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About the Namibia Bird Club 
The Namibia Bird Club was founded in 1962 and has been active since then. The 
club’s mission is to contribute to Namibian ornithology by, amongst other things, 
arranging regular birding outings, conducting bird ringing and atlasing 
excursions and educating the public about the value of birds. To achieve this, we 
organize monthly visits to interesting birding sites around Windhoek as well as 
regular visits to Avis Dam and the Gammams Sewage Works and occasional 
weekend trips further afield. Bird club members also participate in the African 
Waterbird Census twice a year. 

Experienced birders are more than happy to help beginners and novices on these 
outings. If you have a transport problem or would like to share transport please 
contact a committee member. Depending on the availability of speakers and 
suitable material we present occasional lecture or video evenings at the Namibia 
Scientific Society premises. Members receive a digital newsletter, Namibia Bird 
News, which includes a programme of forthcoming events and the Bird Club 
journal, Lanioturdus. 

The Namibia Bird Club is not affiliated to any global or regional organization and 
relies entirely on members’ subscriptions and donations to fund its activities. 

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Namibia Bird Club or its committee. 

Instructions to Authors 

Lanioturdus is a journal dedicated to birds and birding. Although the journal’s 
primary focus is on Namibia, articles from other geographical parts of the globe 
will also be considered for publication. Authors should use common and scientific 
names of southern African birds as published in Roberts’ VII. For other regions, 
English and scientific names following BirdLife International’s species list 
(http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species) should be used. Text should be 
submitted as a MS Word document. Photos, maps and figures should be sent as 
separate jpeg images, graphs as MS Excel charts or jpeg images and tables as MS 
Word or Excel documents. Please indicate in the article text where these should 
be placed. 
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Editorial 
Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

Fifty and counting! Indeed, your 
journal is into its 50th volume and as 
you will have noticed, we have 
decided to celebrate by giving it a new 
look. 

This issue’s cover page is the front 
page of the first ever Lanioturdus, 
then, of course, still known as the 

Mitteilungen. It was roneoed on 
foolscap paper and posted to 
members – how things have changed 
since! 

I am hoping to continue to provide 
our members with a high quality 
publication throughout this 
anniversary year and beyond. This, of 
course, depends on you sending me 
contributions and I am very grateful 
to the two stalwarts Eckart and Neil 
for providing me with enough 
material to keep going. You do not 
need to be a Shakespeare, Goethe or 
Pierneef to contribute. A simple 
photographic essay, like Tony’s in 
this issue (admittedly with wow! 
photographs), will do. 

There are so many interesting things 
going on that not many people know 
about. Like the nest box study 
mentioned by Jessica in her article. 
Never mind the scientific part of it 
(which has been reported in this 
journal), but so many other 
interesting things have been observed 
during that study which should be 
recorded and published. 

How many people have observed 
Village Indigobirds in their Windhoek 
gardens? What about Okahandja or 
Otjiwarongo? Remember, if you talk 
about it, it is a story, if you write it 
down, its history! 

Your contributions will not only keep 
this journal going but also contribute 
to the knowledge base of ornithology 
in Namibia and southern Africa and 
ultimately that is what it’s all about. 
Or not? 

Keep birding! 
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Goshawk and Lions 
Tony Edmunds 

tony@pointbreak.com.na 
All photographs in this article are © Tony Edmunds 

 

 
 

Early morning, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. Two playful lions at a waterhole, 
one of them tries to catch a small bird. 

 

 
 

The other one pounces on a juvenile goshawk. 
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The bird tries to escape. 
 

 
 

But it is too late! 
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The other lion wants to have a share. 
 

 
 

A tug-of-war ensues. 
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The winner takes it all! 
 

 
 

Lions escaping the heat by sleeping in the waterhole. Other ‘customers’ have to 
be patient. 
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