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Editorial

Once again in this issue we are able to report
on species new to Namibia. Er, well, perhaps
one of them is not really new to Namibia, but
none of the previous records was accepted.

The species concerned is the Black Skimmer,
a species native to the Americas and for
which, as far as I can determine, there were
no confirmed records on this side of the
Atlantic Ocean.

A single bird suddenly appeared at Rietvlei
near Cape Town in October 2012, stayed a few
days and then disappeared. A couple of days
later a single bird (believed to be the same
individual) appeared in Walvis Bay, stayed for
a short period and again disappeared.

There have been two previous unconfirmed
records of this species in Namibia of which I
am aware. The first is Joris Komen’s record
from the Rundu Sewage Works in the mid
1980’s which was not accepted by the then
rarities committee on the grounds that it was
just too unlikely that this species had found
its way there - I don’t think that Joris has
forgiven that committee to this day.

The second record is Tony Tree’s sighting of a
single bird at Walvis Bay in February 1998,
which, as far as I am aware, was also shot
down by the rarities committee.

For more on the Walvis Bay Black Skimmer
see Otto Schmidt’s article and John Paterson’s
stunning action picture in the “Rarities and
Interesting Observations” section of this issue.
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More Records for the Cape Eagle-Owl
Bubo capensis
in North-Western Namibia

Wessel Swanepoel
(wessel@kaokosafari.com)

Only five published substantiated records for
the Cape Eagle-Owl in Namibia exist, four of
which are substantiated by photographs and
the fifth by a sound recording (Swanepoel
2003, 2005). Our knowledge regarding the
distribution of this enigmatic owl species thus
is mostly based on call records and a few sight
records. These owls occur in remote areas and
unless calling their presence is usually not
detected.

Since the last published record of Cape Eagle-
Owl in Namibia in 2005 (Swanepoel 2005), the
author has found the species in a number of
localities in north-western Namibia at which it
was not recorded before:

e Baynes Mountains, Okavhare River,
8 km south of the Kunene River,
1712BB, July 2005. Two birds heard
calling from cliffs above the river.

e Otjihipa Mountains, 4.5 km south of
Onyesu and the Kunene River, 1712BA,
April 2006. Two birds heard calling
from cliffs in the mountain.

e Mikberg, 14 km south of De Riet and
the Huab River, 2014CA, October 2006.
One bird heard calling from the
northern slopes of the mountain.

e Otjihipa Mountains, top of Van Zyl’s
Pass at view point, 1712DA, May 2007.
One bird heard calling.

e Rocky outcrops, 19 km south of
Leyland’s Drift and the Hoarusib River,
1912DD, January 2012. One bird seen
and photographed (Fig.1), roosting on
ground amongst boulders in early
morning sun.
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e Mountains west of Giribesvlakte,
1913AB, May 2012. Two birds heard
calling from the mountains.

e Mountains along Hoarusib River, 28 km
north north west of Puros, 1812DB,
May 2012. Three birds heard calling
from the mountainous area adjacent to
the river.

Apart from the above-mentioned new records,
a Cape Eagle-Owl has been seen and
photographed by Adri van der Merwe in the
Okavhare River cliffs in the Baynes Mountains
in August 2010 (Fig.2). This record is from the
same locality as the one by the author in July
2005.

)
Fig. 1 © Wessel Swanepoel

To date the Otjihipa Mountains record is the
closest record of Cape Eagle-Owl to Angola, at
only 4.5 km from the common border. It thus
seems highly likely that this species will
eventually also be found there.

The record by Adri van der Merwe constitutes
the sixth substantiated record for Cape Eagle
Owl in Namibia and also the northernmost in
both Namibia and south-western Africa.

The record south of Leyland’s Drift constitutes
the seventh substantiated record for Namibia.

Apart from the above-mentioned records, the
author has heard Cape Eagle-Owls on
numerous occasions at several of the known
localities as indicated in the article published
in 2003. In the Khan River several birds were
heard calling during one night and one bird
was seen the following morning. Cape Eagle-
Owls are probably more common than realized
but due to the preferred habitat in remote
areas, they are seldom recorded unless they
are calling and the call is recognized as such
by observers.

Adri van der Merwe
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