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ZWEITE ORNITHOLOGISCHE TAGUNG

Die Federzeichnung eines Urolestus mela-

nolencus von Jochen Voiges wurde ent- IN WINDHOEK
nommen dem Buch von W. Hoesch: Die

Vogelwelr Siidwestafrikas VOM 4. BIS 6. APRIL 19 7 2
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Das Gruendungsjahr der Ornithologi-
schen Arbeitsgruppe der S.W.A. Wis-
senschaftlichen Gesellschaft ist 1962:
schon nach einem Jahr trat sie mit ei-
ner grossangelegten und glaenzend

A . durchgefuehrten Tagung in Windhoek an
die Oeffentlichkeit. Die diesjaehrige Tagung soll an die Gruendunc

vor 10 Jahren erinnern. Das Frogramm sieht wie 1963 eine Ausstellung,
Vortraege und Exkursion vor.

Ueber das, was die Ausstellung bieten wird, wurde bereits in
den vorigen Ornithologischen Mitteilungen (No.5/7, 1971) berichtet;
sie ist vom 4, bis 6. April 1972 im Ausstellungsraum des Karakul~
cuchtvereins (susstellungsgelaende) zu sehen. Ab 7. April wird die
Ausstellung ohne die Sektion "Lebende Voegel'" in die Dr. Erich Liib-
bert Stiftung, John Feinertstr, Lcke Leutweinstr., verlegt, um nach

den Osterferien lkesonders Schulen Gelegenheit zur Besichtigung zu
geben. '

Das . Vorlesungsprogramm sieht folgende Referenten vor:

" H. Berry, Ornithological Officer of the Nature Conservation, Walvis
Bay. .

H. Graf zu Castell-rlidenhausen, Vorsitzender des S.W.A.=Jaeger-Voer—
eins, ' -

BE.A. Drygalla, ornithologische Arbeitsgruppe, Walvis Bay, in Ver-
bindung mit Herrn H. von Schwind.

C. Elliott, Percy Fitztatrick Institute der Universitaet Kapstadt.

br. R. Jensen, Senior Crnithological Officer, Nature Conservation,
windhoek.

WoDe Keibel, Ornithologische Arbeltsgruppe, Swakopmund., .

H. Kolberg, Sekretacr der Crnithologischen Arbeitsgruppe, windhock,

Jr. R. Sossinka, COrnithologisches Institut der Technischen Univer.-
sitaet Braunschwelqge.

H. von Schwind, Leiter der Crnithologischen Arbeitsgruppe, Swakop-
mund, in Verbindung mit Herrn LE.A. Drygalla.

Dr. J.5. wWatt, Crnithologische Arbeitsgruppe, Windhoek.

Die Themen der Vortraege, die zum Teil von Dias- oder Filmvorfuet.
rungen beglelitet sind, sind noch nicht im Einzelnen formuliert
und werden wit Zeitangabe rechtzeitig mit der Bekanntgabe des
Gesamtprogramms veroeffentlicht.

am Mittwoch, dem 5, apgril 1972 wird Herr Dr. A. Kemna aus wupper-

tal/Barmen im Vortragssaal der H.P.S. um 20,30 Uhr einén Reisebe—

richt mit Diasvorfuehrung “Zu den Voegeln im skandinavischen Nor-
den" geben.
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GRLGQAY JHCKASS PENGUIN

von Marie Philips fpr7 >r David Philip, Cape Town 19713 63 Seilten
“it reichlicher Bebilderun na; fotographien und ;elchnungen; Text in

©3lisch)

(Zine Buchanzeige)

In e¢ine Erzachlung um den Brillenpinguin “Gregory Peck™ ist senr
weschickt die Arbeltsweilse der SANCCOB (South African National Foun-
dstion for the Conservation of Ccoastal Birds) eingebaut, die sich als
#icntigste ~aufgabe dic Behandlung und Pflege Olverschmutzter See-
vth 1 gestellt gestellt hate. Das im leichten Flauderton berichtende

chlein soll sowohil dl¢ ansprechen, die sich noch e¢in weichces und
itfuehlendes Herz fucr dic notleidende Kreatur bewahrt haeken, als
Zwch neue Freunde und Helicr gpw1nnpno Fuer diesen zweck ist die
Lsehrift sehr wohl geelgnet; sle gibt aber kelneswegs elne belehrendc
zrstellung des Lebaens Uld der Lebenswelt des Pinguins. wohl aber
cenn sile auch dem strengen Wissenschaftler als Lockerungsuebung em-
riohlen werden.

