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(D ire c to r, D u rb a n  M u se u m , D u rb a n )

O N  T H E  R I N G E D  P L O V E R  CHARADRIUS HIATICULA 

L I N N A E U S  I N  S O U T H E R N  A F R IC A

F o llo w in g  S a lo m o n sen , Dan. Biol. Medd., vol. xx ii, 1955, p p . 1 -  62, 

o n ly  th e  A rc tic  race  o f  th e  R in g e d  P lo v e r Charadrius hiaticula L in 

n a e u s  is c u r re n tly  reco g n ised  as re a c h in g  th e  so u th e rn  p a r ts  o f  th e  

A fro tro p ic s  d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  w in te r . V a ria tio n  in  th e  

p re s e n t p lo v e r has b e e n  s tu d ie d  s in ce  S e e b o h m ’s tim e  b y  m an y  

w o rk e rs  w ith  lit tle  a g re e m e n t am o n g  th e m  as to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s u b s p e 

cific  ta x a  w h ic h  ju s tify  re c o g n itio n . D e m e n tie v  a n d  G la d k o v , Syst. 
Av.Rossicarum, vo l. ii, 1960, p . 76, reco g n ised  n o  races  in  C.hiati
cula sens, strict., w h ile  V au rie , Birds Palearctic Fauna, vol. ii (N o n  P a s -  

se rifo rm es), 1965, p p . 371 - 373, a d m itte d  n o m in a te  C.hiaticula L in 

n aeu s , 1758: S w ed en , an d  C.h.tundrae (L ow e), 1915: V a lley  o f  th e  

Y enese i, U .S .S .R .,  t re a tin g  C.semipalmatus B o n a p a rte , 1825: C o a s t o f  

N e w  Je rsey , U .S .A . as a se p a ra te  sp ec ie s. I n  s h a rp  c o n tra s t to  th e  c o n 

c lu sion s o f  V au rie  a n d  th e  R u ss ian  sp ec ia lis ts  a re  th o se  o f  H a le  as la id  

d o w n  in  h is  re c e n t Waders, 1980, p p . 48 - 8 1 ,1 2 6 -1 4 5 , w h o ,fo llo w in g  

th e  f in d in g s  reach ed  b y  o n e  o f  his P h .D . s tu d e n ts  (R . C . T a y lo r) , 

recogn ises in  a d d itio n  to  n o m in a te  hiaticula a n d  tundrae, C. h.psammo- 
droma S a lo m o n sen , 1930: F ae ro es , Ic e la n d , G re e n la n d  a n d  C u m b e r 

la n d  S o u n d , B affin  I s la n d , a n d  C.h.kolymensis B u tu r lin , 1932: d e lta  o f  

th e  K o ly m a, U .S .S .R . T h e  co n c lu s io n s  re a c h e d  b y  H a le  a n d  h is  co 

w o rk e rs  a re  th e  re su lt  o f  s tu d y in g  ex ten siv e  m a te r ia l co llec tiv e ly  as a 

u n i t  in  o n e  c e n tre , w hereas V a u rie ’s re se a rc h  w as e ffec ted  p ie cem ea l 

b y  v is itin g  in d iv id u a l co llec tio n s , a n d  is a cco rd in g ly  u n sa tis fa c to ry .

V a ria tio n  in  C. hiaticula affec ts  g e n e ra l size  as ex p re ssed  in  av erag e  

w in g - le n g th  in  a d u lts  a n d  in  th e  re la tiv e  b ro w n n e ss  o r  g rey n ess  o f  th e  

u p p e r -p a r ts .  I n  b ro a d  te rm s , s e d e n ta ry , m o d e ra te ly  m ig ra to ry  o r

V O L . X I I I ,  P A R T  10 IS S U E D  1st O C T O B E R , 1982
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134 Miscellaneous Taxonomic Notes on African Birds

p p . 197 -  198), is la rg e ly  i f  n o t e n tire ly  se d e n ta ry . T h e  la t te r ’s 

o c c u rre n c e  in  S o u th  A frican  w a te rs  ap p e a rs  un lik ely .

As lo n g  ago  as 1934, P e te rs , Check-List Birds of the World, vo l. ii, p . 

