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“Seit langer Zeit mal wieder einige Kurzmeldungen flir den
Lenioturdus : Am Sonntag, dem 15. Juni, rief mich ein
Bekannter &n; ein sonderbarer Vogel habe sich bei dem
Futterplatz auf seinem Hofe eingefunden. Als ich ankam, war
der Vogel noch da. Es war ein mannlicher Greutoko Tockus
nasutus. Wir versuchten, ihn mit rohen Fleisch- und
Apfelstuckchen zu fUttern, aber vergeblich. Als wir ihm zu

aufdringlich wurden, flog er auf und davon.

Der 22. Juni war sonnig, warm und windstill

Ostwindstimmung Ich sass auf der Veranda des Yachtclubs und
genoss ein Bier, als ein Schwarm RotzlUgelmausvogel Coliug

sich auf dem Maschendrahtzaun, der Hafen- und
Yachtclubgeldnde trennt, niederliess wund von dort zZur
Stelnschuttung niederturnte. Es war noch Ebbe, und die

Mausvbgel krochen emsig zwischen den mit Grunaldgen bewachsenen
Steinen umher und frassen Grunalgen. Ob sie auch dleichzeitig
von den zahllosen kleinen Fliegen und Spinnen erbeuteten,
konnte ich leider nicht erkennen. Ein sonderbares Verhalten
flr Mausvdgel - eine erstaunliche Anpassung, vom Baumbewochner

zum Strandlaufer.

Am 13.-14.-15. September konnte ich wieder bei
Luderitzbucht Kapuhus Bubo capensis beobachten, dieses mal an
zwel getrennten Stellen. Ein Nest mit Eiern oder Kiicken fand
ich aber nicht, dafir in der Nachbarschlucht eines des

Turmfalken Falco tinnunculus mit drei Eiern.

Am 18. Oktober dieses Jahres sah ich zum ersten Mal
einem Park im Stadtgebiet einen Sichelhopf i

Phoeniculus
gvapnomelas. Der Vogel konnte ca. 15 Minuten beobachtet
werden. Bei Nachfragen in der Nachbarschaft des Parks wurde
mir bestatigt, dass seit etwa drei Wochen mehrere Slrhelhopfe
in dem Park anwesend seien und auch die umliegenden Garten

besuchen., Ob sie sich hier permanent niederlassen werden ?

Ein Paar Schwalbenschwanz-Bienenfresser

soll sich in der gleichen Gegend aufhalten, was

ich aber bisher nicht bestatigen konnte.

Russnektarvogel Ngg;nxlnlg fusca waren jahrelang zahlreich
im Stadtgebiet und bruteten hier auch, meist im Juni. Noch
letztes Jahr wurde ein Junges bei mir im Hofe fludde. Seit
Anfang Marz dieses Jahres sah ich nicht einen einzigen Vogel
mehr. Es ist anzunehmen, dass sie sich in das Kuisebdelta

verzogen haben, das wieder voller blUhender Nicotiana
steht. "

A. WALTER, Postfach 577, Walvis Bay.
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EINSENDESCHLUSS DER ARTIKEL FUR DIE NACHSTE AUSGABE DES
LANIOTURDUS IST DER 10 FEBRUAR 1986.
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF
LANIOTURDUS IS 10 FEBRUARY 1986.

LONG DISTANCE RECOVERIES OF RINGED BIRDS
Subantarctic birds

Possession Island, one of the French-owned Crozet Islands,
lies in the Subantarctic waters of the southern Indian Ocean,
some 1 000 km east of Marion Island. The straight line
distance between the Crozet Islands and the Namib coast is
roughly 5 000 km. Two birds caught and ringed on Possession
Island have been recovered along the Namib coast this year.

The first recovery, in May, merely comprised a ring found
on the Palgrave beach by Mr Miller of Walvis Bay. The ring
proved to be from a Subantarctic Skua Catharacte antarctica
which had been ringed as a nestling in January 1982.

In July I Kkicked over the dried-out carcass of a giant
petrel on a beach on Halifax Island (off the coast at
Luderitz). Only one led remained, but this leg had a French
ring! This bird, a Northern Giant Petrel Mgg:gngg;gﬁ halli,
had been rinded almost eleven years ago, in "final plumage";
i.e., at least older than an obvious juvenile.

