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The beneﬁts of pmsopzs trees nght well ourwergh thezr dlsaduantages says Andreas ‘Wienecke, Research Manager at -
t}ze Habitat Research and Develapment Cent:re of Namibia. He suggests that these trees should possibly be regarded as a

multz pz{rpose speczes zdeally sulted' o Namrbzas and’ regmns

ﬁed asa hardwnod tree

T Namibm pmsop1s 5 \mde-'-.
~ spread. There are: several .-
“types, including ‘the honey -
prosopis, Frosopis. glandula—_
sa, and the velvet prosopls S
- P velutina. The spines of £ -
glandulosa emerge at:modes.

: pn.the branches -and “the

: ~Jeaflets ‘of P uglutma have v

._grey ha.trs

o :Prosnpls trees

Though prosopis ds-
found in-many parts -
“of - Southern - Africa,”
it - is"not: an - African’
: gEnus at all. The trees

' ongmated in the arid regions.
" of Mexico and the southern:
: Umted ‘States- of Amanc&;
. where ‘they are’ knows -as.
.'mesquite. The genus belongs
. fo the leguminous {bean-pod- - -

“bearing) family and is cla551— -

"sta:rte:i: g

to ‘spread: in the ‘southern <

. African region after pods

" were imported in the 1940s

| A ma or managemam
- prnblem |

‘as a source of-cattle fod-
der. Livestock ate-them. and

the indigestible - seeds were

" then distributed in the veld.
Due ‘to the easy propaga-

_tHon of the-seeds, prosopis

‘trees established themselves

-gasily. Wild and-du Plessis’

"point-out that in one district

‘in the Great Karoo, prosopis -
increased by 400% within-
.17 years. The result was an’
impenetrable stand of trees -
bearing me - pods. This has:
.led South Africa to proclaim.
it -an  ‘invader species ia"

terms of the Conservation of
", Agricultural Resources Act
fAct No 43 of 1983).

“This indicates that the pro-~
- sopis is difficult to manage.

According to a paper by Nick

Pasiecznik, “For " qver-fifty

years, ranchers in: south-

trol ‘prosopis. The end resuit?
Millions of dollars spent and

- still -mo : ¢ost-effective - pro-
gramme found. Is Sudan, the -
eradication programme. even. -

Mr Frans Ndoroma, Managing Director

' .mclucled trammg clnldren
~to uproot the seedlings. In
- Sputh Africaand "Australia,
" amongst others, eradication .
. or confrol- programmes exist,”
“and new ‘methods of biclogi-
cal control using seed-eating -
beetles are being attempled.”
. The failure to -coutrol the
. spread. of . prosopis- is -the
western USA ‘and Argentina -
‘have tried every possible
‘technique o eradicate or con- .

result of human interference
in natural processes and the

~Tack. of understanding of the
“consequences of such inter-
-ference.” Depending on the

animal that eats the seeds,
prosopis. is either digested

or distributed even further.

“We at Telecom Namibiz are committed to continually improve our performance s 8 socially rasponsible
sompany. We have a vested interestin giving our support to the Namibian communities in which we oper-
ate. We played a founding role in the development of our natian and we continue to grow and invest in ils
heritage. We care because this is cur home. Telecom Namibia is therefore committed to managing its busi-
ness progesses in such a way that it produces an encompassing ond positive impact on saciety.”

pasioral:sts :t rs a boon to the rural poar. o

: "Cattie spreaci the seeds
‘widely, as they do not digest

them, whereas in sheep most
of the seeds they ingest are

‘destroyed - in the' digestive

process. 1n pigs all the seeds
are destroyed. Distribution is’

_therefore less likely to ocour

in “southern Namibia, due

- to ‘the prevalemce of small

stocl, than in northern parts

“of .the country where caitle

are common

Another problem associated

-with prosopis trees is that

during spring they have fluffy

“yellowish flowers, whose pol-

len can cause allergies and




~ hay fever. These concerns.
- have resulied in classifying -
. the- speciés "as a .curse .or
weed. -Some local authori-- -
. tHes require the removal of -
. prosopis in. built-up areds,
... and in’ yurdl areas larmers "
are urged ‘to destroy their.

trees. However, individuals

 and institistions are trying

to promote ‘the utilisation of

" prosopis. An example is. the .
" Henry : Doubleday - Research
-Assoéciation, which has been.

