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Editorial 
 
A report was posted on SA Birdnet in 
July 2013 by a renowned birder 
claiming to have seen two species in 
north western Namibia new to Namibia 
(there was a hint of a third) and indeed 
new to the southern African subregion. 
This person also claimed to have visited 
the site where Angola Cave Chat is 
known to occur and to have made an 
overnight foray into Angola to see 
Swierstra’s Spurfowl.  
 
These last claims set alarm bells ringing 
as some who had seen the Angola Cave 
Chat were adamant that the vehicle 
purportedly used could not possibly 
have accessed the terrain and also that 
it is not possible to reach the area where 
Swierstra’s Spurfowl occurs in Angola 
on a single overnight trip unless there is 
another population of these birds a lot 
further to the south. This makes the 
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Dark-capped Yellow Warbler (Zambia) 
Grey Apalis (Angola) 
Pale Wren-Warbler (Angola) 
Southern Hyliota (Angola, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe)  
Böhm’s Flycatcher (Angola, Zambia) 
Fiscal Flycatcher (RSA) 
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher(Angola, 
Zambia) 
Angola Batis (Angola) 
Red-winged Starling (Zimbabwe) 
Western Violet-backed Sunbird (Angola, 
Zambia) 
Miombo Double-collared Sunbird 
(Zimbabwe) 
Yellow Bishop (Angola, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe) 
Red-collared Widowbird (Angola, 
Zambia) 
Long-tailed Widowbird (Angola, Zambia) 
Marsh Widowbird (Angola, Zambia) 
Brimstone Canary (Angola, Zambia)  
Cabanis’s Bunting (Angola, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe) 
 

This list excludes species such as Blue 
Quail (Angola, Zambia), Thick-billed 
Cuckoo (Zimbabwe) and Croaking 
Cisticola (Zimbabwe, Botswana) where 
there seems to be some doubt as to 
whether or not they have been recorded 
in Namibia. 
 

There are already rumours that Pale-
billed Hornbill and Red-backed 
Mousebird have been seen in Namibia 
but to date no photographic evidence 
has been forthcoming. What was 
believed to have been an Angola Batis 
photographed on 25/09/2013 at 
Kunene River Lodge by Etienne Marais 
turned out to be a sub-adult Pririt Batis. 
 

Right – what are you waiting for? Off 
you go to the remote border regions. 
And remember - if you can’t find the 
bird you have seen in any of the 
southern African field guides you should 
consult your copy of Sinclair and Ryan, 
be sure to photograph it and write an 
article about what you have found for 
Lanioturdus and so make a name for 
yourself.  
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Although Chestnut Weavers (Ploceus 
rubiginosus) are viewed as the most 
common weaver in north central 
Namibia (Herremans 1997) very little is 
yet known about this elusive species.  In 
Namibia it is resident along the Kunene 
River and although present throughout 
the year in Namibia (Komen & Buys 
1990), it is nomadic and a partial 
migrant (Hockey et al. 2005).  Its 
movements appear to be rainfall related 
(Herremans 1994 & 1997, Tarboton 
2001) and although gregarious, same 
sex flocks are common.  Breeding is 
sporadic, synchronized and colonial 
with >200 nests known to occur in a 
single tree and mainly occurs from 
January to March (December - May) 
(Tarboton 2001) with a peak February – 
March in Namibia (Komen & Buys 
1990).  Nests are built on the outer 
branches of tall trees, mainly Acacia sp. 
(e.g. A. mellifera & A. nebrownii), Albizia 
sp. (e.g. Albizia anthelmintica) and 
Colophospermum mopane (Berry et al. 
1987, Hockey et al. 2005) but also the 
invasive alien Eucalyptus sp. (Maclean 
1985) while grasses used in nest 
construction include Aristida spp., 
Eragrostis spp., Enneapogon spp., 
Stipagrostis spp. and Tragus spp. (Berry 
et al. 1987, Komen & Buys 1990).  
 
