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Land and water usage by traditional pastoralists

by Ingrid Christian, Agronomist, PhD candidate
Justus-Liebig-University, Giessen/Germany

Abstract

The need for planning and implementing livestock development projects
together with, rather than for, local farmers has become increasingly apparent.
The production systems and the chances for sustainable range management of
the communal rangeland areas in Namibia differ from the Namibian
commercial sector. Consequently a different approach for sustainable
development has to be applied. Management of pasture grounds by communal
farmers in Northern Namibia includes the management of water resources,
cattle movements and the usage and management of fodder supplies - subject
to a range of conditions originating from the traditional and legal framework
of the prevailing system. For future improvement and development of
communal pasture ground also social implications play an important role. The
information provided in this article on the implications of communal range
management - without claiming to give a full picture - is based on the working
experience made with traditional pastoralists. No quantitative data will be
provided. -
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