
SCXENT. PAP. NAMIB DESERT RES. STN., NO. 31 

List of Birds from the Namib Desert Research Station 

This list names the birds which have been identi- 
fied within a ten mile radius of the Namib Desert 
Research Station, Gobabeb, during July and August, 
1964, and duly, 1965, to July, 1966. 

The area can be divided into three major habitats: 
1) The barren gravel plain north from the Kuiseb 
River; 2) the forest of Acacia alMda, A. giafffae, 
Tamarix austro-africanu, and Satvadolm p a r k a  in 
the bed of lh Kuiseb River; 3) the sandy dunes 
south of the Kuiseb. These regions c m  be further 
divided into more restricted habitats, and in the 
folIowing list, the habitats in which each species 
was normally found are designated by symbols fol- 
lowing the name. These habitats and corresponding 
symboIs are as follows: 
lg Bare ar sparsely grassy gravelly and sandy 

flats north of the Kuiseb (with short exten- 
sions between the dunes on the south bank of 
the Kuiseb). 

Ik Koppies and boulder-strewn mck cyutmps in 
the plain. 

2f The trees of  the riverine forest. 
2w Water-holes in the bed of the Kuiseb. 
3s Sandy flats between dunes, sometimes with 

bunches of spiny grasses. 
3g Areas of large, spiny grasses (A*tiola aabec- 

licola and others) on the dunes. 
X Bird seen flying over all habitats. 

In  the Iist, the habitats are Dsted in the order 
more favoured to Iess favoured by the species. Scien- 
tific ,names m bhose of Mackwmh-9raed & 
Grant (196-3). 

Lkt . 
Ostrich Struthiu camelw U ,  3s 
Grey Heron Ardea cimea 2w 
Hammerkop Scopus mza bretta 2w 
Cape Widgeon A m  capemis (flock of 

six 'during flooding of the normally 
dry Kuiseb) 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos t r a c h l i o t ~  X 
Lanner Falco biarrnicus lg, 2 
Kestrel Falco tinnuncutus lk, lg, 2f  
Greater Kestrel Falco rmpkobides lg 
Kite Milvus migrans (observed once 

passing over N.D.R.S.) 
Black-chested Harrier-eagle Circwtw 

pectoralis Zf, Ig 
Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus X 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabm 2f 
Chanting Goshawk M e l i w m  music?& 2f, U! 
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 2f, 3s 
Ludwig's Bustard Neotvh ludwigid 2f, 3s, lg 
Three-banded Plower Churadrius W- 

collaris 2w 
Ruff Phibmcschus pugnm (one specimen 

at N.D.R.S., 13 NW., 1965) 

Two-banded Courser Hemerodromus 
afnkanw Ig 

Southern Black-backed Gull L a w  &mi- 
nbanzds (one sick bird turned up at 
Gobabeb in October a d  died) 

Namaqua Sandgrouse Ptmcles  namagsa 
Speckled Rock Pigeon Columba guinea 2f 
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicoh 2f 
Laughing Dove Stigmatopelia senegalensk 2f 
Namaqua Dove Oena capemis 22 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Dhocercus 

h i r u n d i m  2f 
African Hoopie Upupa africana 2f 
Scimitar-bill Rhiopommtus c~lanomelas 2f 
Spotted Eagle-owl Babo afidcacnecs 2f 
White-backed Mousebird Colius coliw 2f 
Red-faced Mousebird Colius 6ndW 2f 
Pied Barbet T ~ l t o ~  Imwmelan 2f 
Cardinal Woodpecker Dsndropims fuscescm 2f 
Alpine Swift Apess melbe (observed 

flying over N.D.R.S.) 
Karroo Lark Certhilutada aalescem 3g, 3s 
Stark's Lark Spizocorys starki Ig 
Grey-backed Finch-Iark Eremoptet'ix 

verticalis Q, 3s, 38 
Gray's Lark Ammomnes grayi 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capen& 2w, 21 
Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelwdiw 
r (twice recorded at N.D.R.S.) 
Red-eyed Bul bul Pgcnonotw nigricam 2f 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa st*ta 2 f 
Fririt Flycatcher Batis pririt 2f 
Mountain Chat Oenanthe monticola Ik, 2f 
Layard's Chat Oenanthe tractrm Ig, Ik, 3s 
Familiar Chat Cercomeh farniliwis 2f, lk 
Kalahari Scrub-robin Erythropygia paena 2f 
Tit-babler Parisornu subceartkkum 2f 
Layard's Tit-babler P a r k m  layardi 2f 
Crombec Sylvieta wfmcew 2f 
Yellow-bellied Erernornela Eremomela 

icteropygialis 21 
Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicam 2f 
Swallow Hirurado m t k a  X 
Larger Striped Swallow Himndo mmllata X 
Rock Martin Ptynoprogne futigula X 
Drongo Dtcrurecs adsimilis 2f 
Brrrbru Nilaus afer 2f 
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 2f 
Fiscal Lanius collaris 2f 
Grey Tit P a w  afer 2f 
Pied Crow Cowus albw X 
Black Crow Cormus capensis Ig 
Wattled Starling Greatophora d w e a  2f 
Cape Glossy Starling Lamprococolius 

nitena 2f 
Pale-wing Starling Onychognathus nabs- 

roup 2f 

R
ep

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 S

ab
in

et
 G

at
ew

ay
 u

nd
er

 li
ce

nc
e 

gr
an

te
d 

by
 th

e 
Pu

bl
is

he
r (

da
te

d 
20

11
)



Pale White-eye Zostmops  pallid^ 
Dusky Sunbird Cinayris fwcus 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

(occasionaIIy at N.D.R.S.) 
Mossie Passa m d a n u m  
Grey-headed Sparrow Passer dif f w  
Scaly-frontd Weaver Sporopipes squami- 

f r o w  

2f Masked Weaver Placeus velutm 2f 
2f Yellow Canary Berinm flaviuentri~ 2f 

Black-throated Canary Sainus atrogub?% 2f 
White-throated Seed-eater Swiaus 

2f albogula?is 2f 
2f Damara Black-head Canary A h r b  

Eeucolaema 21 
2f Lark-like Bunting FringilluM impetuani If 
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