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By John Grobler, a veteran investigative lals
environmental journalist based in Windhoek the
and two-times CNN MultiChoice Africa award right
winner for his work on organised and destin
environmental crime. ation

to
There are worrying signs that Namibia’s ventur
legendary wild game numbers may be einto
plummeting. Four years ago the Namibian b‘fs'“e
Professional Hunters Association raised an SS -
alarm about the lack of huntable elephant bulls Tweya
in the Caprivi region, where the number of Jul1g,
communal conservancies had grown from one am?jll_
eadiine

in 1997 to 15 today.

S

https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/# 1/8


https://economist.com.na/author/guest-contributor/
https://economist.com.na/category/speak-your-mind/
https://economist.com.na/linkout/40703
https://economist.com.na/15005/cartoon/weekly-cartoon/
https://economist.com.na/linkout/38900
https://economist.com.na/45848/headlines/namibia-is-the-right-destination-to-venture-into-business-tweya/
https://economist.com.na/45848/headlines/namibia-is-the-right-destination-to-venture-into-business-tweya/
https://economist.com.na/category/headlines/
https://economist.com.na/
https://economist.com.na/
https://economist.com.na/category/columns/
https://economist.com.na/category/perspectives/
https://economist.com.na/category/speak-your-mind/
https://economist.com.na/category/weather/
https://economist.com.na/category/how-to-guide-for-business-owners-and-managers/
https://economist.com.na/
https://economist.com.na/about-us/
https://facebook.com/Nameconomist
https://twitter.com/Nam_Economist
https://instagram.com/

21/07/2019 Troubled times for Namibian wildlife — conservancy stock dwindling | Namibia Economist

A professional hunter named Stephan Jacobs
described a 2015 hunting trip to a conservancy
in the eastern Caprivi as “the worst experience

_ Meatc
o does

in my life” because there was so little game left. not

He said it was a crime to shoot anything. compr
omise

“How could the Ministry of Environment and on the

Tourism (MET) issue a quota for four hippos quality

when there were only two small cows left in of beef

that entire stretch of the river?” he asked. “It's -

absolute insanity what is going on there.” official
Jul 19,

. . , 2019 |
According to MET, however, things are fine. In a Agricultu
letter to a local NGO, acting Executive Director re

and current Environmental Commissioner
Teofilus Nghitila said communal game herds

had tripled as a result of the Community-Based Overvi

Natural Resource Management approach. M cw of
the
Namibia, he said, is an African conservation past
success story and any suggestion to the two
contrary is evidence of a racist attitude that put weeks
wildlife ahead of Africans who share their living up to
space with dangerous animals such as lions, Friday
elephants and crocodiles. 19 July
and
Game sightings appear to contradict this. short-
According to informal reports from several term
conservationists, hunting and tour guides, outloo
lodge owners and former MET employees, k to
wildlife in large numbers is scarcely seen Wedne
anymore in Namibia. sday
24 July

It is no secret why the game has disappeared, 2019
they say. The worst drought in 30 years Julns,
between 2013 and 2016 caused major die-offs. 200 |
The hardier plains game initially survived. But a;diirgs
the drought collided with the MET's shoot-and- Weather
sell policy which allowed cash-strapped

conservancies to harvest their animals,

especially plains game, to sell into the Nam-
bushmeat trade.

Zim to
¥ hold

Poor controls resulted in the permit system 9th
being widely abused and a major public outcry Sessio
on social media and in the local press ensued. n of
As a result, according to the Director of Parks Joint
and Wildlife Management, Colgar Sikopo, the Commi
MET suspended quotas of plains game for ssion
shoot-and-sell and own use in the of
conservancies in 2018. Cooper

ation
But, according to Izak Smit, a businessman who Jul 19,
makes monthly field trips_ with his 2019 |
photographer wife to keep close track of the General
last desert lions in northwest Namibia's News

Kunene region, it was too late.
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He said the loss of game has caused the lions
to increasingly attack local farmers’ cattle and
donkeys, which has led to widespread lion
poisoning, including the five males made
famous by the 2015 documentary ‘Vanishing
Kings: Lions of the Namib.” On all their most
recent field trips, he said, the only game to be
seen were small, isolated herds of zebra and
springbok and the occasional pair of oryx.

