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Namibia sees steady
downward trend in rhino and

elephant poaching

® 11THJAN 2021

By Reuters

WINDHOEK: Namibia saw a continued downward trend in rhino and

elephant poaching last year after stepping up patrols and sharply
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increasing fines, the government said on Thursday.

Citing intensified intelligence operations by authorities and collaboration
between the government and the private sector, environment ministry
spokesman Romeo Muyunda said 30 rhinos had been poached last year
compared with 50 in 2019 and 79 in 2018.

Only 11 elephants were poached in 2020 compared with 13 a year earlier.
“The reduction is attributed to many factors, one of them is increased

patrols by our staff,” Muyunda said.

Collaborative efforts between the police, central intelligence, members of
the public, civil society and the private sector had also helped turn the tide
against poachers. Namibia has increased fines for poaching to 25 million
Namibian dollars ($1.66 million) from 200,000 and prison sentences have

risen to 25 years from 20.

The southern African nation is home to the second-largest white rhino
population in the world after South Africa, according to non-profit
organisation Save the Rhino Trust. Namibia also holds one-third of the

world’s remaining black rhinos.

It is also home to the only free-roaming black rhinos left in the world, who
are growing in number after nearly becoming extinct some years ago from

poaching and drought.

Save the Rhino Trust estimates that there are over 200 free-roaming black

rhinos in Namibia, mainly in the north-east.

Rhino poaching has plagued southern Africa for decades, especially in
South Africa and Botswana, leading to anti-poaching programmes,
including de-horning and strict policing. Africa’s rhino population has been
decimated over the decades to feed demand for rhino horn, which, despite
being made of the same stuff as hair and fingernails, is prized in East Asia

as a supposed medicine and as jewellery.

https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-namibia-poaching/namibia-sees-
steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching-
idUSKBN29C1LJ

Share this:

https://africanelephantjournal.com/namibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching/ 2/4


https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-namibia-poaching/namibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching-idUSKBN29C1LJ
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fafricanelephantjournal.com%2Fnamibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Hey%2C+check+out+this+cool+site+I+found%3A+www.yourname.com+%23Topic+via%40my_twitter_name&url=https%3A%2F%2Fafricanelephantjournal.com%2Fnamibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching%2F
http://www.specificfeeds.com/widgets/emailSubscribeEncFeed/Q2VpWkJJcXBxR3pWTE9ndGlGcXIyTjJOUW8vTjR1cFU1cytFblNkMElaUU5QYzVuS01mMVhoK2gyQllyYlU4TS81TXZNQU0xQXRwaHZmUkwrRk5FaFEzRlozMVoybmhhL3VlbjhlWk1oNnEya3pwaUdBUDlmV3dJb1JGU01rV2l8VEJ5Vmw3V2w4Mk41UGFBSGdnTmdrNDVGaWJEdVB5WWk2MnNDa09aN3Rqaz0=/OA==/
https://africanelephantjournal.com/namibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://africanelephantjournal.com/namibia-sees-steady-downward-trend-in-rhino-and-elephant-poaching/?share=facebook&nb=1

