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r .1 Slncc  the  las t  P .0 .  rs  meet ing ,  two fu r ther  aer la l  gane

counts were made. The first was during November 19TO and.
the second February 1970. A total-  of  about TO hours f1y-
1ng tlne was lnvol-ved.

l l t lnter,  or  dry season, counts appear to be lnaccurate as
totals obtalned frona these counts are always lower than
the toials obtained from rainy season counts.  The reason
is obvious : durlng the rains the animals move out onto
the plains and concentrate in large hercls,  thus s inrplefy-
ing the count ing.  There are cert ian dravrbacks at tached
to counting during the rai-ny season only : elephants 1mj_-
grate out of  the reserve and there is,  presumably,  an in-
flux of other anj-mal-s lnto the reserve. However, I clo
not th ink much lmportance should be at tached to the inf lux
as i t  can be countered by an out lvard novement c lscwhcre.
specles totals might be af fected but the accuracy of  these
counts can nt t  dcterrnlne the tendency.

Furthermore, counts made aceordlng to the present method
are lnherently lnaccurate and al1ows for large errors.
large tendencies might be not ieed but as many of  our spe-
cles have sual l  total-s,  aqy var iat ions 1n these totals can
be disregarded due to lnaccurate counts.

These aer la l  counts are necessary as i t  provi-d.es the obser-
ver wlth a falr idea of vel-d condltlons and game movements.
I t  shouLd be ser iously consldered to carry out a eount by
he l icop ter  so  as  to  ascer t ian  accura te ly  fo r  the  f i rs t  t lme,
preclsely how much game we have.

The results obtai-ned by the two counts are as fol_lows:
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Springbok

Gensbok
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A cc; . : - ' -  made recent ly ( t \ / tO/ l t  -  Dr.  H. Ebedeg) showeo the
f ol: ---- :\g gaae totals f or the Koabendus camD:
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Plains zebra
Mountain zebra
Gerasbok

Kudu

Steenbok

ELand
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llarthog

Rhino

Giraffe

Mountain zebra

Plains zebra
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A cou=: of  the game on Kaross, made by hel lcopter (nr.  J.
Hofruel: - f5/9/7f) gave the foll-owing results:
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Certaj .n aspects of  th ls count are astoundlng e.g,  t i re high
number of Giraffe, gemsbok and eland rcsld.ent in this camp.
I t  a lso shows the val-ue of  an hel icopter count,  especial ly
when figures obtalned from a stand,ard,tplane eount are com-
pared with these. Unfortunately such a comperison has
not been roade, but f rom exper ience galned from ear l ier
counts in this area i,t woul-d seem that counts made from
the Piper cub are highly lnaccurate (see f lgures for  rh ino,
mounta in  zebra  in  3 . l ,  ) .