“When we asked an official of the NGO
Integrated Rural Development and Nature
Conservation about the sharp decrease in
numbers since 2011/12, we were told that they
‘got the 2013/14 game counting formula wrong
which overstated game numbers and resulted
in over-utilisation. The drought, of course, then
followed and did the rest.”

!

He said urgent moratoriums on shoot-and-sell
permits and own utilisation “were self-imposed
by conservancies ever since, but we have yet to
see any change or improvement in the status
quo.”

In a written response to questions, the Sikopo
acknowledged the reduction in plains game in
Kunene, which he attributed mainly to the
drought.

He also outlined challenges in Namibia’s
Community-Based Natural Resource
Management model, including human-wildlife
conflict arising from the conservancies’ “good
conservation practices” and mismanagement
of funds by conservancy managers. But he
defended the conservancy model, writing that
it “is no doubt a conservation and rural
development success story which we are proud
of".

His responses come as no surprise. The
ministry’s international reputation and the
careers of its top officials were built
implementing Community-Based Natural
Resource Management. Members of the MET's
new Nature Conservation Board are mainly
like-minded champions of hunting.

Neither the Environmental Commissioner
Teofilus Nghitila nor the Minister of
Environment and Tourism, Pohamba Shifeta,
could comment as they were in Texas
attending the Dallas Safari Club Show 2019,
where the current Namibian Professional
Hunters Association president, Danene van der
Westhuyzen was elected to the club’s new
Conservation Advisory Board.
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July 2019 Rossing Pension Fund former member surplus payment update
Jul 19,

See more at Conservation Action Trust.
http://conservationaction.co.za/

Total claims expected Claims paid
Expecied claims | Value of Claims Claims Value of Claims 2019 |
9869 123 083 226.92 2252 (41 125 968.82)
Markets
Total S urplus for distribution 2018
(includes investment returns earnedsince March 2012) pIERE LERFOLH
Total claimants logged based on available Rossing Uranium & Rossing Foundation data. 9 869
Total estimated former members / would be claimants. 10000 >
Pending claims - former members that have not applied. 6944/
Clains received from former members not on RUL data - needs further verificati 503 Ster
Approxnumber of claims not qualifying - not former members, already paid or are pensioners 307 .
Total number of claims verified and approved for payment. 2852 KI ne kO
Total value of the approved 2852 claims for payment thus far. 55 007 540,02
Pending claims due to ding banking details. 291 r
Value of claims not paid due to outstanding banking details. 13 881 571,20 .
Actual claims paid as at 09 July 2019. 2252 moyvies
Actual surplus valie ufgaid 2252 claims. 41 12596882
Total eligible claims of deceased former members, approved for payment. 309 at
Total renmining surplus for distribution. 81957258,10

Maeru

In excess of 90% of the submitted claims that could be verified from the validation list have been screened for payment;

with 80% of these submitted eligible claims already paid. a a n d
FORMER MEMBER REGISTRATION DEADLINE FINAL NOTICE - Former member registration deadline has been lastly
extended ta 01 December 2019. the
1. This THIRD extension is the FINAL extension in an attempt to accommodate all non-registered former members. G rove
2. This is only applicable ta the former members who have not register as yet.
3. Former members who have been paid their surplus apportionment should NOT re-register again as this just delays the from
process.
4. Descendants/spouses of deceased former members who have already registered should NOT register again as this just 1 9 to
delays the process and means payments will take longer due to screening.
Screening process of 503 former members’ claims not on the validation list for cross referencing has commenced, 01 25 J u I
July 2019 (parking list). y
5. The verification process has officially commenced split into two phases.
a) Phase 1 - will consist of screening the submitted claims that contain any documentary evidence to prove the 201 9
relationship that existed between the parties (RUL or RPF).
b) Phase 2 - will consist of screening the submitted claims that contain NO documentary evidence to prove the JU| 1 9,
employment relationship that existed.
c) Once phase 1 screening has been completed all those claims will be submitted to the principal employer to confirm 201 9 |
the authenticity of the claims.
d) Phase 2 will commence after submission of phase 1 forms to the principal employer, thereafter Phase 1 payments Afte r
will commence after vetting by the principal employer. H o
6. Deceased member payment procedure pending - The Fund has proposed an expedient and cost effective payment urs

