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Ed.'s note: Dr Rob Simmons has provided the draft text (below) on the Blue Crane for the Namibia Red Data Book.
Given the status of the species, it is encouraging to hear Rob report that the RDB texts will hopefully be finished by
Christmas and the CD available sometime in January/February 2005; funds are still being sought for publishing the
book. Kevin McCann of the South African Crane Working Group has already commented on the text. On the basis of
initial genetic probing, there is the exciting possibility that the Etosha Blue Cranes may be distinct from the SA ones.
Please forward your comments (a.s.a.p.!) to Rob at email harrier@botzoo.uct.ac.za, or to us at the address below.

BLUE CRANE Anthropoides paradiseus                            Critically Endangered
Range: Endemic southern Africa, isolated population Etosha grasslands
Area of Occupancy: 23 969 km2

Population estimate in Namibia: 60 birds
Population trend: Declining
Habitat: Wet grasslands and pans
Threats: Fragmented, genetically isolated? population, human encroachment

Blue Crane family group near Namutoni, Etosha
in May 2004 (Photo: Ann Scott)
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SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION ACTIONS
(see text for details)

• Five-yearly total population assessments should be conducted - coinciding with Etosha aerial game
counts, and including northern Etosha grasslands.

• Levels of critical waterholes at Etosha (e.g. Andoni and Twee Palms) should be maintained during
drought periods.

• Genetic status should be further investigated (by taking blood samples from flightless chicks) to
determine if there is inbreeding effect.

• Colour-ringing study will assist in determining population size, residence and survival of select pairs.
• Low level studies of movements and use of habitats will help identify critical areas for conservation

attention.


