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MISCELLANEOUS TAXONOMIC NOTES ON AFRICAN BIRDS

XIX

by

P . A .  C L A N C E Y  

( D i r e c t o r ,  D u r b a n  M u s e u m , D u r b a n )

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  n o t e s  r e s u l t  in  t h e  m a in  f r o m  r e c e n t  r e v i 

s i o n a r y  s t u d ie s  o f  s o u t h e r n  a n d  e a s t e r n  A f r i c a n  b i r d  s p e c ie s  c a r r i e d  

o u t  in  t h e  D u r b a n  M u s e u m , u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l e d  s p e c im e n  r e s o u r c e s  

o f  s e v e r a l  m u s e u m s .  F o r  t h e  l o a n  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  m a t e r ia l  I  a m  v e r y  

g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  in s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o f f i c ia l s :  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

M u s e u m , C a p e  T o w n  (D r .  J .  M . W i n t e r b o t t o m ) ; E a s t  L o n d o n  

M u s e u m  (M is s  M . C o u r t e n a y - L a t i m e r ) ; N a t a l  M u s e u m , P i e t e r 

m a r i t z b u r g  (D r .  J .  A .  P r i n g l e ) ;  T r a n s v a a l  M u s e u m  ( D r '  V .  F i t z -  

S im o n s  a n d  M r . O .  P .  M . P r o z e s k y ) ;  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  o f  S o u t h e r n  

R h o d e s i a ,  B u l a w a y o  (M r . M . P .  S t u a r t  I r w i n ) ;  C o r y n d o n  M u s e u m , 

N a i r o b i  (M r . J o h n  G . W i l l i a m s ) .

I n  t h e  e n s u in g  n o t e s  I  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  c o l o u r  n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  

R i d g w a y ,  Color Standards and Color Nomenclature, 1912 ( W a s h i n g 

t o n ) .  T h e  r e l e v a n t  p l a t e  n u m b e r s  in  t h is  s t a n d a r d  w o r k  a r e  g i v e n  

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r s t  m e n t i o n  o f  a  c o l o u r  b y  n a m e .

1 . T W O  N E W  G E O G R A P H I C A L  R A C E S  O F  T H E  Y E L L O W -  

B I L L  CEUTHMOCHARES AEREUS  ( V I E I L L O T )

T h e  r a c e s  o f  t h e  Y e l l o w b i l l  Ceuthmochares aereus ( V i e i l l o t ) ,  w h o s e  

c l o s e  f a m i l i a l  r e la t iv e s  a r e  f o u n d  in  t h e  O r i e n t a l  R e g i o n  ( S u b - f a m i l y  

P h o e n i c o p h a i n a e ) ,  r e s id e n t  in  E a s t  A f r i c a  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s t a t e d  t o  

b e  C.a.aereus ( V i e i l l o t ) ,  1817: M a l i m b e ,  P o r t u g u e s e  C o n g o ,  o r
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by P . A . Clancey 1 8 5

G y l d e n s t o l p e ,  N .  Kungl. Sv. Vet. Akademiens Handlingar, T r e d j e  

S e r ie n , B a n d  1, 3 , 1 9 2 4 , p p .  2 5 3 , 2 5 4 .

P e t e r s ,  J .  L .  “ C h e c k - L i s t  o f  B i r d s  o f  t h e  W o r l d ” , v o l .  i v ,

1 9 4 0 , p .  5 1 .

S c h o u t e d e n ,  H .  “ D e  V o g e l s  v a n  B e lg i s c h  C o n g o  e n  v a n  R u a n d a -  

U r u n d i ” , v o l .  i ,  1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 0 , - p p .  4 8 1 , 4 8 2 .

S c la t e r ,  W .  L .  “ S y s t e m a  A v i u m  A e t h i o p i c a r u m ” , p a r t  i , 1 9 2 4 , 

p . 1 8 8 .