- 'supporting. a. Tree -Seed: Dis-
-~ tribution - Praject since July
' 1089, Since then information

- and advice have been provided

7 0194 projects in 38 African .
<1 countries: Moreover, the seed
- of 106 different selected tree

- "species has been sent to 110

of these-projects ~ enough'to

- plant over three million trees.
-, . The reason is that prosopis -
is drought tolerant and has -

* - 'many potential uses. .-

- Fusadens

' -'J.‘he vers for-: and agamst
prosopis. come: from: differ- -
“ent quarters: Those that can -
. afford bottled gas ‘for_cook-
“ing and 'do not have to raise.
‘Hvéstock “soon” fﬂrget the"

valne of prosopis- as’ a fuel
' ‘and fodder iree. “Comments

' concerning ‘its monoculture,
: lack of aesthetic. value and -
unconfirmed beliefs- on - the
_Iowenng -of - water" tables =
“‘come only from the: more.-'_'
~ building purposes, weapons, .
- tools.. ‘and- furniture:
“wood burns -slowly and is
. smokeless,. and when - used
for. cuokmg, gives food an "
f:_'-_ezceﬂent -Havonr:: {Desert.'_
TS4). The bark ‘can :be uti- -

~affluent. Rural farmers are

invariably aware of the tree’s
- hmportance.. ‘While - prosopis . -

is ‘generally the scourge of

+*‘ranchers and pastoralists; it
*iiis a bobn to-the tural poor.
I’ contrast to the. negative .
classﬁ“matlon of ‘prosopis as-
. a weed, in India, where pro-’
© - sopis' provides. tp; o 70% of
. the firewood nieeds of rural. ..
©. “populations: in dry’ regions; .
B only its value is rwted_’ S

o Aithough the trees can reach L
heights Gf 10 to 20 metIes

ing it? There are many usag- -
es for the various parts of a
B prusupxs tree. S

:they reqmre very httle water ol
The loag root systenis. obtain
the necessary moisture from -

deep in the ground. Prosopis.

can. grow in most soil types;
" including -saline “soils - and -

soils of high alkalinity. This

‘can’ tie” observed “especiatly R
in. Warmbad where the hot-
~water springs provide salme

water to the ared.

'._According_ to --Pasieqinik,.' it |
- seems that once prosopis-has

arrived, it-is: here to stay.
Why not, . therefore, . learn

" how to live'in harmiony with
" this - virtuaily -naturalised - -
-Naribian species? Shouldn't

- Wamibians have ancther look

at this soitrce and start utilis-

The pmduchon of pods and-"
. seeds is dependent: on rain-- . SN
- fall. In years with litte rain,
- prosopis trees may prociuce ne
:pods at all. A’ mature prosopis
. ires pmduces up- tﬂ 50000
séeds per anmum..-The ‘pod
‘producuon is about 334 kg -
per tree (FAQ}, and: there are:-
about 30.000. seeds ‘per kilo-
gram. [W'mrock Iutemahnnai} T
According - to Frank Bonner,
* an average of 7.2 kg of fruits”
- per tree from velvet mesquite . -
“was available, whereas yield
averages for the honey mes:

quzte were: 2 2 kg per tree

The hard and’ durable woud_*_--'_
of- mesqmte can be used for . -mer :
Prosopis has a.uﬁbmhc actmty
and 'its. aqueous ‘gxtracts are’

- lised for makmg cloth ‘bas-::
~kets and rope. The gum of the ;
treesiis usefulin making face -

The. -

2 i R

A good eyewsdsh for treating pink eyes can be:

prepared from the Jeaves.

-annbactena] Tt a]sohas sonth

pmperhes'

“iHor “treating pmk eyes can
‘be prepared fromthe: Jeaves.:
" They..are"also: ised ‘to- treat -
- diarrhoea, intestinal or stom- ‘treeand multi-purpose species” .-
jor ‘Namibia's arid regions? =

" To'answer ‘this,’ mformanon__- o

: ne_e_ds ‘to-be: disseminated in -
-porder to evaluate the useful- " T
“ness and pruhlems assocmted R
"Wlththese trees. B

<. ~ach’ obstructmn, ‘headaches, - '
‘paint, hair dye, pottery.paint painful’‘gums and: ‘bladder
and also’as a ghie t6 mend
'---'-pottery Wild ammals live-
" 'stock and birds nse mesquite
“'ag shelter; and_ bees produce
~honey from the flowers.. "

" infections; and ¢an serve as an

emetic or system cleaz:lser o

.-'Soﬂs under mesqmte trees 5--3
' _are ennched Wlﬂl mtrogen

:Mesqmtf: products far XA -.:':__Mesqmte may be estabhshed I

ple giiin; can'be used for var-
.ous medicinal purposes,’ such i
-as Hce control’ and the treat- -
mentof ' sore ‘throats, skin
sores and ulcers. New Mexico
) '_State Umverslty lists” other
" medicindl ‘properties, stch as.
:1 - ieating-eye ‘conditions;. open’
wounds, . dermatological - ail- -

- as tree erops'for alley crop:. -
" ping, mndbreaks or tlm'ner.- 3
.belts : ) '. e

_Peattte summansed the ben e
efits’ and’; prohlems velated
to: the: spread ‘of ¢ prosopls/- SRR
mesquite asfollows: “Somes- - .

tite s somethmg more-than.

‘atree: it is almost ar elemen: =+ -
force; comya,rable ‘to fire: T
“too valuable to extinguish =

completely ami oo danger

The question is; is it an ideal

Prosopis dlearly Ras more .
benefits than dlsadvantages S



