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P . A. C L AN C E Y  

( D ire c to r,  D u rb a n  M useum , D urb a n )

T H E  N O R T H E R N  N O N - B R E E D I N G  R AN G E  L I M I T S O F  
I S  P I  D I N  A  P I C T  A  N A T A L E N S I S  (SM IT H )

M a c k w o rth - P ra e d  a n d  G ra n t,  B ir d s  E a s te rn  a n d  N o rth  E a s te rn  
A f r ic a ,  vo l.  i, 19 5 2 ,  p. 5 7 3 ,  fix  th e  n o rth e rn  ra ng e  lim its  o f I s p id in a  
p ic ta  n a ta le n s is  ( Sm ith) ,  18 3 1 :  N a ta l,  as T a n z a n ia .  C ha pin ,  B ir d s  o f  

th e  B e lg ia n  C o n g o , p a rt  ii, 19 3 9 ,  p. 2 8 6 ,  lis ts  it  o n sin g le to n s  fro m  
a s  fa r  n o rth  in  th e  e a s te rn  C ong o (Z aire)  as K is e n yi,  n e a r L a ke  
K ivu ,  a n d  th e  R u ts h u ru  P la in ,  a lso  m e n tio n in g  G yld e n s to lp e ’s 
sing le  F e b ru a ry  re c o rd  fro m  L a k e  C haha fi, R w a n d a  (vid e  G yld e n -  
s to lp e ,  K u n g l.  S ve n s k a  V e te n s k ap .  H a n d l. ,  3 rd  se r. ,  vo l.  i, 3 ,  19 2 4 ,  
pp. 2 7 6 ,  2 7 7 ) .  T h a t  I . p . n a ta le n s is  w in te rs  in  nu m b e rs  s t ill fu rth e r 
n o rth  in  c e n tra l e q u a to ria l A fric a  ha s re c e n t ly  c om e to  lig h t a s a  
re s u lt  o f th e  s t u d y  o f a  se rie s o f th irte e n  I . p ic ta  ( B o d da e rt)  fro m  
B w a m b a  F o re s t ,  w e s te rn  U g a n da , b ro u g h t to g e th e r,  m a in ly  in

19 6 7 ,  b y  c o lle c to rs  o p e ra tin g  on b e h a lf o f th e  L o s  Ang e le s  C o u n ty  
M useum . I n  th e ir  in te re s tin g  jo in t  p a p e r o n th e  b irds  o f th e  lo w 

la n d s o f B w a m b a , T o ro ,  U g a n da , F rie d m a n n  a n d  W illia m s , L o s  

A n g e le s  C o u n ty M u s . C o n tr . S c i . ,  N o. 2 11,  19 7 1,  p. 2 5 ,  p la c e  th e  series 
c o nc e rn e d  as be ing  a p p lic a b le  to  I . p . p ic ta  ( B o d d a e rt) ,  17 8 3 :  Se ne g a l, 

w he re a s  in  fa c t  it  is c o m po site ,  c o m prising  th re e  n o m in a te  p ic ta  

a n d  no  le ss  th a n  te n  n a ta le n s is .  O f th e  sa m ple  fro m  B w a m b a  F o re s t 

( lo c a litie s :  N ka ra ra ,  R wa nse ng e  a n d  N ta n di,  a t  6 7 0 - 7 0 0  m . a .s .l. ) ,  
77  p e r c e n t,  is a p p lic a b le  to  n a ta le n s is ,  th e  b a la n c e  of 2 3  p e r c e nt.
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being  u n e q u ivo c a l n o m in a te  p ic ta .  A ll th e  spe c im ens o f I . p . n a ta le n s is  

w e re  n e tte d  b e tw e e n  2 5  A p ril a n d  19  J u ly ,  w h ile  o f th e  I . p . p ic ta ,  
one is d a te d  12  J u ly ,  th e  o th e r tw o  14  N o ve m b e r a n d  3  D e c e m ber. 
I . p . n a ta le n s is  is  o n  it s  a u s tra l A fric a n  b re e d in g  g ro u n d s fro m  e a rly  
O c to b e r- A p ril/ e a rly  M a y (see C la nc e y,  D u rb a n  M u s . N o vit. ,  vo l.  vii,  
10 ,  19 6 5 ,  p. 3 5 7 ) ,  wh ic h  tie s  in  n ic e ly w ith  th e  d a te s  o f its  o c c u r

re n c e  a s a  n o n -bre e din g  vis it o r  in th e  Se m liki R .  re g io n  o f c e n tra l 
e q u a to ria l A fric a .  O n th e  ba sis  o f th e  N o ve m b e r a n d  D e c e m be r 
d a te s  o f tw o  o f th e  th re e  spec im e ns, I . p . p ic ta  a p p e a rs  to  be  th e  
ind ig e no us subspe c ie s of th e  B w a m b a  F o re s t .