2 . O N  T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  L A K E  D O W ,  B E C H U A N A L A N D ,  

F O R M  O F  CERTH ILAUDA  ALBOFASC IATA  L A F R E S N A Y E

W h i t e ,  Bull.Brit.Orn.Club, v o l .  8 1 , 2 , 1 9 6 1 , p .  3 3 , h a s  p r o p o s e d  

Chersomanes albofasciata barlowi a s  a  n e w  r a c ia l  t a x o n  f r o m  t h e  

L a k e  D o w  a r e a  o f  t h e  B e c h u a n a l a n d  P r o t e c t o r a t e ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  a s  a ll  o t h e r  a u t h o r s ,  in c l u d i n g  W i n t e r b o t t o m  a n d  M a c 

d o n a l d ,  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  r e v is e r s ,  n o w  p l a c e  albofasciata in  t h e  

g e n u s  Certhilauda, t h e  n a m e  barlowi c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  a  r a c e  o f  

S p ik e - h e e le d  L a r k  w h e n  t h e  s p e c ie s  is  p l a c e d  in  Certhilauda, b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  Certhilauda albescens barlowi ( R o b e r t s ) ,  1 9 3 7  ( = P s eu - 

dammomanes barlowi R o b e r t s ) .

I n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  2 3  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 1 , M r .  W h i t e ’ s  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  

d r a w n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  barlowi W h i t e ,  1 9 6 1 , w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

t h o s e  w o r k e r s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  k e e p  C.albofasciata in  Certhilauda, a n d  

i t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  p r o p o s e  a  n e w  n a m e .  U n d e r  d a t e  

2 5  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 1 , M r . W h i t e  r e p l i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ O n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  n a m in g  Chersomanes a.barlowi, t h e  c h o i c e  w a s  

o f  c o u r s e  m a d e  w i t h  f u l l  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  barlowi in  

‘Certhilauda’ . A s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  f r o m  Bull.B.O.C. 8 0 , p p .  2 3 -2 4 ,  

I  d e c i d e d  t h a t  Chersomanes s h o u l d  b e  r e t a i n e d ,  a n d  h e n c e  I  s e e  

n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  n a m e . T h o s e  w h o  w is h  t o  r e t a in  

Certhilauda in  i t s  o l d  f o r m  w h i c h  I  r e g a r d  a s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  w i l l  

o f  c o u r s e  h a v e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  n e w  n a m e .  S in c e  I  s h a ll  c o n t i n u e  

t o  r e c o g n is e  Chersomanes, I  o b v i o u s l y  c a n n o t  d o  s o . ”

A s  a ll  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  a n d  m o s t  o v e r s e a s  w o r k e r s  n o w  k e e p  t h e  

S p i k e - h e e l e d  L a r k  in  Certhilauda a n d  d o  n o t  r e c o g n is e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  

o f  Chersomanes, a  n e w  n a m e  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  L a k e  D o w  

r a c e .  I  p r o p o s e —

Certhilauda albofasciata salinicola, n o m .n o v . ,
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1 8 6 Miscellaneous Taxonomic Notes on African Birds

p r o  Chersomanes albofasciata barlowi W h i t e ,  Bull.Brit.Orn.Club, v o l .  

8 1 , 2 , 1 9 6 1 , p .  3 3 , n o t  Pseudammomanes barlowi R o b e r t s ,  Ostrich, 

v o l .  v i i i ,  2 , 1 9 3 7 , p .  9 5  (=Certhilauda albescens barlowi ( R o b e r t s ) ) .

3 . A  N E W  S U B S P E C I E S  O F  CERCOMELA TRACTRAC

( W I L K E S )  F R O M  T H E  A R I D  C O A S T  O F  L I T T L E  N A M A -

Q U A L A N D

A  s e r ie s  o f  t h i r t y - e i g h t  a d u l t  s p e c im e n s  o f  t h e  T r a c t r a c  C h a t  

f r o m  t h e  w h i t e  c o a s t a l  s a n d - d u n e  z o n e  o f  L i t t l e  N a m a q u a l a n d  

p r o v e s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  w e l l - d e f in e d  n e w  r a c e ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  k n o w n  a s

Cercomela tractrac nebulosa, s u b s p .n o v .