310, a d m itte d  C. a. antarctica as reach in g  th e  S o u th  A frican  co asts as a  

n o n -b re e d in g  v isito r, yet th e  o ccu rren ce  o f  th is , a second  su bsp ecies o f  

C. antarctica o n  th e  S o u th  A frican  reg io n a l lis t, is d e n ie d  b y  B rooke. 

T h e  D u rb a n  sp ec im en  d a te d  20 S e p te m b e r , 1968, a n d  th e  L e v e n  

P o in t, Z u lu la n d , sk in  d a te d  4  M a rc h , 1975, a re  in  th e ir  g en era lly  

r e d d e r  fac ie s  r e fe ra b le  to  th e  n o m in a te  C. antarctica/C. chilensis 

assem b la ge , a n d  in  th e  lig h t o f  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e se  sp ec im en s I  

su b m it th e  ac tio n  o f  P e te rs  in  lis tin g  C. a. antarctica as reach in g  S o u th  

A frican  w ate rs  was a d e q u a te ly  ju s tified . V in cen t, Check List of the 

Birds of South Africa, 1952, p . 32, lis ted  n o m in a te  antarctica as w ell as 

intercedens (= madagascariensis), w h ile  C la n cey , Catalogue of Birds of 
the South African Sub-Region, 1965, p . 309, a d m itte d  b o th  antarctica 

a n d  lonnbergi, w ith  w h ich  intercedens w as e q u a ted .

In  th e  lig h t o f  th e se  co m m e n ts , th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  in  re sp e c t o f  

th e  Catharacta fo rm s to  b e  a d m itte d  fo r  S o u th  A frican  w a te r  o n  p . 308 

o f  B ro o k e’s p a p e r  o f  1978 sh o u ld  b e  a m e n d e d  to  read :

(a) C a t h a r a c t a  m a c c o r m ic k i  (S a u n d e rs) , 1893

(b) C a t h a r a c t a  a n t a r c t i c a

Catharacta antarctica antarctica (L esso n ), 1831 

Catharacta antarctica madagascariensis (B o n ap arte ) , 1857

(? =  intercedens M a th e w s , 1913).

O N  MALACONOTUS BLANCHOTI 

S T E P H E N S  I N  S O U T H  W E S T  A F R IC A

I n  th e  re c e n t S .A .O .S . Checklist of Southern African Birds, 1980, p . 

247, th e  sin g le  re c o rd  o f  th e  G re y h e a d e d  B u sh sh rik e  Malaconotus 

blanchoti S te p h e n s  fro m  n o r th -w e s te rn  S o u th  W est A frica  w as 

re fe rre d  to  th e  fo rm  Malaconotus monteiri (S h a rp e ) , 1870: D o n d e  R ., 

L u a n d a , A ngo la . I n  a n o te  a d d e d  to  th e  lis tin g  o f  th e  re c o rd  o f  monteiri 
f ro m  O k o m b a m b i, C u n e n e  R ., d a te d  J u n e , 1963 (th e  sp e c im e n  in  th e  

co llec tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  M u se u m , W in d h o e k ), it  is s ta te d  th a t  “ B ird s  o c 

c u rr in g  w ith in  p re s e n t  lim its  m ay  b e  d is tin g u ish a b le  f ro m  tru e  

monteiri. ”  H a ll , M o re a u  a n d  G a lb ra ith , Ibis, vol. cv iii, 2 ,1 9 6 6 , p p . 161 

-  182, d is t in g u ish  monteiri f ro m  A n g o lan  p o p u la tio n s  o f  M. blanchoti 
o n  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  facial w h ite  to  co ver th e  e n tire  o rb i t  (in 

blanchoti th e  w h ite  is c o n fin e d  to  th e  lo ra l su rface ), th e  g rey ish  as 

o p p o se d  to  y e llo w ish  ir id e s , a n d  th e  fac t th a t  it  ap p e a rs  to  b e  an  

ev e rg re e n  fo re s t a n d  n o t  a sav an n a  w o o d la n d  fo rm . T h e  ta x o n  monteiri 
is r e c o rd e d  f ro m  fo u r  lo ca lities  be lo w  th e  e sc a rp m e n t in  A n g o la , an d  

s im ila r  b ird s  a re  lis ted  f ro m  C a m e ro u n  (B uea , M t  C a m e ro u n )  (tax on  

M.perspicillatus (R e ich en o w ), 1894), a n d  K e n y a  in  th e  K ak am eg a
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by P. A. Clancey 135

F o re s t. T h e  K ak am eg a  sp e c im e n  seem s n o  lo n g e r to  ex is t. H a ll et al., 
co n s id e r monteiri to  lie c lo ser to  M.cruentus (L esso n ) th a n  to  th e  

sav an n a -d w e llin g  blanchoti.