C o m pa riso n  o f th e  te n  B w a m b a  I . p . n a ta le n s is  w ith  a  lo ng  se ries  
o f to p o typ e s  fro m  s o u th - e a s te rn  A fric a  re ve a ls  t h a t  one o r tw o  o f 
th e  B w a m b a  sa m p le  a re  m o re  s t ro n g ly o ve rla id  w ith  p in kish  vio le t  
o ve r th e  h in d  a n d  side  su rfa c e s  o f th e  ne c k, a n d  a  trifle  lig h te r 
a z u rite  b lue ,  a s w a s  n o te d  in  th e  c ase  o f th e  L a k e  C ha ha fi skin  b y  
G yld e n s to lp e ,  lo c .c it.  O ne u n se x e d  b ird  fro m  B w a m b a , d a te d  19  
J u ly ,  19 6 7 ,  d iffe rs  m o re  s ig n ific a n tly in  h a vin g  a  m u c h  s m a lle r a n d  
fin e r b ill th a n  in  a n y  o f o u r to p o typ ic a l se rie s o f n a ta le n s is .  I t  is 
a lso  sm a ll,  th e  wing  5 2 ,5 ,  ve rs u s  5 4 , 5 - 5 7 , 5  m m . in  N a ta l a n d  M o- 
9a m b iq ue  b ird s .  W h e th e r th is  b ird  re p re s e n ts  a  d is tin c t  p o p u la tio n  
w ith in  th e  lim its  o f th e  p re s e n t ta x o n  I . p . n a ta le n s is ,  o r is a n  in d i

vid u a l va r ia n t  is un kn o wn .

C o m pa re d  w ith  n a ta le n s is ,  n o m in a te  p ic ta  ha s  a  de e p e r b la c k  
c ro w n , w ith  s p a rs e r t ra n s ve rs e  b lu e  b a rrin g ,  th e  u p p e r- p a rts  o f th e  
b o d y a re  a  de e p e r a z u rite  b lue ,  th e  re m ig es  a n d  re c tric e s  a re  de e pe r 
b la c k ,  th e  n e c k la c ks  la t e ra l b lu e  p a tc h e s  a b o ve  th e  w h ite ,  th e  
u n d e rsid e  is ru d d ie r,  le ss  o c hra c e o u s,  a n d  th e  b ill a ve ra g e s  lo ng e r. 
T he size is a lso  sm a lle r:  5 1- 5 4 ,  ve rs u s  5 4 , 5 - 5 7 , 5  m m .

A s  o ve r  th re e - q u a rte rs  o f a  sa m ple  o f th irte e n  spec im e ns o f th is  
s m a ll kin g fish e r fro m  a  s ing le  fo re s t  ( B wa m ba )  a re  re fe ra b le  to  
I . p . n a ta le n s is  a n d  n o t I . p . p ic ta ,  th e  m ig ra to ry  fo rm  m u s t n o w  be  
se en  a s w in te rin g  q u ite  e x te n s ive ly  a s fa r  n o rth  a s  1° N .,  a n d  p ro b 

a b ly  b e yo n d , in  w e s te rn  U g a n d a  a n d  th e  a d ja c e n t C ong o (Z aire)  
in  c e n tra l e q u a to ria l A fric a .

I  a m  v e r y  g ra te fu l to  D r.  K e n n e th  E . Sta g e r,  C hief C u ra to r o f 
O rn ith o lo g y, L o s  Ang e le s  C o u n ty M useum , fo r th e  lo a n  o f m a te ria l.

N E W  R A C E S O F  A  R O C K T H R U SH  AN D  A  W A R B L E R  F R O M

AN G O L A

C ritic a l s tu d y  o f se rie s o f M o n tic o la  b re vip e s  ( W a te rh o u se )  a n d  
A c h ae to p s  p y c n o p yg iu s  ( Stric k la n d  a n d  Sc la te r)  re ve a ls  t h a t  b o th  o f 

th e s e  So u th  W e s t  A rid  D is tric t  e nde m ic s  a re  re p re s e n te d  in  th e

