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Though you may not be that familiar with the term, poaching is a very real
phenomenon that affects many species of animals each year. So what is poaching,

exactly? And why is it illegal? Keep reading to find out!

Poaching is Bad for Environment and Wildlife

Poaching is horrible not only for animals but also for the environment. However, you
might be unsure of exactly why this is so. We’re here to help educate you on why
poaching is bad. You will also get an answer to your question: is poaching illegal?
There’s a lot to learn about poaching. In addition to whether it is unlawful or not, you
will also gain a basic understanding of what poaching is and why it is harmful to the

world around us.

Because poaching is prevalent in some parts of the world more than others, some

people inaccurately believe that it is no longer an actual problem that we are facing.
However, this could not be more true. Even though several organizations put a lot of
energy, money, and time into curbing poaching, there is always room for growth and

more people to get involved in helping poaching stop.

What Is Poaching?

First, let’s discuss what poaching is so you can understand why it is so bad for the
world and the animals it impacts. By learning more about what constitutes poaching,
you will also gain a more thorough understanding of whether or not poaching is
illegal. Here is everything you need to know about poaching to have a base

knowledge that you can continue educating yourself and building upon.

When people poach, they are unjustly taking wildlife. Several activities can be
described as poaching. First of all, if a hunter kills an animal when it is out of season,
itis considered poaching. However, this is not the only way to engage in poaching. In
addition to this, if someone kills an animal without a license, they are poaching that
animal. What about using a prohibited weapon?

If a hunter uses a disallowed weapon, is this considered poaching? The answer is yes.
That is poaching. There are other methods of killing an animal that is also considered

poaching. If you kill them in a prohibited manner, that is also poaching. If a poacher
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slaughters a protected species, that is also poaching. In addition to this, exceeding
the bag limit is another method of hunting that is technically poaching. Finally, killing

an animal when you are trespassing on disallowed territory will count as poaching.

Is Poaching lllegal?

Now that you know what poaching can be described, it is time to answer whether
poaching is legal or illegal. You will be relieved to learn that, yes, poaching is
considered unlawful. Not only do local laws disallow hunters from poaching animals,
but there are also state and international laws that establish that it is against the law
for hunters to poach certain animals, using certain weapons, and in certain

conditions.

Unfortunately, this does not necessarily stop poaching from happening, especially in
parts of the world with many valuable animals. For instance, the poaching capital of
the world is Africa. Though poaching happens in other locations, this one continent is
where a massive amount of poaching occurs because there are a lot of elephants and
rhinos there. Poachers want these animals because they are valuable due to their
ivory. Other times, poachers wish to animals for their fur. No matter why poachers
wish to an animal, it is simply illegal to kill an animal in these aforementioned ways,

places, and conditions.

Because poaching is illegal, that does mean that it is punishable under law. If you see
someone in your local area poaching wildlife, you must voice that to your local
authorities so they can take steps to safeguard your local wildlife. You mustn’t
approach the poacher yourself and leave this to the authorities who know how to

handle a poaching problem.

As mentioned, just because poaching is illegal does not, unfortunately, mean that it
does not occur. It still occurs much too often. We all have a role to play in this. If we all
do our duty to stop poaching, we can ensure that animals and the environment are
safe. Continue reading to learn more about why poaching isn’t just bad for animals

and itis also extremely detrimental for the environment.

Why Is Poaching Bad For Animals And The
Environment

Now that you know more about poaching and understand why poaching is illegal,
let’s discuss why exactly poaching is so detrimental to the environment. First of all,
poaching is harmful to animals because they could go extinct if too few of them are
left as a result of poaching. This is highly devastating. Poaching is the leading reason

why animals go extinct.

It’s also bad for the environment because if an animal goes extinct due to poaching,
the entire ecosystem is destroyed. In addition, this leads one species to become too
prevalent, or other problems could occur. And, of course, there is also the human risk

that comes with poaching. For instance, poached animals could even spread disease.

For all of these reasons, poaching is a serious problem that can have devastating
consequences for the animals involved and the environment. It is important to raise

awareness of this issue and take steps to prevent poaching.



Interested in learning more about poaching? Wondering how you can help? Learn
more about poaching by visiting the IAPF

Modern Warrior: Damien Mander at TEDxSydney

What is poaching of food?
Poaching of food is the taking of animals or plants from their natural environment
without the permission of the owner or authority. It is a criminal activity that can have

serious consequences for the environment and the animals involved.

Why are poachers killing animals?
The main reason that poachers kill animals is for their meat or ivory. Some poachers
also kill animals for their skins or other body parts, which can be sold on the black

market.

What causes poaching?
There are a number of factors that contribute to poaching. One is the demand for
animal products, such as ivory and meat, which drives poachers to kill animals.

Poaching can also be a way for criminals to make money, as the sale of animal


https://www.legalscoops.com/is-poaching-illegal-everything-you-need-to-know/group-of-animals/
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products on the black market can be very lucrative. Finally, poaching can be a result

of poor law enforcement and lack of resources to protect animals.

Is poaching killing?

Yes, poaching is often fatal for the animals involved. Poachers often kill animals
illegally and inhumanely, which can result in great suffering for the animals. Poaching
also has a negative impact on the environment, as it can lead to the destruction of

habitats and the depletion of animal populations.

Is poaching illegal?

Poaching is a criminal activity that is punishable by law.

What are the penalties for poaching?
The severity of the punishment will depend on the jurisdiction where the poaching
occurs but can range from a simple fine to imprisonment. Poachers can also be

subject to civil penalties, such as the loss of hunting privileges.

Can I get in trouble for poaching if | don’t hunt?
Yes, you can get in trouble for poaching even if you don’t hunt. Poaching is the illegal

taking of wildlife or fish, and doesn’t require you to be a hunter to commit this crime.

Jacob Maslow

The senior editor of Legal Scoops, Jacob Maslow, has founded several online

newspapers including Daily Forex Report and Conservative Free Press
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