
 

Only two elephants were poached this year 
No decline in elephant tropics in Africa 
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Francoise Steynberg - Despite new research by Elephants Without Borders (EWB) that shows elephant poaching in 
Africa has not decreased since 2011, only two elephants have been harvested in Namibia so far this year. 

According to the spokesperson of the Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and Tourism, Mr. Romeo Muyunda, only 
two elephants have been stripped in the Zambezi and Kunene regions respectively by 2020. 

 
Elephant poaching in Namibia still celebrated in 2016 with 101 animals being mowed. After that, however, losses 
began to decline sharply with 50 in 2017, 27 in 2018 and 13 last year. 

"Elephant poaching in Namibia is declining due to the huge increase in arrests of suspected game criminals, as well 
as stricter prosecution," said Muyunda. 
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"The strong presence of the Namibian police, Namibian army and officials of the Ministry of the Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism is also a major deterrent." 

According to the game crime report, 117 suspected game criminals were arrested only from October to December 
last year. 

Of the 117 suspects, 25 were arrested for elephant poaching or ivory smuggling or their efforts during those three 
months. 

RESEARCH 

The research shows efforts to curb elephant poaching are imperative to save elephant populations, especially in 
West, Central and Southern Africa where elephants are mowed for their ivory. 

The EWB study published Tuesday in Scientific Reports in collaboration with researchers at the University of 
Washington and the Amboseli Trust for Elephants shows the wave of elephant poaching began in Africa throughout 
2005. 

Some recent studies say poaching celebrated high in 2011, but has declined since then. 

In the new study, data on elephant poaching were analyzed according to the Monitoring the Illegal Killing of 
Elephants (MIKE) program. The data for the study were collected from 53 sites in 28 African countries. 

The authors found that elephant poaching has only decreased in eastern Africa in recent years. 

"In western, central and southern Africa, poaching has remained unchanged since 2011," the study says. 

The lead author of the study and analyst for EWB, dr. Scott Schlossberg says: "Reports on falling poaching in Africa 
are somewhat of an illusion." 

He says regional elephant poaching has declined only in eastern Africa. 

"In the rest of the continent, poaching is still high and has changed little since 2011." 

Continuous poaching in Central and West Africa is a major concern. 

According to the study, remaining elephants in western Africa are mostly found in small, scattered populations that 
are too small to withstand further poaching. 

Central Africa is home to the African forest elephant that has suffered severe losses in recent years due to poaching 
and lost habitat. 

BOTSWANA 

According to the researchers, little information is known about elephant poaching trends in southern Africa, but there 
are concerns about two important populations in this region - northern Botswana and the Kruger National Park in 
South Africa. 

"Northern Botswana's large elephant population of about 130,000 has been severely targeted by poachers over the 
past two years." 

The government of Botswana, meanwhile, is still scratching its head over the cause of the death of more than 170 
elephants in the Okavango Delta. The first carcass was found in the delta this month. Samples of the carcasses were 
sent to a laboratory in South Africa. 

Poaching is eliminated because the elephant's teeth have not been removed. 

"We have already lost over 100,000 elephants since 2007 due to poaching in Africa," says the co-author, Mr. Michael 
Chase from EWB. 

"Poachers do not relax their efforts and so African countries need to intensify their fight against poaching." 

The MIKE program is run by the Convention of the International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) and 
conservationists keep records of the elephant carcasses found. 
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