14 6  M is c e lla n e o u s  T ax o n o m ic  N o te s  o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s
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b y P .  A .  C lan c e y 14 7

m o ist s o u th - e a s te rn  h ig h la n ds o f A n g o la  b y  d is tin c tive  p o p u la tio n s  
whic h  w a rra n t  re c o g n itio n  a s a d d itio n a l subspec ific  ta x a .  F o r  
k in d ly p la c in g  se rie s o f re c e n t ly  ta k e n  An g o la n  spec im e ns a t  m y  
dispo sa l,  I  a m  in d e b te d  to  D r.  A .  A. d a  R o s a  P in to ,  O rn ith o lo g ist 

o f th e  I n s t itu to  de I nve s tig a ^ a o  C ie ntific a  de  A n g o la ,  who  ha s, 
sinc e 19 6 0 ,  be e n  re s po n sib le  fo r  th e  b u ild in g  u p  o f th e  q u ite  m a g 

n ific e n t c o lle c tio n  o f so u th e rn  a nd  w e s te rn  An g o la n  b ird s  in th e  
I n s titu to ,  w hic h  c o lle c tio n  n o w  c om prise s  w e ll o ve r 3 2 , 0 0 0  skins .

M o ntic o la  brevipes  n ive ic eps,  subsp . n o v.

T yp e :  $ ,  a d u lt .  T u n d a va la ,  Se rra  d a  C he la , H uila ,  An g o la ,  a t

2 2 5 0  m . a .s .l.  2 8  J u n e ,  19 6 3 .  C o lle c te d  jb y F .  N o breg a . I n  th e  
c o lle c tio n  o f th e  I n s t itu to  de I nve s tig a ^ a o  C ie ntific a  de An g o la ,  
Sa  d a  B a n d e ira .  R eg . N o. 4, 3 5 0 .

D ia g n o s is :  M ale in  fre s h ly m o u lte d  dress ( A p ril- Se p te m b e r) ,  
diffe rs  fro m  t h a t  o f n o m in a te  M . b re vip e s  in  h a vin g  th e  g ro u nd  to  
th e  h e a d -to p  a n d  h in d  ne c k c o ld e r w h ite ,  a n d  th e  m a n tle  a n d  
sc a p u la rs  m uc h  d a rk e r a n d  m o re  b luish  g re y (D eep N e u tra l G ra y,  
ve rs u s  N e u tra l G ra y  ( R id g w a y,  pi. liii) ) .  W in g s  b la c ke r,  th e  edg ing  
to  th e  c o ve rts  a n d  re m ig es  n a rro w e r a n d  g re ye r.  M o d e ra te ly w o rn  
b re e de rs  (O c tober/ N ovem ber)  h a ve  th e  h e a d -to p  a n d  hin d  ne c k m o re  
s n o w y w h ite  th a n  in  So u th - W e s t  A fric a n  bird s ,  th is  s h a rp ly c o n

tra s te d  a g a in st  th e  d a rk e r a n d  b lu e r b a c k. I n  se rie s,  n ive ic e p s  a lso  
a ve ra g e s  m o re  s a tu ra te d  a n d  o c hra c e o us o ra ng e  be low.

A d u lt  fe m a le  sho ws b e t te r  ra c ia l c h a ra c te rs  th a n  th e  m a le , 
h a vin g  th e  u p p e r- p a rts  d a rk e r a n d  so m e w h a t b lu e r th a n  in  M . b .  
b re vip e s  ( m a n tle  M ouse G ra y  (pi. li) ,  ve rs u s  H a ir B ro w n  (pi. x lv) ,  
a n d  w ith  th e  d a rk  s a g it ta te  s h a ft- s tre a k s  b la c k e r a n d  b ro a d e r,  
im p a rtin g  a  m o re  s tre a k e d  fa c ie s to  th e  do rsum . F a c e  d a rk e r,  a n d  
th ro a t ,  m a la r surfa c e s  a n d  c heeks w ith  g ro u nd  w h ite r,  th e  d a rk  
m o ttlin g  a n d  s tre a kin g  o fte n  h e a vie r a n d  b la c k e r;  in  e x tre m e  
e x a m ple s  th e  u p p e r b re a s t  is h e a vily  sc a le d  w ith  d a rk  g re y.  W in g s  
b la c ke r,  a n d  pa le  fring ing  to  c o ve rts  a n d  re m ig es  d is t in c t ly  g re y,  
ra th e r  th a n  b u ffy b ro w n . I n ta il,  in n e rm o s t re c tric e s  b la c ke r.

M e a s u re m e n ts :  W in g s  o f 10  g g  10 1 - 1 0 8  ( 10 3 ,4 ) ,  o f 10  $ $  9 5 - 10 2  
( 98,5)  m m . W e ig h ts  o f <J<J 3 3 - 4 0 ,  o f 9 $  (30)  3 3 - 4 2  g m . ( 28  weig hed) .

