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Liideritz colour-ringed Hartlaub’s Gull at Walvis Bay
AJ. Tree! & M. Boorman-

'PO Box 211, Bathurst 6166, South Africa. tonytree(wzeane.com
‘PO Box 1445, Swakopmund, Namibia. felix@mwcb.com.na

On 14 November 2005, while counting terns at Walvis Bay harbour, we found
a Hartlaub’s Gull with a fresh orange colour ring on its right leg and metal ring
on the left leg. On making enquiries locally we could not find anyone who had
colour-ringed this species in the arca. On posting this information on *namring-
ers@@yahoogroups.com’ it was discovered that a bird with this ring combination
had been rehabilitated and ringed at Liideritz.

It was on 29 July 2005 that Pete Bartlett found a badly oiled Hartlaub’s Gull in
Lideritz harbour. The bird was christened “Slipway™ and it took three washes
by Jessica Kemper to clean off the very sticky oil, which was concentrated on
the primaries and tail feathers. The bird was released on 22 August wearing ring
number SH10001 on its left leg and an orange colour ring on its right leg.

As there does not appear to be any other record of this ring combination on a
Hartlaub’s Gull it seems safe to assume that this was the bird seen later in the
year at Walvis Bay. In Underhill
LG, Tree Al, Oschadleus HD and
Parker V (1999. Review of ring
recoveries of waterbirds in south-
ern Africa) the longest distance
recovery given was of 228 km for
a bird moving from Robben Is-
land to the Olifants River mouth
in exactly one year. The distance
from Liideritz to Walvis Bay har-
bour is approximately 410 kms
and thus this record constitutes
the longest distance movement to
date in this species.
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Raptor electrocutions and collisions with power-lines in Namibia

Peter Bridgeford & Dirk Heinrich
PO Box 3699
Walvis Bay
Namibia
pmbridge(wiway.na

In 1986/87, Brown and Lawson (1989) completed the first survey of electricity
transmission lines in Namibia to look for bird interactions. During this 1 447 km
survey of 220 and 330 kV transmission lines in a helicopter, they found one col-
lision victim, a Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarins and several other species

of birds nesting on the pylons. In South Africa, collisions and electrocution of

birds, especially raptors, have a negative impact on bird populations and cause
problems to the utility companies. This problem has been dealt with in detail by
van Rooyen (2000).

During a vulture ringing project northeast of Windhoek, information on this
problem was collected. The owner of the farm Reveille, Okahandja district, re-
ported that an African White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus was electrocuted
in 2002. At least four Flamingos Phoenicopterus spp., were injured when they
collided with a transmission cable. In the Hochfeld area, on the farm Katanéno,
a dead animal under the electricity transmission cables, attracted many vultures.
Two African White-backed Vultures were killed when they flew into a cable.

Close to Windhoek on the tarm Okatumba South, a Martial Eagle Polemaetus
bellicosus was electrocuted and found hanging on the transmission cable. Other
farmers were questioned about this problem, but many reported that they did not
use the cleared track following the power-lines. Unless carcasses lay in the road,
the thick bush and grass hid the carcasses and small predators soon consumed
them. Although there are undoubtedly more electrocutions and collisions, the
problem may not be as severe as there are many tall trees for roosting and nest-
ing in the northern areas of Namibia. However, in the south of the country, with
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