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A note to Contributors 
 
The Namibia Large Carnivore Atlas is an ongoing project aimed at improving the quality of data on 
large carnivore numbers and their distribution.  Atlas data are analysed every six months and a new 
Atlas Report is produced with updated results.  In time the Atlas Project will become a valuable tool in 
the monitoring of large carnivore populations. 
 
Since the last Atlas Report (Vol. 1) in July 2003 we have received an astonishing 926 observations. 
This brings the total number of observations to 5108.  The information presented within this report is 
based on all carnivore sightings and spoor observations. Due to several requests we are developing 
an electronic Atlas data form.  Participants are able to use the online data entry option or send 
observations via email. 
  
An information poster on the Carnivore Atlas is now available from the PCT.  It contains instructions 
on how to record carnivore observations and an identification key to the six large carnivores, with 
their scientific names and common names in six Namibian languages. There is also a map of 
Namibia with colour tags highlighting focus areas of the Atlas Project. The poster is also available as 
an A4 flyer and in PDF format, and can be viewed on our website.  
 
Approximately 500 Atlas Reports are distributed within Namibia and a further 150 are circulated by 
email.  Due to high costs, we do not post reports outside Namibia, but if you would like to be added to 
our email list, send us your contact details.  The report can also be downloaded from our website.  
The Predator Conservation Trust, based in the UK, circulates the report internationally to the “Friends 
of PCT” as part of their newsletter mailings.   For more information on this distribution, contact:   
 

Jean May, Predator Conservation Trust, 29 Pensby Ave, Upton, Chester, CH2 2DD, UK                
Tel: +44 (0)1244 381329;   Email: jean@predatorconservation.com 

 
Thanks to the following people and organisations for their assistance:   Ingrid Wiesel from the Brown 
Hyaena Research Project for submitting her brown hyaena research data; Dries Alberts, K. Chapu 
and MET Tsumkwe for providing carnivore data from full moon counts in Kaudom Game Reserve; 
Charis Britz for data entry; Anthony May for developing the online atlas format for data entry and 
management; Tony Robertson and Alice Jarvis for assistance with database technical problems. 
 
For further information, enquiries or requests, contact us at: 
 

Predator Conservation Trust 
PO Box 90427 

Windhoek 
Tel: 061 – 229652,   081 129 4060 
Email:  atlas@predatortrust.org 
www.predatorconservation.com 

 
Thank you for the many  photographs that we received along with some of the Atlas forms. Your 
ongoing participation is very much appreciated.  We hope you enjoy the latest edition of the Atlas 
Report.  We look forward to your continued involvement, which is essential to the ongoing success of 
the Namibia Large Carnivore Atlas. 
 
Yours sincerely           
 
 
 
Lise Hanssen 
Project Co-ordinator 
 
 

mailto:info@predatorconservation.com


Namibia Large Carnivore Atlas 
 
Namibia is one of few African countries that support six species of large carnivore.  Lions, leopards, 
cheetahs, spotted hyaenas, brown hyaenas and wild dogs occur primarily in the northern and western 
sections of Namibia.  With the possible exception of lions and leopards we have a poor understanding of 
the exact distribution and density of these species, although available information suggests that the 
populations are stable.  The Namibia Large Carnivore Atlas was launched to involve the tourism industry 
and the Namibian public in collecting baseline data on the six large carnivore species.  The Atlas data 
improves our understanding of large carnivore distribution and density, and as key species, contributes 
to the monitoring of biodiversity in Namibia.  
 