Since 2003 I have been observing 
Chestnut Weavers building nests in our 
garden in Klein Windhoek although no 
breeding has ever taken place with the 
nests always being abandoned 
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overnight, in various phases of 
construction (Figure 1).  Nest building 
had always occurred in an alien 
Parkinsonia aculeata (Jerusalem thorn) 
tree on the pavement although during 
2013, a Combretum erythrophyllum 
(River Bushwillow) individual had also 
been used.  Nests were divided with a 
maximum of 25 nests in the P. aculeata 
and 10 nests in the C. erythrophyllum 
(Figure 2).  The nests were constructed 
either using P. aculeata leaves, which 
were nipped off, and interwoven with 
live leaves in the P. aculeata tree and 
exotic palm tree (Arecaceae Family) 
leaves in the C. erythrophyllum tree. 
 
During 2013 I documented some of their 
nesting activity, especially related to 
rainfall, which was below average for the 
2012/13 season (151 mm between 
September 2012 and May 2013 at my 
house located in Klein Windhoek).  On 4 
March 2013 a rain shower of 8.5mm 
was followed by a flock of ±30 Chestnut 
Weavers arriving on 10 March after 
which nest construction commenced 
immediately associated with a 
cacophony of sound.  Thereafter there 
was much activity and movement and 
varying numbers with some rainfall and 
by the afternoon of 28 March, all the 
birds had left without completing any 
nests.  Table 1 indicates the sequence of 
events related to rainfall during the 
2013 Chestnut Weaver visit.    

 
Figure 1. A Chestnut Weaver male vocalizing in a 
Combretum erythrophyllum (River Bushwillow) tree prior 
to nest construction.   

 
Figure 2. Partially constructed Chestnut Weaver nests 
in a Parkinsonia aculeata (Jerusalem thorn) tree.   
 

 
 
Table 1. Chestnut Weaver numbers – 
am and pm observations – and rainfall 
(mm) as observed during March 2013. 

 
Dates ‐ March Rainfall (mm)

am pm

10 30 30

11 30 30

12 30 30

13 30 30

14 0 30

15 0 10

16 10 15

17 10 15

18 10 30

19 0 5

20 0 5 to 10
21 30 n/a

22 n/a n/a

23 n/a n/a

24 n/a 30

25 30 30 1

26 30 30 3

27 40 to 50 30 2

28 5 to 10 0

29 0 0 8

30 0 0 38

31 0 0 2

Numbers

 
 
[All numbers are approximates as they 
were difficult to fix due to their constant 
movements and leaf obstructions] 
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It would seem that the Chestnut Weaver 
arrival; movements; nest construction 
and departure were indeed somehow 
influenced by rainfall events.  Although 
Chestnut Weavers are known to use the 
same site in successive years (Hockey et 
al. 2005), why they have been returning 
to construct nests without breeding in 
our garden for the last 10 years (at least) 
is unknown.  Some possibilities are that 
Chestnut Weavers build nests in various 
trees throughout the general vicinity – 
explaining the often daily fluctuations in 
numbers – and then eventually select 
the best location and finalize breeding 
there; move to “waiting areas” where 
they socialize and build “practice nests” 
before eventually moving to preferred 
breeding areas or remain busy with nest 
construction while awaiting certain 
rainfall related cues and events.   
 
Berry et al. (1987) suggest that nests are 
finalized after suitable rains have 
resulted in enough grass growth (for 
nest building purposes) and associated 
increased insect numbers (for food).  
Breeding is however, not only associated 
with exceptional rainfall events with 
breeding also occurring during dry years 
as observed by Komen & Buys (1990).  
Furthermore, Komen & Buys (1990) 
support the findings by Berry et al. 
(1987) suggesting that new growth of 
grasses may be the most important cue 
determining the timing of breeding.  
 
Although this note leaves more 
questions than answers it does 
contribute to some nest building details; 
alternative trees used as nesting sites; 
daily fluctuations in numbers and 
rainfall related activities from central 
Namibia.   
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SB runs a wild bird hospital in 
Windhoek and takes in injured and 
orphaned wild birds which she attempts 
to rehabilitate and raise for later release 
back into the wild. 
 
In the middle of April 2011 she received 
a Bradfield’s Swift where the flight 
feathers of the left wing had failed to 
grow out. She kept the bird for two 
weeks hoping that these feathers would  
 


