. E-mail: anne.simang@yahoo.de
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