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TWO MEN ARRESTED IN LIBERIA OVER ELEPHANT KILLINGS

John Flomo, head of the Wologizi national park, told AFP that the bodies of two elephants
were discovered with their tusks still intact in Lofa county earlier this month.

The elusive animal is listed by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) as critically endangered, threatened by habitat loss as well as poaching for ivory
and bushmeat.
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MONROVIA, Liberia — Two men have been arrested for killing two protected elephants in
northern Liberia, the head of a national park said on Monday.

John Flomo, head of the Wologizi national park, told AFP that the bodies of two elephants
were discovered with their tusks still intact in Lofa county earlier this month.

Police arrested two suspects at the weekend, while a third is on the run, he said.

“All animals in the park are protected by law, and anyone caught killing them has to face
the weight of the law,” Flomo said.

Liberia, a poor nation in West Africa with swathes of virgin rainforest, is home to between
350 and 400 forest elephants, the Elephant Research and Conservation (ELRECO) group
said earlier this year.

The elusive animal is listed by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) as critically endangered, threatened by habitat loss as well as poaching for ivory
and bushmeat.

Liberia has sought to protect the animals, imposing fines on anyone caught hunting in
conservation areas. The government also launched a National Elephant Action plan in
2017.

But conflict between humans and elephants has continued, often sparked by hungry
tuskers raiding crops, ELRECO’s Tina Vogt said.
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In 2019, Liberian police arrested a man for allegedly killing four elephants in rainforest in
the southeast.

Liberia is still recovering after back-to-back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 and West Africa’s
2014-16 Ebola pandemic, which killed 4,800 people in the country.

ELEPHANT POACHIN LIBERIA POACHERS ARRESTED WOLOGIZI RESERVE

Published by somervillesustainableconservation

Journalist, academic and writer on African wildlife journalism and politics. Specialist on
eastern and southern Africa, politics and human aspects of conservation, lion-human
relations, elephant conservation and ivory, rhino conservation, journalism, radio and
propaganda. View all posts by somervillesustainableconservation

© 2021 AFRICA SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION NEWS

WEBSITE POWERED BY WORDPRESS.COM.

https://africasustainableconservation.com/2021/10/13/liberia-2-arrested-for-killing-elephants/ 3/3


https://africasustainableconservation.com/author/somervillesustainableconservation/
https://africasustainableconservation.com/
https://wordpress.com/?ref=footer_custom_powered
https://africasustainableconservation.com/tag/elephant-poachin/
https://africasustainableconservation.com/tag/liberia/
https://africasustainableconservation.com/tag/poachers-arrested/
https://africasustainableconservation.com/tag/wologizi-reserve/