procedure to the Master of High Court for consideration with a response awaited.

. The Fund will be holding Regional Road Shows to sensitise non-registered former members to register before or on
the final date for registration - 01 December 2019. The detailed road show itinerary will be shared in due course.

. List of names of former members yet to claim will be availablein an attempt to sensitise the tracing process by friends
and family members on the Fund letterhead with applicable T&Cs.

Payment progress update shall be published in the printed media at identified intervals by the Trustees.

~

o

Please note that due to the very high number of email and telephone enquiries there will be limited responses to individual
email & telephonic enquiries on payment progress. If you have registered your claim will be considered so there is no

need to repeatedly contact us. Repeated contacts just delay the process further. WI N D H 0 E K

The respective claimant/s shall be contacted by the Fund Administrator should they need additional information.

Any further Fund related enquiries should be addressed or obtained from the Principal Officer at: F LAT T o L E T
The Principal Officer

Réssing Pension Fund
C: +264 811 45 6004 NEAR CENTRAL
E: rpf@ nto.com

DISTRICT

One Bedroom flat
for single tenant

Separate bedroom,
separate bathroom,
combined kitchen

SHARE: and lounge

Secure yard with
one inside parking
bay

< PREVIOUS NEXT >
Parking bay under
shade netting

https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/# 4/8


http://conservationaction.co.za/
https://economist.com.na/linkout/45799
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/&t=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling%20https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/&t=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling
https://www.tumblr.com/share?v=3&u=https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/&t=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/&description=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling&media=https://economist.com.na/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/environ-giraffe-endangered.jpg
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/&title=Troubled%20times%20for%20Namibian%20wildlife%20%E2%80%93%20conservancy%20stock%20dwindling
https://economist.com.na/42906/education/oxford-new-mba-scholarship-to-empower-african-women-launched/
https://economist.com.na/42920/education/physical-education-guide-for-teachers-launched/
https://economist.com.na/45812/markets/south-africa-reduces-its-repo-rate-by-25-basis-points-to-6-5/
https://economist.com.na/category/markets/
https://economist.com.na/45807/after-hours/ster-kinekor-movies-at-maerua-and-the-grove-from-19-to-25-july-2019/
https://economist.com.na/45807/after-hours/ster-kinekor-movies-at-maerua-and-the-grove-from-19-to-25-july-2019/
https://economist.com.na/category/after-hours/

21/07/2019

Oxford’s new MBA
scholarship to empower
African women

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

RELATED POSTS

-
‘\j
(ol

Physical Education guide for
teachers launched

Guest Contributor

A Guest Contributor is any of a
number of experts who contribute
articles and columns under their
own respective names. They are
regarded as authorities in their
disciplines, and their work is
usually published with limited
editing only. They may also
contribute to other publications. -
Ed.

Swakopmun  Clarification  Desert Rose
d Matters on needed on - The thorn
. record “Nujoma in Dorob
Opening the notes” National
door for 19 October 2012 Park’'s side
ivory trade 27 April 2012
7 August 2015
30 September
2016

https://economist.com.na/42918/speak-your-mind/troubled-times-for-namibian-wildlife-conservancy-stock-dwindling/#

Troubled times for Namibian wildlife — conservancy stock dwindling | Namibia Economist

Walking distance
from the CBD

One block away
from Wernhil
Shopping Mall
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