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The five dogs used by the Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and Tourism in 2017 to help with poaching have 
already arrested suspects in 52 poaching cases. 

The Minister, Mr. Pohamba Shifeta, said in the capital on Wednesday, in the most recent incident, four dogs of the 
unit, namely Alex, Benno, Baron and Nora, have arrested suspected rhino poachers on a farm adjacent to the 
Waterberg Plateau Park. 

 
The fifth dog, Alvero, is stationed in Etosha National Park. 
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The ministry received a Toyota Land Cruiser double cab pickup from Standard Bank worth N $ 840 000 for the use of 
the dog unit on Wednesday. The bakkie was upgraded by EFS 4x4 Accessories in collaboration with Brown Davis 
Africa. 

Dog food and medicine, as well as their vaccinations and first aid equipment for the dog handlers, were also donated 
by SWAVET, MDS Animal Health and Rhino Park Private Hospital. 

The dogs of the anti-poaching unit were trained to scavenge buildings, vehicles, luggage, firearms, ammunition and 
illegal wildlife products such as ivory, rhino horn, ether maggot and bush meat. 

STATISTICS 

"Today we see a drop in poaching incidents and more arrests," Shifeta said, providing the following statistics. 

This year, 17 rhinos have been harvested in the country so far compared to last year's 46 and 78 in 2018. 

"A total of 89 suspects have been arrested in rhino-related cases so far this year, compared with 175 for 2019 and 
109 for 2018. 15 rhino horns were seized compared to last year's eight and 2018's 13," said Shifeta. 

As far as elephants are concerned, only two have been harvested this year compared to the 13 in 2019 and 27 in 
2018. 

Thirty suspected elephant raiders or ivory smugglers were arrested this year compared to 90 in 2019 and 66 for 
2018. 

According to Shifeta, 38 elephant teeth and 16 pieces of ivory were seized this year compared to last year's 116 and 
2018's 99. 

Three live food maggots were seized this year compared to last year's 49 and 2018's 25 food maggots. 

"A total of 35 food magazines and 612 scales were confiscated this year, compared to 2019's 74 skins and 2018's 61 
skins," the minister said. 

According to Shifeta, 53 suspects were arrested this year in connection with ietermagô-related cases compared to 
2019's 160 arrests and 2018's 120 suspects arrested. 

“The donation comes at a time when the country is experiencing the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic. Tourism is the 
main source of income for wildlife protection and conservation, ”Shifeta said. 

According to Shifeta, the dog unit will later be expanded with eight more dogs that will be stationed nationwide to 
catch poachers. 
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