M a te r ia l e x am in e d :  3 2  ( H u ila :  T u n d a va la ,  A lto  da  C he la , L e b a ,  
H u m p a ta ,  C h ivin g u iro  ( T c hivin g u iro ) ,  C a ng a lo ng ue , B im be ) .  M . b .  

b re vip e s  ( inc luding  M . b . k ao k o e n s is ) ,  a  series.  An g o la n  spec im e ns of 

th is  la t t e r  ta x o n  w e re  fro m  P e d ra  G ra n d e  ( C arac ulo ) ,  18  km . N . of 
C uto ,  L u c ira  a n d  C hita do , th e  la s t  na m e d in so u th - w e s te rn  H u ila
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n e a r th e  R u a c a n a  F a lls ,  C unene R .,  th e  o th e r lo c a litie s  in  M o- 
$ am edes.

R a n g e :  T he e s c a rp m e n t z o n e  a n d  so u th - w e s te rn  h ig h la n ds  o f 
A n g o la  in  th e  a d m in is tra t ive  d is tric t  o f H uila  in th e  Sa  d a  B a n d e ira  
a n d  Se rra  da  C he la , w h e re  o c c u rrin g  up  to  o ve r 2 5 0 0  m . a .s .l.

M e as u re m e n ts  o f  th e  T y p e :  W in g  ( fla tte n e d)  9 8 ,5 ,  c u lm e n fro m  
b a se  2 4 ,5 ,  ta rs u s  3 0 ,  t a il 6 0  m m . W e ig h t 3 0  g m .

R e m a rk s :  I n  m y s h o rt  c o m m un ic a tio n  on th e  s ta tu s  o f M o n tic o la  

p re to ria e  G unn ing  a n d  R o b e rts ,  19 11,  in  B u ll. B rit. O rn . C lu b ,  vo l.  
lx x x viii,  7, 19 6 8 ,  pp. 12 6 - 12 8 ,  I  s ta te d  th a t  in th e  e ve n t o f An g o la n  
( c oa sta l)  b ird s  be ing  d iffe re n t to  th o se  o f n o rth - w e s te rn  So u th - W e s t  
A fric a  ( to p o typ ic a l o f b o th  M . b . b re vip e s  ( W a te rh o u se ) ,  18 3 8 :  S. o f 
T a n s M tn .= G a m s b e rg  a t  23°  3 0 '  S. ,  16 °  2 0 '  E . ,  a n d  M . b . k a o k o e n s is  
M ac do na ld ,  19 5 7 :  K a m a n ja b ,  s o u th e rn  K a o k o ve ld ) ,  a  n a m e  w o uld  
•have to  be pro p o se d  fo r  th e m  a s b re vip e s  a n d  k ao k o e n s is  we re  

a lm o s t c e rta in ly  syn o n ym o u s.  W in te rb o t to m ,  C im b e b as ia,  N o. 9, 
19 6 4 ,  p. 5 5 ,  ib id . ,  N o. 19 ,  19 6 6 ,  p. 4 8 ,  e x pre s se s  th e  o pinio n  th a t  
M a c d o n a ld ’s k ao k o e n s is  is  n o t ta x o n o m ic a lly rec og nisa ble ,  whic h  
vie w  is c o n firm e d b y  m y o wn stud ie s ,  th o u g h  whe n la id  o u t,  series  
fro m  th e  n o rth e rn  C ape, So u th - W e s t  A fric a  a n d  c o a s ta l A n g o la  
sho w th e  va ria t io n a l tre n d s  d e m o n s tra te d  b y  M a c do na ld  in  th e  
na m in g  o f k ao k o e n s is .

I n So u th - W e s t A fric a ,  m a le s  in fre s h ly m o u lte d  dre ss  fro m  th e  
N a m ib edg e a n d  th e  p la te a u  fro m  O k a h a n d ja  n o rth w a rd s  a ve ra g e  
p a le r a n d  c le a re r g re y a b o ve  a n d  o ve r th e  c hin  a n d  fo re - th ro a t  
th a n  th o se  fro m  th e  n o rth e rn  C ape, a s c la im e d  fo r  k ao k o e n s is , 
m a le s  fro m  c o a s ta l A n g o la  a g re e ing  w ith  the m . I n o te  t h a t  in 
som e An g o la n  m a le s  th e re  is a  fu rth e r te n d e n c y to  h a ve  a  pa le  
m e sia l s tre a k  o ve r th e  c hin.  N o rth -w e ste rn  So u th - W e s t  A fric a n  
fe m a le s  sho w s o m e w h a t c o m p a ra b le  tre n d s  to  th o se  o f th e  m a le s 
in  be ing  a  lit t le  p a le r ,  p e rh a p s g re ye r,  b ro w n  a b o ve .  H o w e ve r,  th e  
x e ric  M . b re vip e s  p o p u la tio n s  do  n o t g ro u p  s a t is fa c to rily  in to  

n o rth e rn  a n d  so u th e rn  ra c e s , a n d  m o re o ve r it  is a lm o s t c e rta in  
t h a t  in  na m in g  k ao k o e n s is  M a c do na ld  s im p ly re n a m e d  M . b . b re vip e s .  