W h ile  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  S. A. O. S. Checklist a p p re c ia te d  th a t  th e  u se  

o f  th e  n a m e  monteiri f o r  th e  s in g le  C u n e n e  R ., S o u th  W e s t 

A fr ic a /A n g o la  b o rd e r , r e c o rd  w as in  all p ro b a b ility  ill-ad v ised , th e y  

o verlo o k ed  th e  fac t th a t  M eise , Zool.Beitr., vol. x iv , 1968, p p . 5 1 - 5 6 ,  

h a d  a lre a d y  reso lv ed  th e  issu e  b y  p ro p o s in g  M. b. citrinipectus as a  n e w  

su b sp ec ie s fro m  s o u th e rn  A n gola .

M.b.citrinipectus M e ise , 1968: Q u ip e io , H u a m b o  (a t c. 12° 2 7 ' S ., 

15° 33 ' E .) , A ngo la , w as d e sc r ib e d  as re se m b lin g  M.b.interpositus 

H a r te r t ,  1911: 64 k m  W . o f  B arak a , o n  L .T a n g a n y ik a , Z a ire , d iffe r in g  

in  h av in g  th e  v e n tra l su rface  p u re  lem o n  ye llo w  w ith  lit tle  o r  n o  ra w  

sien n a  w ash  to  th e  b re a s t. M e ise  gives th e  ra n g e  o f  h is  citrinipectus as 

s o u th e rn  a n d  e a s te rn  A n g o la  fro m  M o g am ed es , H u ila  a n d  n o r th e rn  

M alan je  (P u n g o  A n d o n g o , D u q u e  d e  B raganga , B ang e  A n g o la ), e a s t to  

th e  f ro n tie r  w ith  Z am b ia , a n d  s o u th -w e s te rn  Z a ire  in  K w an g o  (G u n g u  

d is tr ic t)  a n d  w e s te rn  K asa i. I n  th e  ea s t o f  its  ran g e  citrinipectus ap p ea rs  

to  in te rd ig ita te  a n d  in te rg ra d e  w ith  interpositus, b u t  lit tle  in fo rm a tio n  

ex ists  as to  th e  t ru e  n a tu re  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  o b ta in in g  in  th e  zo n e  o f  

c o n ta c t a n d  th e  fu ll e x te n t o f  it. A  sp e c im e n  fro m  M a n sa  (F o r t 

R o seb e ry ) in  Z a m b ia  a t 28° 52 ' E . in  th e  D u r b a n  M u se u m  co llec tio n  

is, in te re s tin g ly  e n o u g h , M.b.citrinipectus, w h ic h  is w ell e a s t o f  th e  

lim its  la id  d o w n  fo r  it  b y  M eise .

T o  th e  ra n g e  g iv en  fo r  M.b. citrinipectus b y  M e ise , n o r th e rn  S o u th  

W est A frica  o n  th e  C u n e n e  R . a n d  p ro b a b ly  fu r th e r  eas t to  n o r th e rn  

O v a m b o la n d  m u s t b e  a d d e d . S till fu r th e r  ea s t, in  th e  C a p riv i, 

M.b.hypopyrrhus H a r t la u b , 1844: D u rb a n , N a ta l, reaches th e  w e s te rn  

asp ec ts  o f  its  ra n g e . T h is  fo rm  d iffe rs  fro m  citrinipectus in  th e  lo w er 

fo re th ro a t a n d  b re a s t b e in g  o v e rla id  b y  a m o d e ra te  w ash  o f  lig h t raw  

s ienn a .

