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Mozambique: Eleven Elephant Tusks Seized in
Tete
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Maputo — Officers of Mozambique's National Criminal Investigation Service
(Sernic) have seized eleven elephant tusks in a house in the western city of
Tete, according to a report in Sunday's on-line issue of the independent
daily "O Pais".

The police struck as the traffickers were about to sell the tusks. The two
men found in possession of the tusks have been arrested. The traffickers
denied involvement in poaching, and said they were only middlemen hired
to sell the ivory.

The Tete Sernic provincial spokesperson, Celina Roque, said that, in order
to arrest the traffickers, police officers had pretended to be interested in
buying the ivory.

This is the second ivory seizure reported within a week. The first was a
police raid on a house in Boane municipality, about 30 kilometres west of
Maputo, in which 50 tusks were seized. It is not yet known whether these
elephants were killed in Mozambique on in a neighbouring country.

Poachers now face lengthy prison sentences. The killing of any protected
species carries a jail sentence of between 12 and 16 years.
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AllAfrica publishes around 600 reports a day from more than 100 news organizations (/list/publisher/editorial/editorial/type/pub.html) and over 500
other institutions and individuals (/list/publisher/editorial/editorial/type/reg.html), representing a diversity of positions on every topic. We publish news
and views ranging from vigorous opponents of governments to government publications and spokespersons. Publishers named above each report
are responsible for their own content, which AllAfrica does not have the legal right to edit or correct.

Articles and commentaries that identify allAfrica.com as the publisher are produced or commissioned by AllAfrica (/inhouse/). To address comments
or complaints, please Contact us (/misc/forms/general.html).

AllAfrica is a voice of, by and about Africa - aggregating,
producing and distributing 600 news and information items daily
from over 100 African news organizations and our own reporters
to an African and global public. We operate from Cape Town,
Dakar, Abuja, Johannesburg, Nairobi and Washington DC.
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