I n  th e  e ve n t  o f one wish ing  to  fo llo w  M a c do na ld  a n d  M a c do na ld  

a n d  H a ll in  re c o g nising  tw o  subspe c ie s in  th e  n o rth e rn  C ape —  

So u th - W e s t  A fric a  —  c o a s ta l A n g o la  se que nc e  o f p o p u la tio n s ,  it  
w o u ld  seem  m o re  a c c u ra te  to  use  n o m in a te  b re vip e s  ( w ith  k ao k o e n s is  
a s  a  syn o n ym )  fo r  th e  n o rth e rn  a sse m bla g e , a n d  re s u s c ita te  P e tro - 

c in c la  le u c o c a p illa  L afre sna .ye ,  18 5 2 :  n o rth  o f K u ru m a n ,  n o rth e rn  
C a pe (vid e  C la n c e y,  B u ll. B rit. O rn . C lu b ,  vo l.  lx x x viii,  7, 19 6 8 ,  

p. 12 7 ) ,  fo r th e  so u th e rn  one.

14 8  M is c e lla n e o u s  T a x o n o m ic  N o te s o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s
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b y P .  A .  C la n c e y 14 9

A t  th is  s ta g e ,  it  seem s de sira b le  to  a d m it o n ly th re e  ra c e s  fo r 
th is  ro c k th ru s h , tw o  m e sic  fo rm s a n d  a  s ing le  x e ric  one, as fo llo w s:

(a)  M o n tic o la  bre vipe s  p re to ria e  G unn ing  a n d  R o b e rts ,  19 11 :  
n e a r P re to ria ,  T ra n s va a l.

C h a ra c te rs  as la id  d o w n  in  C la nc e y,  lo c .c it.

R a n g e :  G riq u a la n d  W e s t ,  O ra ng e F re e  Sta te ,  s o u th - e a s te rn  
B o ts w a n a , a n d  T ra n s va a l h ig h ve ld  ( no rth  to  T z anee n) . T a ke n  
Ste g i,  Sw a z ila n d , in  L e bo m bo  M ts.

(b) M o ntic o la  bre vipe s brevipes  ( W a te rh o u se ) ,  18 3 8 :

S. o f G a m sbe rg ,  N a m ib, So u th - W e s t,  A fric a .

Syn o n ym s :  P e tro c in c la  le u c o c ap itta  L a fre s n a ye ,  18 5 2 ;

M o n tic o la  b re vip e s  k ao k d e n s is  M ac do na ld ,  19 5 7 .

A d u lt  m a le  w ith  w h itis h  bases  to  fe a th e rs  o f h e a d -to p  a n d  hind  
n e c k; fa c e  b la c k e r o ve r lo re s  a n d  a u ric u la rs .  W in g s b la c ke r,  th e  
c o ve rts  a n d  rem ig e s edg ed  w h ite r th a n  in  p re to ria e .  F e m a le  p a le r 

a n d  g re ye r b ro w n  a b o ve ,  a n d  less d e n se ly s tre a ke d  a n d  m o ttle d  
o ve r sides o f h e a d  a n d  nec k.

R a n g e :  E x te n d s  fro m  K u ru m a n  a n d  G o rd o n ia  d is tric ts ,  n o rth e rn  
C ape, s o u th e rn  a n d  so u th - w e s te rn  B o ts w a n a , a n d  n o rth - w e s te rn  
C ape a lo n g  th e  O ra ng e R .,  n o rth w a rd s  th ro u g h  So u th - W e s t  A fric a  
to  c o a s ta l Ang o la .

N o te :  M . b . k ao k o e n s is  M a c do na ld  wa s  pub lish e d  tw ic e  in  19 5 7 :  
in  J a n u a ry  in  M a c do na ld  a nd H a ll,  A n n . T r a n s v . M u s . ,  vo l.  x x iii,  
1,  19 5 7 ,  p. 2 4 ,  a n d  in  th e  D e c e m be r o f th e  sa m e  y e a r  in  C o n tr. O rn .  
W e s t. S . A f r . ,  19 5 7 ,  p. 12 2 .  T he de sc rip tio n  in  th e  A n n . T r a n s v . M u s . ,  
ta ke s  pre c e de nc e  as n o te d  b y  W a rre n  a n d  H a rris o n , T yp e -S p e c . 
B ir d s  B rit. M u s . ( N a t. H is t. ) ,  vo l.  ii ( P a sserine s) ,  19 7 1,  pp.  2 7 8 ,  2 7 9 ,  
th o u g h  M ac do na ld  a lo n e  is th e  a u th o r.