A list of the names of participants followed by the number of Atlas forms submitted 
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rnold, M 15
sugeo, D 1
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Ferguson, D 1
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Gabes 1
Ganuseb, I 5
Garbade, T 4
Gaw useb, A 2
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Connan, P 1
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Cooper, Z 10
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Craig, C 1
Crazy Kudu Safari 3
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Damaraland Camp - WS 14
David, R 1
Davis, T 1
De Beer, B 1
De Bryn, N 2
De Goede, P 4
Debe, T 6
DeBels, J 1
Delport, T - MET 2
Diamond miner 1
Dickmann, H 7
Diekmann, A 3
Dillmann, H 21
Donovan 1
Doray, I 1
Dougab, W 23
Drea, C 1
Dreyer, N 3
Du Plessis, C 1
Du Preez, P - MET 7
Duffus, J 7
Dunkley, R 1
DuPlooy, Mr 1
Durr, M - NRNR 11
Ehirovipuka Conservancy 5
Elix 1
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Karsten, C 3
Kasaona, E 1
Katangara, A 4
Katjalanja, B 1
Katuuo, J 7
Kaum, R 1
Kayser, C 4
Keding, A 1
Kefas, E 1
Kemper, J 14
Kemper, J & Roux, JP 1
Kenahama, A 1
Keuning, L & French, D 1
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Killian, W - MET 23
Kirkman, S 2
Kleinlosen, B 1
Kneib, M & U 2
Knox, N 6
Koep, M 2
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Louw , P 1
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  DAS – Desert Adventure Safaris                       MET – Ministry of Environment and Tourism                     NRNR – Namib Rand Nature Reserve 

  
RESULTS RESULTS 

Total number of observations for each species Total number of observations for each species 
  

Lion Lion 1758 1758 Spotted hyaena Spotted hyaena 1041 1041 

Leopard 913 Brown hyaena 903 

Cheetah 679 Wild dog 91 

 
 

The sex ratios of the six large carnivores 
(Ratio of one female to x number of males) 
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The age structure of the six large carnivores 
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Density and Population estimates 

Min Max Min Max

Lion 127000 0.05 0.1 64 127
Leopard 417831 0.5 1 4178
Cheetah 356636 0.05 0.1 178 357
Spotted Hyaena 255982 0.01 0.1 26 256
Brown Hyaena 334700 0.07 0.1 234 335
Wild Dog 117321 0.01 0.05 12 59

Min Max Min Max

Lion 19600 0.5 0.7 98 137
Leopard 132149 1 2.5 3304
Cheetah 125058 0.7 1.5 875 1876
Spotted Hyaena 64982 0.5 1.5 325 975
Brown Hyaena 205730 0.1 0.15 206 309
Wild Dog 20602 0.5 1 103 206

Min Max Min Max

Lion 28642 1.4 2.2 401 630
Leopard 82320 2.5 3.8 3128
Cheetah 104203 2 3.4
Spotted Hyaena 94498 5 8 7560
Brown Hyaena 54370 0.15 1 82 544
Wild Dog 24046 1 1.4 240 337

Area (km2)
Animals per 100km2 Numbers

Area (km2)
Animals per 100km2 Numbers

Species

Medium density

High density

Area (km2)
Animals per 100km2 Numbers

Low density 
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National Population 
 Estimate 

 
Lion 

562 – 894 
 

Leopard 
5469 – 10610 

 
Cheetah 

3138 – 5775 
 

Spotted hyaena 
5075 – 8791 

 
Brown hyaena 

522 – 1187 
 

Wild dog 
355 - 601 

 

Erratum 
Atlas Report July 2003 

Lion population estimate 
 

An error in the medium density formula
for Lions resulted in an incorrect estimate
which inflated the upper limit of the

ion estimate.  The error was
d and we apologise for the

ht. 
Note: Population densities are based on results from ongoing research         
projects and published data                
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A tribute to Lue Scheepers 
 

ate this issue of the ATLAS to the
 JL (Lue) Scheepers who died suddenly

ief battle with cancer.  Lue dedicated the
of his life to conservation and worked as
cientist for MET for over 21 years.
ff as a biochemist Lue moved on to
iraffes in Etosha.  It is here that he
a passion for carnivores that he pursued
ath.  His work on large carnivores was as

d colourful as his character; full of
ic appreciation for wildlife and wild
 a splendid sense of humour.  During his
r with MET Lue was an inspiration to me
of his friends.  His unique character,
ur and passion for lions will be missed.   

                                                Flip Stander 
Photo: Dirk Heinric



Large carnivore observations based on Atlas forms 
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