A  re -e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  se ries in  th e  D u rb a n  M u se u m  c o n firm s  th e  

a rra n g m e n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n s  o f  th e  e a s te rn  h a lf  o f  s o u th e rn  A frica  

p ro p o se d  b y  m e  i n Bull.Brit.Om.Club, vol. lx xv ii, 1957, p p . 9 9 -  102. 

T h e  c h a ra c te rs  a n d  ran g es  o f  th e  th re e  su b sp ec ie s  o c c u rr in g  in  th e  

S o u th  A frican  S u b -R e g io n  a re  as follow s:

(a) M a l a c o n o t u s  b l a n c h o t i  e x t r e m u s  C lan cey , 1957: C o m m it

tees D r if t ,  G re a t  F is h  R ., e a s te rn  C ape .

T o p  o f  h e a d , n a p e  a n d  h in d  n eck  d a rk  S la te  G ra y  (R id g w ay  (1912), 

p i. liii) a n d  e n tire  d o rs u m  d u ll  W a rb le r  G re e n  (pi. iv). W in gs in  a d u lt  

$$ to  122 m m .

Range: S o u th -e a s te rn  C ap e  f ro m  a b o u t 25°  E . to  fo re s te d  co asta l 

T ra n sk e i a t a b o u t 30°  E.
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136 Miscellaneous Taxonomic Notes on African Birds

M a p  I

S k e tc h - m a p  s h o w in g  th e  ra n g e  o f  t h e  G re y h e a d e d  

B u s h s h r ik e  Malaconotus blanchoti S te p h e n s  in  

s o u th e r n  A fr ic a

(a) Malaconotus blanchoti extremus C la n c e y

(b) Malaconotus blanchoti hypopyrrhus H a r t la u b

(c) Malaconotus blanchoti citrinipectus M e is e

(b) M a la c o n o t u s  b l a n c h o t i  h y p o p y r r h u s  H a r tla u b , 1844: D u r 

b a n , N a ta l.

As in  M.b.extremus, b u t  h e a d - to p , n a p e  a n d  h in d  n eck  p a le r  a n d  

b lu e r  g rey  (D eep  G u ll G ra y  (pi. liii)), a n d  g re e n  o f  u p p e r -p a r ts  p a le r  

a n d  y e llo w er in  fre sh  c o n d itio n  (S e rp e n tin e  G re e n  (pi. xv i)). W in gs 

a n d  ta il ye llow er, g re e n , a n d  p a le  lem o n  s p o ttin g  to  te r tia ls  la rg e r  (5 ,5  -  

7, versus 4 - 5  m m . d eep ). Y ellow  tip s  to  rec tr ic e s  la rg e r. W in g s in  a d u lt 

$$ to  116 m m .

Range: N a ta l ,  Z u lu la n d ,  e a s te rn  S w a z ila n d , M o z a m b iq u e , th e  

T ra n sv aa l, Z im b a b w e , e x tre m e  e a s te rn  a n d  n o r th e rn  B o tsw an a , an d  

th e  e a s te rn  C a p riv i S tr ip . N o r th  o f  th e  S u b -R e g io n  ex te n d s  to  

s o u th e rn  a n d  e a s te rn  Z am b ia , M a law i, a n d  s o u th e rn  a n d  c e n tra l 

T a n z a n ia , b u t  lim its  in  n o r th -w e s t  o f  ran g e  c u rre n tly  u n c e r ta in .
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by P. A. Clancey 137

Remarks: N a ta l coasta l b ird s  d e m o n s tra te  a  sh if t  to w a rd s  extremus in  

th e  re d u c e d  size o f  th e  te r tia l  a n d  rec tr ic ia l sp o ttin g , b u t  Z u lu la n d  

sp ec im en s ag ree  w ith  th e  n o rm  o f  th e  ta x o n  hypopyrrhus in  th is  

c h a rac te r .

(c) Malaconotus blanchoti citrinipectus M eise , 1968: Q u ip e io , 

H u a m b o , A n gola.

As in  M.b. hypopyrrhus, b u t  w ith  th e  lo w er fo re th ro a t a n d  b re a s t 

L e m o n  C h ro m e  (pi. iv) w ith  a t th e  m o st o n ly  a fa in t o verla y  o f  

ca d m iu m . S ize  as in  th e  s ta te d  race .