Gregory Peck ist der Finguin, der durch sein Eenchmen zu einer
Cewissen Prominenz untor den SANCCOB-Deamten heranwuchss; ja, sogar
wic kapstacdter Presse berichtete von ihm. Die irt, wie sich Gregory
seines FPersoenlichkeltswertes Lewusst zu sein schien und diesen auch
zu wahren wusste, ist awllsant keschrieben. Selne wiederholte Rueck-
Lehr zur Rettungs=5Stetion, sein augenfaellig demonstricertes Jungge-
~1llendasein bis zur grossen lLiebe ist koestlich und mit viel Liebe
schildert. Mit der grossen Liebe wurde auch Gregorv Peck wieder in
«1ln geordnetes Pincuinenleben zurucckgefuehrt - und damit auch die
wahrhelt selner Persoenlichkelt geklaert, denn: "Er"™ war ein Madchen.

6]

(HoKo )

sen ersten abschnitt des Buechlelins bringen wir nachfolgend als
Leseprobe, Die Schriftleitung.)

Marie Phlllp - Chapter I - pp. 13-27

"One wintry morning, “"Gregory FPeck™, a Jackass penguin, was
sought to a suburpan hULux in Cape Town. He was not wrapped like
-~ w»aby in a blanket and abandoned on the front doorstep, but his
wrrival was almost like tnat. Though he was certainly as helpless
i miserable as any discarded infant when he was discovered at the
fate, on a sack in a cardboard box, he caused no surprise to these
rarticular householders. Wwith the same care as they have received
many similar arrivaels in the rast months they took him in. That they

Y

ot had begun with the closing of the Suez Canal and the diverting
¢f 0il tankers around the cowst of Southern Africae.

When the oil tanker Zsso Essen struck a submerged object 5
xilometres west of the Capoe Peninsula in »april 1968, 15 00C tons
w1 crude 0il were spilled into the se¢a. «» storm and a spring tide
viept the oll high up over local beaches. In some areas it covered
tae white sand in laypro of heavy black slime, fouled the rocks
#nd floated sluggishly in the rock pools. If people accustomed to
slziting and cnjoyll the beaches were horrified by the filthy mess,
tholr distress was as noc.ing to that of the seabirds which had comc
1mto contact with the oil. Thelr feathers and eves and legs smeared
cith oil, they were unable to swim or fish or fly. Almost 3 000
reablirds are known to have been affected by 0il from the Essco Essen
cnd at least two-thirds of these were penguins - the most severely

vav

wre willing and ready to accept him was a link in the chain of eveits



ffected because thuey wore unable to fly clear of the oil. Many more
ust have died at sca, znd these that were washed up and found on
e beaches were helpless to help themselves and would surely perishe

-
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This was the Cape's first experience of an o0il crisis of such
~agnitude. As more and wore birds were found on the beaches in thlic
1ppalling condition, and were transported in boxes cr on sacks in
ST tor cars or by any bossible means to join the hundreds that were
“lready belng treated by the local S P C A, the public's imaginaticn
» oL caught and, in answer to radio appeals, willing helpers of all

.5 came forward to clean end feed the birds or to donate fish.

~
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Ihis particular crisis was, in & measure, dealt with - as far

5 owas possible with the limited facilities available, and with the
rimited experience ol how best to clean the pirds without doing them
cLrther damage. The irds surviving the Esso Essen disaster were rew-
l..sed back to thce sca. Iut, as still another batch of about 200
Leitguins was brought in from Robben Island, polluted with c©il from
2 unidentificed source, it became apparent to a group of concerned
wople that there was already a chronic prcoblem of pollution of the
coastal waters. Thoere was urgent need for an organization dedicated
coecifically to treatirg, cleaning and rehabilitating searirds thot
nad been injured or polluted with oil.

The objectives of the cruanization, which was tc become the
couth African National foundaticon for the Conservation of Coastal
wxrds (3..NCCCR), were much wider than cleaning and rehabilitating.
they hoped to prevent spocies unique to Southern African coasts
¥

{ron becoming extinct (the Jackass penguiln 1s cne whose numbers are
ceclining), and to initiate resecarch to increase scientific knowled. o

v coastal bird life. EBut the immediate need was for premises to
touse the birds as thwey were brought in, and for this purpose Ernst
and ~lthea Westphal made available their home in Newlands, a suburb
of Cape Town.