(c) M ontic ola  brevipe s n ive ic eps C la nc e y,  19 7 2 :

T u n d a va la ,  H uila ,  Ang o la .

M a le  a d u lt  w ith  p u re r w h ite  h e a d  a n d  h in d  ne c k, d a rk e r b lue -  
g re y m a n tle ,  a n d  b la c k e r wing s.  F e m a le  w ith  b luish  g re y u p p e r-  
p a rts ,  th e  m a n tle  a n d  sc a p u la rs  m o re  h e a vily  s tre a ke d . F a c e  a nd  

sides o f th ro a t  m o re ’ h e a vily  m o ttle d  a n d  s tre a k e d , a n d  wing s 

b la c ke r,  th e  fring ing  to  th e  c o ve rts  a n d  rem ig e s g re y ra th e r  th a n  
b u ffy bro w n.

R a n g e :  T he so u th - w e s te rn  h ig hla nds o f A n g o la  in  th e  Sd  da  
B a n d e ira  a n d  Se rra  d a  C he la , H uila .
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N o te :  U n til c o m p a ra tive ly  re c e n t ly  M . b re vip e s  wa s  su p p o se d ly 
la rg e ly  re s tric te d  to  th e  se m i-d e se rt c o a s ta l p la in  o f M oc ;am edes a nd  
B e n g ue la  in  A n g o la ,  as T ra ylo r,  C h e c k -lis t o f  A n g o la n  B ir d s ,  19 6 3 ,  
p. 13 5 ,  kn e w  o f b u t a  s ing le  H u ila  re c o rd ,  a n d  t h a t  fro m  G a m bo s 
( =  C hibem ba ) .  J u d g in g  b y  th e  lo ng  series in  th e  I n s t itu to  de 
I nve stig a g a o  C ie ntific a  de A n g o la ,  th e  ne w  subspec ies is c om m on  
in th e  h ig h c o u n try  ro u n d  Sa  d a  B a n d e ira .

A n  a d u lt  fe m a le  spec im e n fro m  L e b a ,  H uila ,  ta k e n  b y  M rs. 
B . P . H a ll a n d  J .  G. W illia m s  in  19 5 7 ,  e x  th e  B rit is h  M use um  

( N a t.H ist.)  a n d  no w in  th e  c o lle c tio n  o f th e  I n s t itu to ,  ha s  lo s t its  
c h a ra c te ris tic  g re yn e ss  o ve r th e  u p p e r- p a rts  a n d  is re d d e r,  less 
o c hra c e o us,  be low, h a vin g  been  m a de  u p  fro m  a  ta b le  s a lt  im 

p re g n a te d  m u m m y.  I  m e n tio n  th is  p o in t in  c a se a n y  o th e r skins 
who se  c o lo urs  h a ve  be en  a lte re d  b y  s a lt  a re  h a n d le d  b y  c ollea g ues 

c o nside ring  th e  v a lid it y  o f th e  a b o ve  c onc lusions.

15 0  M is c e lla n e o u s  T a x o n o m ic  N o te s  o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s

MAP I

Sketch-map showing the disposition of the three subspecies of the Short-toed 
Rockthrush Monticola brevipes (Waterhouse).

1. Monticola brevipes pretoriae Gunning and Roberts.
2. Monticola brevipes brevipes (Waterhouse).
3. Monticola brevipes niveiceps Clancey.

The shaded area between Nos. 1 and 2 indicates the zone of intergradation 
between these two taxa.

R
ep

ro
d

u
ce

d
 b

y 
Sa

b
in

et
 G

a
te

w
a

y 
u

n
d

er
 l

ic
en

ce
 g

ra
n

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

P
u

b
li

sh
er

 (
d

a
te

d
 

.)



b y P .  A .  C lan c e y 15 1

Ac h a e to ps pyc nopyg ius spa dix ,  subsp . no v.

T yp e :  <$, a d u lt .  H u ng ue ria  ( U ng ue ria ) ,  S. o f J a u ,  H uila ,  An g o la ,  
a t  1 4 4 0  m . a .s .l.  2 0  M a y, 19 7 0 .  C o lle c te d  b y  D . M a puto .  I n  th e  
c o lle c tio n  o f th e  I n s t itu to  de I n ve s tig a g a o  C ie ntific a  de An g o la ,  SA 
da  B a n d e ira .  R eg . N o. 3 2 ,  110 .

