
21/07/2019 More than 30 rhino carcasses discovered in Etosha last week - The Namibian

https://www.namibian.com.na/135932/archive-read/More-than-30-rhino-carcasses-discovered-in-Etosha 1/2

Page	no:	0

view	all

More	than	30	rhino	carcasses	discovered	in	Etosha	last	week
News	-	National	|	2015-04-17

THE	Ministry	of	Environment	and	Tourism	(MET)	said	on	Friday	that	a	total	of	31	rhino	carcasses	were	discovered	in	the

Etosha	National	Park	during	the	course	of	last	week.

Most	of	the	carcasses	were	found	in	the	western	part	of	Etosha.

Permanent	Secretary	in	the	MET,	Simeon	Negumbo	said	this	in	a	media	statement	made	available	to	Nampa	here	on

Friday	afternoon.

The	rhino	carcasses	were	discovered	from	8	April	this	year	with	some	being	old,	while	others	still	have	horns.

According	to	Negumbo,	the	officials	of	the	MET	together	with	members	of	the	Namibian	Police	Force	(NamPol)	are	now

busy	conducting	some	thorough	investigations	to	determine	whether	all	31	rhinos	were	poached	or	some	died	of	natural

causes.

“The	current	levels	at	which	our	rhinos	are	being	killed	illegally	in	the	country	needs	to	be	rapidly	brought	under	control.	In

doing	so,	the	MET	will	continue	to	strengthen	its	efforts	in	effective	crime	prevention	and	law	enforcement	through

coordinated	and	integrated	clusters	of	activities,	such	as	security	planning,	monitoring,	adaptive	management	and	a

strong	and	effective	presence	on	the	ground,”	Negumbo	explained.

He	further	said	that	his	ministry	is	in	the	process	of	having	some	dedicated	investigation	units	that	will	mainly	be	focusing

on	criminal	and	poaching	syndicates,	and	organised	crime.

These	units,	said	Negumbo,	will	work	hand-in-hand	with	NamPol,	the	Namibian	Defence	Force	(NDF),	the	Judiciary,

Namibia's	intelligence	service,	communities	and	farmers	living	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Etosha	National	Park	and	other

important	stakeholders.

Issuing	a	stern	warning,	Negumbo	said:	“We	once	again	condemn	such	ill-intentioned	activities	of	rhinos	and	elephant

poaching,	and	we	call	upon	all	those	involved	to	refrain	from	such	activities	with	immediate	effect	or	risk	of	being	caught

and	face	the	full	wrath	of	the	Namibian	law”.

-Nampa
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MINISTRY	OF	ENVIRONMENT	AND	TOURISM	WHAT	IS	YOUR	MANDATE?	WHY	ARE	YOU	FAILING	TO

PROTECT	OUR	BIODIVERSITY?	WHAT	DO	YOU	WORK	FOR	AT	THAT	MINISTRY?	HOW	DOES	IT	MAKE	YOU	FEEL	TO

WALK	OUT	OF	YOUR	OFFICES	MONTH	END	AND	GET	FAT	PAYS	WHILE	THE	BIODIVERSITY	WHICH	YOU	WORK	FOR	IS

GETTING	DESTROYED?	ESPECIALLY	THOSE	OF	YOU	THAT	ARE	PROFESSIONALS	IN	ENVIRONMENTAL	SCIENCE	OR

MANAGEMENT!!	WHY	IS	IT	SO	HARD	FOR	YOU	TO	PUT	IN	PLACE	AND	IMPLEMENT	MEASURES	TO	PROTECT	OUR

BIODIVERSITY?	WHERE	IS	THE	LOVE	FOR	OUR	BIODIVERSITY	OR	OUR	ENVIRONMENT?	I	THINK	IT	IS	NOT	THERE

BECAUSE	YOU	WOULD	HAVE	DONE	ANYTHING	TO	PROTECT	OUR	RHINOS	AND	OTHER	SPECIES	IN	NAMIBIA	IF	YOU

yabkltu
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HAD	IT!	BRING	ON	BOARD	FRESH	BLOOD	TO	HELP	IN	THINKING	AND	IN	INNOVATION	IN	ORDER	TO	PROTECT	OUR

BIODIVERSITY!	-	Joh	Joh	|	2015-04-17	[14344]