Thelirs is an old-fashioned house, built at the turn of the cen-
tiury, with large rooms ana high ceilings, and standing in a spa-
cious enclosed garden - an informal and welcoming house for both
nle and penguins. And to this house in July 1968 came “Gregory

“Ck"e NoO one can ronecmboer when he first acgquired his name, and at
tre time of his arrival he was simply one of a number of what wcre
terned “inherited™ kirds - not brought to them directly from a beach
sroout of the sca ut first handled and treated elsewhere. He was a
voung pilrd, without thie black and white markings around his neck
ind head, and he vas @ aeleful, unattractive sight because although
sot badly affected Ly oil he had been mishandled. He was underweight
«nut his face was covered in coagulated fish, which had sct hard like
ylte and was very unplceasant to touch and difficult to get off. Eut

was gradually cleaned and patiently persuaded to accept belng fed

7 nand and, although hoe resisted ncervously at first, he was scon

viping down his two or threo pilchards each daye.

There was noe way out of having to hand-feed thesc penguins in
cootlvitye. Uften they arrive in an emaciated condition - an adult
sorimally welghing ebout 3 kilograms (€ or 7 pounds) may be down to
oo dittle as 1 300 grams - and they need to take food as soon as
consibles accustomed to catching a swimming fish, a penguin takes
copoanterest 1In a dead f£ish on the ground, and it should in any case
learn to become a scavenger or carrion-eater. Although it has to
persuaded to accopc dead fish, at least it is taking them whole,

. neeaq first,

To watch the faeeding is to wonder how the penguin manace to get
thie fish down at all. The worker sits down, grasping the penguin
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cirmly at the tack of 1its hcecad while holding its body with the
“niie8. The beak must e forccd open whilo the fish, after oteing

ipped in water, is pushed in, Lut the worker can force that fish
coly helfway ia; after that the bird must help! Only too often,
ﬂgth a new patient, there is an angry shake of the head and cut
omes the fish againe. The penguin has a sharp hook ~n the «nd of
~ts beak and 1t can gave a2 savage peck. The workers protect them-
:‘JVQS as best they con with strips of sticking-plaster - they
rind gloves too cluwmsy - Tut the job 1s hard on the hands, and ncods
o great deel of petience and persistence. when the fish has been
sccepted and swallowed, the fish juices that have dribbled around
th. pcnguin's head LGust bo sponged away or the bird will soon be
irn the mess that Grocgory was in when he arrived,

The more assured the worker, the easier the process is for
cveryone., Becausce thoe feceding i1s of such importance to the re-
covery of the penguins, SARCCOB has struggled to build up a kody of
rogular helpers who can ive the birds confidence by their prac—
ised competonce, The weriwrs try to achieve a calm, cuiet atmos-
ohoere at feeding—time bocause penguins tend to be flustered and
put off thelr fceod by loud voices or other disturbing nolses,

Within a few doys Grecory seemed to have settled rather well
into his new envirconinont, and he made good progress.

Because there was only one enclosed pen at this time and therce
wo6 the danger that a discase might sgread i1f the penguins were con-
rined tco much tegoether, the birds were allowed to run of the west-
shel's rambling garden, and Gregory end other convalescents potte-

I unconcern=dly up and down the paths and arcund the bushes, as
‘ten as not in the cormany of @ large salsatian and a small Calrne.
~C any chance visltor Jhey were a comical, unsuburban sight, thesc
5. lf-contained miniatire neaaweiters, with their formal black—-and-
sinlte Jackets and Llack Loots, and their short legs which caused them
incevitably to waddles

The swim was a very necessary part of the day's routine for peri-
~uins that had been clesned and were now recovering thoelr strenathe.
i preblem of h

m

100w o wrovide this without a convenient swimming-
;221 had been aOqud Ly filiing & trailer with water, and they werc
11 regularly dreopped in and hoisted out. Once or twice a week the
Jorrers packed the penguins into baskets and took them for a salt-
“ter swim at Bloubergstrand in Table Bavye