D ia g n o s is :  In fre s h  dre ss  (c. A p ril- A u g u s t)  d iffe rs  in  h a vin g  th e  

to p  o f th e  hea d , h in d  ne c k a nd u p p e r m a n tle  d a rke r,  th e  s h a ft-  
st re a k s  de e p e r b la c k  a n d  th e  la te ra l edg ing  m o re  vina c e o u s,  less 
b u ffy;  m a n tle  a n d  sc a p u la rs  de e pe r,  m o re  vin o u s ,  bro w n , th e  
s tre a kin g  h e a vie r a n d  b la c k e r;  ru m p  m uc h  d a rke r,  be ing  deep  
Arg u s B ro w n  (pi. iii) ,  n o t th e  m o re ta w n y  Su d a n  B ro w n  (sam e pi.)  
o f n o m in a te  p yc n o p yg iu s .  I n  ta il,  in n e rm o s t re tric e s  b la c ke r,  less  
o live  o r b ro w n is h ;  wing s d a rk e r.  B e lo w , w ith  th e  ru fo u s  la te ra l 
b o d y surfa c e s  a n d  fla n ks s lig h tly m o re  s a tu ra te d  a n d  le ss  o c hrac eo us. 
Sim ila r in  size.

M e as u re m e n ts :  W in g s  o f 8  6 7 , 5 - 7 0 , 5  ( 68 ,7)  m m . W e ig h ts  o f

7 S 3  2 6 - 3 4  gm .

M a te r ia l e x a m in e d :  8  (M o g am e d e s :  H um bia  ( B iba la )  a t  1 15 0  m . 
a .s .l. ;  H u ila :  J a u ,  H ung ue ria ,  C a ng a lo ng ue , M u tu n d a  (P oc olo) , 
Q uile m ba  ( Sa  d a  B a n d e ira ) ) .  A . p . p yc n o p yg iu s ,  12  (A n g o la :  M o f a -  
m e d e s :  D o lm do lo  ( C apira ) , C hipia ;  N . W .  H u ila :  B o c o io  (c? like  
s p a d ix ,  2  $ $  as in  p y c n o p y g iu s ) :  S o u th -W e s t A f r i c a :  W in d h o e k,  
O ka h a n d ja ,  O tjiwa ro n g o ) .

R a n g e :  T he e s c a rpm e nt zo ne o f th e  so u th - w e s te rn  h ig h la n ds  of 
A n g o la  in  th e  a d m in is tra t ive  d is tric ts  o f H u ila  a n d  a d ja c e n t  
M og am edes. Spe c im e ns o f A . p . s p a d ix  w e re  c o lle c te d  a t  a lt itu d e s  
va ry in g  fro m  1 15 0 - 1  9 0 0  m . a .s .l.

M e as u re m e n ts  o f  th e  T yp e :  W in g  ( fla tte ne d)  6 8 ,  c u lm e n fro m  
base 2 0 + ,  ta rs u s  2 6 ,  t a il 7 3  m m .

R e m a rk s :  W h ile  ra t h e r  lim ite d ,  th e  se rie s o f A  . p yc n o p yg iu s  in 

th e  c o lle c tio n  o f th e  I n s t itu to  de I n ve s tig a g a o  C ie ntific a  de Ang o la ,  

a t  Sa  da  B a n d e ira ,  c o m prising  so m e th irte e n  skins ,  a ll c o lle c te d  

sinc e 19 6 0 ,  sho ws c o n c lu s ive ly th a t  tw o  ra c e s  o f th is  lo c a liz e d  
spec ies a re  p re s e n t in s o u th - w e s te rn  An g o la .  P o p u la tio n s  in s e p a r

a b le  fro m  So u th - W e s t A fric a n  A . p . p y c n o p yg iu s ,  w ith  th e  ru m p  

c le a r d u ll ta w n y,  ra ng e  n o rth  th ro u g h  th e  lo w  ra in fa ll d is tric ts  o f 
c o a s ta l M og am edes a n d  B e ng ue la ,  w hile  b ird s  w ith  th e  ru m p  p a tc h  

m uc h d a rke r,  a lm o st  c h e s tn u t in  fre s h ly m o u lte d  c o nd itio n ,  re pla c e
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th e m  in th e  m o ist h ig hla n ds to  th e  e a st ,  the se  re p re se n tin g  th e  
subspec ies  A . p . s p a d ix .  T ra ylo r,  in h is  a u th o rita t ive  C h e c k -lis t o f  
A n g o la n  B ir d s ,  19 6 3 ,  p. 14 6 ,  ta k e s  th e  ra n g e  o f th e  p o p u la tio n s  o f 
A . p . p y c n o p yg iu s  a s fa r  n o rth  as C a tu m b e la ,  B e ng ue la ,  a t  12 °  2 5 '  S., 
13 °  3 4 '  E . ,  o n  m a te ria l c o lle c te d  b y  An so rg e  in th e  B rit is h  M useum  
(N at. H ist.)  c o lle c tio n  n o w  a t  T ring .