Type: <J, a d u l t .  W h i t e  c o a s t a l  s a n d - d u n e s  a t  M c D o u g a l l  B a y ,  

s o u t h  o f  P o r t  N o l l o t h ,  L i t t l e  N a m a q u a l a n d ,  n o r t h - w e s t e r n  C a p e  

P r o v i n c e .  3 1  M a y ,  1 9 6 2 . C o l l e c t e d  b y  P .  A .  C la n c e y .  I n  t h e  c o l l e c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  D u r b a n  M u s e u m .

Diagnosis: W h e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  C.t.tractrac ( W i lk e s ) ,  1 8 1 7 : 

U n i o n d a l e ,  s o u t h e r n  C a p e  P r o v i n c e ,  f o u n d  t o  b e  m u c h  p a le r  a n d  

g r e y e r  o n  t h e  u p p e r - p a r t s ,  b e i n g  g r e y i s h  D r a b  (p i .  x l v i )  o n  t h e  

m a n t l e ,  a s  a g a in s t  O l i v e - B r o w n  (p i .  x l ) ;  r u m p  p a le r  ( L ig h t  P in k i s h  

C in n a m o n  (p i . x x i x ) ;  in  C.t.tractrac C in n a m o n  ( s a m e  p i . ) ) .  O n  

u n d e r - p a r t s  m a r k e d l y  w h i t e r ,  le s s  v i n a c e o u s  b r o w n  t i n g e d  o v e r  t h e  

b r e a s t ,  w h i c h  is  o n l y  l i g h t l y  w a s h e d  w i t h  g r e y .

F r o m  C.t.barlowi ( R o b e r t s ) ,  ] 9 3 7 :  A u s ,  G r e a t  N a m a q u a l a n d ,  

d i f f e r s  in  b e i n g  d i s t i n c t l y  c o l d e r  a n d  g r e y e r ,  le s s  b u f f i s h  o n  t h e  u p p e r -  

p a r t s  (g r e y i s h  D r a b ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  A v e l l a n e o u s  (p i . x l )  in  C.t. 

barlowi. O n  u n d e r - p a r t s  m a r k e d l y  w h i t e r .

C.t.albicans ( W a h l b e r g ) ,  1 8 5 5 :  W a l v i s  B a y ,  D a m a r a l a n d ,  is  m o r e  

w h i t i s h ,  le s s  c o l d  a n d  g r e y ,  o n  t h e  d o r s a l  s u r f a c e  ( m a n t le  V i n a c e o u s -  

B u f f  (p i .  x l ) ,  a s  a g a in s t  g r e y i s h  D r a b  in  C.t.nebulosa), a n d  is  p u r e  

w h i t e  b e l o w .

Measurements: W i n g s  ( f la t t e n e d )  o f  9  8 1 .5 - 8 9  ( 8 5 .5 ) ,  7  $ $

7 9 .5 - 8 3 .5  (8 0 .3 )  m m .  W i n g - t i p s  a l l  a b r a d e d .

Material examined: C.t.nebulosa, 3 9 ;  C.t.tractrac, 3 9 ;  C.t.barlowi, 

1 4 ; C.t.albicans, 4 . C.t.hoeschi ( N ie t h a m m e r ) ,  n o t  e x a m i n e d .

Range: K n o w n  o n l y  f r o m  t h e  w h i t e  c o a s t a l  s a n d - d u n e s  o f  t h e  

a r id  c o a s t  o f  L i t t l e  N a m a q u a l a n d ,  f r o m  s o m e  m i le s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  

P o r t  N o l l o t h  t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  l o w e r  O r a n g e  R i v e r ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

w h i t e  c o a s t a l  d u n e s  o f  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  G r e a t  N a m a q u a l a n d .  B i r d s

R
ep

ro
d

u
ce

d
 b

y 
Sa

b
in

et
 G

a
te

w
a

y 
u

n
d

er
 l

ic
en

ce
 g

ra
n

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

P
u

b
li

sh
er

 (
d

a
te

d
 

.)