The bay sweips round from the busy dockyard areca of Cape Town
“o the blcak beach of 1noustrial Paardeneiland, then on the residen-
tral Milnerton and = long strotch of white beach and sand dunes unti
“e rocky outcrop surroviaing the small inlet of the fishing-villoge
© L 3louberg. Fecatures of tihe village are its many old fishing-cot-
Loz most now restored ond converted, and across the bay the un-
weoecelled view of Tao rountain at 1ts mest table-like behind the
coty o of Cape Towna sricy lg oa shallow rock pool with a suitable
niclosing karrier of rock, ideal for swimmdng the penguins. The
srkers had to be ready to discourage any penguins from trying to
cwetoout to the open sc

e =~ they were not yet in a fit concition for
st o= but usually the penguins were guite content to swim around
+i the pool and 5hu£ trheisedves dry on the low, flat rocks that
Lore dotted around Lncicde Lhe barricer. This was @ popular cxcursion
~r o all, probably as good ftor penguln morale as for healthe .o first
some owould ke as reluctant to Jump into the pool as any warm, dry
sthier, and would crouch o 2 rock and peer into the water as if
toying to gauge the toopereture by eye, not being able to poke an

suloratory teoe first. Those woere pecred irresclute too long usual-




iy tound themselves helped to take the plunge by a firm push from
Zohinde

Once in the water, & poenguin is a delight to watch. “hough it
woves awkwardly on land, unavle with 1ts short legs to run, and
ole to fly, this bird 1s in 1ts naturzl c¢lement in water = no
Lhiiger comical, but swiit and graceful. It can swim almost as fast
78 a shark, 1ts natursl eneny 1In water, and has an endurance that

ables 1t to strike cut as far as 100 kilometres from the coast,
“od o to live In the sea for wecks on end without returning to land.

In the trailor and the rock pool, of course, swimming was not
. serious fish-hunting nmatter but an opportunity for fun and games,
sorticularly for those that were feeling their strength returning,
“nd they rolled and dived and somersaulted. Cften, incongruously,
thhey lay on their sides, using only one flipper to swim cgidestroke.

These swims help the workers to assess whether a penguin is yet
ready for release. The all-iwmportant guestion is whether the two
pzorts of the bird's ,uturorooflng system are functioning properly
so that 1ts down and 1ts skin do not get wet in the water.

Firstly, at the buasce of the tail, there are the preen ¢lands,
which secrete the natural ¢ils. When the birds preen themselves,
they take the 0il from tine glands and spread it as they smooth theilr
plumage. A dejected or sick bird does not bother to precn <nd the
’J'FS help to encourage the convelescents to do so, while they dry
hemselves,

Secondly, there is the highly developed structure of the plu-
age 1tself. The barbules of cach feather have many little hooks,
wisgible only under a microscope (see photograph on page 45), which
cnakles the barbules toe interlock tightly with each other to form an
impinetrable protective covering over the down and skin., If cne wat-
cnes a pengulin drying iits<lf when it comes out of water, onc can sce,
55 well as all the gquivering and shaking and flipper-flapping and
nwck-stretching, that 2t puffs out its plumage and then quickly clo
2.8 the feathers tightly toegoether, squeezing out the water, which
then runs out the footao

!
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If these two dovices are not working properly, and the skin
Cen get wet, the bird will Lecome cold in the water. It will give
up trying to fish, will lcave the sea for the land, and will very
soon die, Une might €©hird: that a penguin would not mind the cold,
~ccustomed as it is to swinming for long poriods in icy water, but
thhis notion is thoe wrune way round: it can stand the cold water on-
iy buecause i1t has develaoped a natural insulation against it, likce
a2 diver's protective wocsuit. 2Zofore being allowed back to sea, cach
sengulin has to pass o thorcugh test of its plumage. . fler 1t has swu..
fur at least twenty alautes, a worker will examine its feathers very
refully, ruffling thoem backwards layer by layer to check whether
z down underncath is 1luffy and dry. If 1t is at all matted or damp,
bird must convalcsce a little longer,

In due course it was declided that Cregery was fit and fat cnoug:

o return to sea. His “hoic nunber”, on the red plastic rings attach.d
£t cach flipper when he was first admitted, was replaced by a nuin-
cored metal ring i-sucd by the Department of Fisheries and, with se-
v.ral other penguins in i1t condition, Number 640 was transported to
‘1toubergstrand and set down on the open beach., They filed off togethor
into the water wilthout ceromony or delay, and swam away, lcaving thoir

nporary guardians wit:: a happy scnse of achievement, and a hope
Lot these birds would safcly find their way back to their own is-
lgnds and colonies.