T he m a rke d  h ia tu s  be twe e n  So u th - W e s t A fric a n  a n d  A n g o la n  
re c o rds  o f A  . p yc n o p yg iu s  sho wn on M ap 18 8  o f H a ll a n d  M o re a u ’s 
re c e n t A tla s  S p e c . A f r . P a s s . B ir d s ,  19 7 0 ,  p ro b a b ly re s u lts  fro m  a  
la c k  o f c o lle c tin g  a n d  o b s e rva tio n  ra t h e r  th a n  re ve a lin g  a n y tru e  
d is c o n tin u ity in  th e  d is trib u tio n  o f So u th - W e s t  A fric a n  a n d  Ang o la n  

e le m e nts  o f A . p . p yc n o p yg iu s .

15 2  M is c e llan e o u s  T ax o n o m ic  N o te s  o n  A f r ic a n  B ir d s

ON  T H E  W E ST E R N  E Q U A T O R I A L  P E R I P H E R A L  I SO L A T E S 
O F  P O G O N O C I C H L A  S T E L L A T A  ( VI E I L L O T )

G yld e n s to lp e ,  K u n g l. S ve n s k a  V e te n s k a p . H an d l. ,  3 rd  series , vo l.  i, 
3,  19 2 4 ,  p. 15 5 ,  disc usses  a  se rie s  o f th e  fo re s t  ro b in  P o g o n o c ic h la 
s te llata  ( Vie illo t)  fro m  M ts M u h a vu ra  a n d  Sa b in jo  ( Sa binio ) , in  th e  

B iru n g a  Vo lc a no e s ,  a n d  fio m  B iru n g a ,  K ivu ,  C ongo (Z aire) , a n d  
m e n tio n s  s p e c ific a lly th e  $  fro m  M t. M u h a vu ra  a s d iffe rin g  m a rk e d ly 
fro m  th e  o th e rs  o f h is series . H e s ta te s :  “ O ne o f th e  m a le s  fro m  
M t. M u h a vu ra  (orig . n u m b e r 19 5 )  is  c o n s id e ra b ly m o re  b rig h t ly  
c o lo ure d  th a n  th e  re m a in in g  spec im e ns in  m y series.  T he ye llo w  
c o lo u r o f th e  u n d e rp a rts  is th u s  a b s o lu te ly d e vo id e d  o f a n y  o ra ng e  
w a sh, a n d  th e  c o lo u r o f th e  b a c k a n d  m a n tle  is a lm o st p u re  o live -  
g re e nish  w ith o u t th e  ru fo u s -b ro w n  tin g e  fo u n d  in  th e  o th e r e x a m 

ples. T his  spe c im e n I c o nside r to  be a  fu lly  a d u lt  b ird  in  b e a u tifu l 

plum a g e . T he ye llo w  m a rkin g s  on th e  re c tric e s  a re  v e r y  b rig h t a n d  
p ra c t ic a lly  w ith o u t a n y  o ra n g e  tin g e .” R e c e n t e x a m in a tio n  o f a  

m a g nific e nt se ries  o f 4 0  spec im e ns o f n e tte d  P . s te lla ta  fro m  th e  
I m p e n e tra b le  F o re s t ,  in  K ig e z i,  s o u th - w e s te rn  U g a n d a ,  a n d  im 

m e d ia te ly t o  th e  n o rth  o f M t. M u h a vu ra  a t  1°  2 3 '  S. ,  2 9°  4 0 '  E . 

( I m p e n e tra b le  F o re st  c o -o rd in a te s  0 °  4 9 '  S. to  1°  8 '  S. ,  2 9°  3 5 '  E . 

to  29 °  5 0 '  E . ,  vid e  K e ith ,  T wo m e y,  F rie d m a n n  a n d  W illia m s , A m e r i

c an  M u s . N o vit. ,  N o. 2 3 8 9 ,  19 6 9 ,  pp.  3, 5) , sho ws c le a rly  t h a t  a  

c o n s ta n t p o p u la tio n  of b ird s  sho wing  th e  c h a ra c te rs  o u tlin e d  fo r 
th e  s ing le  M t.  M u h a vu ra  m a le  vis - a - vis  th e  n o im  o f P o g o n o c ic h la 
s te lla ta  ru w e n z o rii ( O g ilvie -G ra n t) ,  19 0 6 :  M ubuku V a lle y,  R u w e n -  

z ori, w e s te rn  U g a n da , lie s im m e d ia te ly to  th e  n o rth  o f th e  sa id
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