Range: A s d e fin e d  abov e.

Remarks: Type co lle c ted  b y  G e rd  H e in r ic h  in  1955, a n d  in  th e  

Z o o log ischen  M u se u m , H a m b u rg .

T H E  IM P E N E T R A B L E  F O R E S T , U G A N D A , 

P O P U L A T I O N  O F  PLOCEUS 

(PHORMOPLECTES) INSIGNIS 

(S H A R P E ), 1891 

T h re e  sp ec im en s o f  th e  B ro w n c a p p e d  W eav e r fro m  th e  Im p e n e tra b le  

F o re s t , K ig ez i, U g a n d a , in  th e  co llec tio n  o f  th e  D u rb a n  M u se u m  

s ta n d  a p a r t f ro m  a sam p le  o f  b o th  P. (P). i.insignis S h a rp e , 1891: M t 

E lg o n , n o r th -w e s te rn  K e n y a , a n d  P.(P.) i.omatus G ra n v ik , 1922: 

K y a m b u , K e n y a , o n  th e  basis o f  ra th e r  sm a lle r  size a n d  re d u c e d  b lack  

o v e r th e  u p p e r  fo re th ro a t. T w o  a d u lt  QQ a n d  an  a d u l t  $ ,  o n e  o f  th e  

m ales m a rk e d  as hav in g  e n la rg e d  te s te s , d iffe r  f ro m  K e n y a n  sp ec im en s 

o f  th e  tw o  races m e n tio n e d  e a rlie r  in  h av in g  th e  b lack  o v e r th e  u p p e r  

fo re th ro a t re d u c e d  to  a  few  b lack  fea th e rs  o v e r th e  apex  o f  th e  ch in . I n  

th e  case o f  th e  fem ale , th e  v e n tra l b lack  is ag ain  seen  to  b e  re d u c e d , 

w ith  th e  yello w  e x te n d in g  u p  to w ard s  th e  c h in  apex . T h e  Im p en e^  

tra b le  F o re s t b ird s  a re  also  r a th e r  s h o r te r  w in g ed  th a n  K e n y a n  ex 

am p les fro m  M t E lg o n  a n d  th e  N a iro b i d is tr ic t ,  w ith  f la tte n e d  w ings 

o n ly  82 a n d  82 ,5 , versus 83 -  87. I n  th e  s ing le  fem ale  th e  w in g  is o n ly  78 

ag a in st 8 1 - 8 3  m m . V en tra lly , b o th  sexes in  th e  Im p e n e tra b le  F o re s t 

sp ec im en s a p p e a r  to  lie c lo ser to  G ra n v ik ’s omatus in  th e  ra th e r  m o re  

sa tu ra te d  n a tu re  o f  th e  yellow  th a n  th e y  d o  to  m a te r ia l f ro m  w est o f  th e  

R if t (n o m in a te  insignis).

W hile  th e  m a te ria l is a d m itte d ly  lim ite d , it does su p p o r t  b e lie f  th a t  a 

p o p u la tio n  o f  sh o r te r  w in g ed  b ird s , th e  a d u lts  w ith  g rea tly  re d u c e d  

b lack  o v e r th e  u p p e r  fo re th ro a t, o ccu rs  to  th e  so u th  o f  th e  sp ec ies’ 

ran g e  in  th e  e a s te rn  h a lf  o f  e q u a to r ia l A frica . T h e  n a m  ePloceus insignis 

frater N e u m a n n , as p ro p o se d  inBull.Brit.Om.Club, v o l .x x iii, 1908, p. 

12: 90 k m  w es t o f  L ak e  E d w a rd , e a s te rn  Z aire , is ava ilab le  fo r th is  

a p p a re n tly  d isc re te  p o p u la tio n . V an  S o m eren , Novit.ZooL, vol. xxix , 

1922, p . 136, d iscu sses frater, w h ich  h e  sta tes  w as d e sc r ib e d  fro m  

K iv u , a n d  a t tr ib u te s  th e  y e llo w er c h in  o f  th e  Type to  e ith e r  im m a tu r ity
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