In September 1977 twenty-five giant petrels, including
both Northern and Southern Giant Petrels M, Higanteus, were
caught at sea south of Luderitz. They were "lassoced” with a
hoop net, since after feeding on seal carcasses at the Long
Islands, they were too heavy to take off easily from the water
(Voisin et al. 1977 Cormorant 3:19-20). One of these petrels
had been ringed as a juvenile at Macquarie Island south of
eastern Australia. The remaining petrels were ringed and
released. Subsequently, one petrel was recovered dead on a

beach in New Zealand. In October 1986 one petrel was
'controlled’ (ring checked and left on the bird) whilst
breeding on Marion Island. Both petrel species occur

regularly along the Namib coast and can occasionally be seen
from the shore, but are not often reported. However, few bird
species can give a better rate and range of recoveries !

Birds ringed in Europe

Two birds ringed in Europe have been found dead in
SWA/Namibia in 1986. A European Swallow Hirundo rustica
ringed in September 1985 at Wilga, Poland, was recovered on a
farm near Grootfontein in February. This bird travelled a
mlnlmum distance of 8 000 km. A Sandwich Tern Sterna

is, ringed as a nestling at Hompelvoet in the
Netherlands in June 1983, was found dead at a roost in
Sandwich Harbour in February 1886.

A.J. NILLIAMS, c/o Directorate of Nature Conservation,
Private Bag 13306, Windhosek.
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A flock of Grey Louries Y ixoi congelor is
rrequently seen foraging in the Klein Windhoek riverbed. In
August a well-developsd Grey Lourie nestling {not quite able
to fly) was found in a gutter not far from the riverbed. The

lourie was undamaged

The lourie was kept indoors for four days, and started
self-feeding on the third dey, teking an assortment of fruit,
msalworms and ‘Seringa’ herries {(Persian Lilac Melia
azedarach). On the third and fourth days the bird called
intermittently.

On day five an aduit lourie was seen perched in the
garden. The vound lourie was transferred to an outside aviary
the next day, and within a short while a flock of six adult
louries flew into the garden. These birds called loudly and
frequently, and occasionally perched on top of the aviary.

Two days later I released the young lourie on top of the
aviary. All the adult birds immediately flew down onto the
aviary and crowded arocund the youngster, calling iocudly. The
adults then flew into a nearby Progopis sp. tree, followed
closely by the young lourie, which, not flying properly yet,
half hopped, half flew and clambered into the tree. The
entire flock of louries remained in the garden for about ten
days, feeding on Seringa berries and additional fruit put out
fer them. The yound bird was seen feeding itself and
occasionally bedging food from adults. The flock eventually
disappeared, occasionally resturning to feed early in the
morning.

E.J. MYER, P.O. Box 11232, Klein Windhoek.

HEXERXEEXEREXXEXEXXXXX

DO YOU NEED TQ GIVE SOMEORE A BELATED XMAS PRESENT 7
Give him/her an attractive leather cover for a bird book...

Band-wade Gepuine Leather covers ror Roberts and Newmans are
available at only R 16.00 each from the Wildlife Society,
Namib Centre, P.0O. Box 483, Swakopmund.

Please specify whether you want the cover(s) for Roberts
and/or Newmans with or without handles, and what lettering you
require on the cover (at no extra charge!}.

A part of +the cost of the cover(s) will be donated to the
Wildlife Society Rhiwmo Fund.

For Sale: Back-issues of LANIOTURDUS

The Bird Club is selling back-issues of LANIOTURDUS while
supplies 1last. If you are interested, please contact Almuth
at (061) 22 5372.
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Headscratchers

Zum Kopjfzerbrechen

A headscratcher at last! Nr A, Walter (P.O.
Bay) has the following query

Box 577, Walvis

Recently 1 camped in the Cuab River, next to the fence of
the Namib-Naukluft Park. There was open water upstream, and
likewise some open water about six kilometres downstream, with
lush vegetation. Despite this, birdlife was pretty poor in
the region, with only a few species present, such as, for
example, the Mountain Chat Qenanthe montigola. So I thought.
Then I looked a little closer - The Mountain Chat 1 saw did
not have a white rump and white under tail-coverts; in fact,
the tail appeared entirely black. Furthermore, the bird hed a
white cap and white shoulder-patches. All these features fit
Arnot’s Chat Thamnolaea arnoti perfectly, except that this
species is not supposed to occur in this area - who can help?

Mystery Bird

Was fiir ein Vogel ist das ?
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