





sacral region, indicating that at leas! this number had this
region preserved. Haughton placed the taxon as Late
Cretaceous to Early Tertiary. Estes (1977) revised
Haughton s description, added tadpoles, and, on the basis
of botanical evidence suggested a younger age. Scholtz
{1985) suggested an age similar to that proposed by
Haughton, quoting radiometric dates from associated
kimberlite pipes of 60 to 70 million years, which bridges
the Cretaceous-Tertiary transition.

Specimens from another crater lake, on the farm Stompoor
in the northern Cape, were identified as pipids when first
documented (van Dijk 1985) and referred to Eoxenopoides
reuningi by Smith (1986), who obtained two further
specimens from new boreholes. The material first ob-
tained represented twelve adult animals, two being repre-
sented only by moulds, and one tadpole. The bones were
mostly in place but fragmented. The best specimen was
one in the possession of a prospector and available only
for photography. colour photographs of partand counter-
part having been made. The apparent absence of marked
expansion forward of the lateral edges of the sacral
diapophyses in most of the specimens, besides other
features, suggested that inclusion in Eoxenopoides
reuningi was provisionally not warranted. The illustra-
tion in Smith is of a specimen with slight expansion of the
sacral diapophyses visible posteriorly, but not markedly
anteriorly.

DISCUSSION

OF the fossil Anura from sites in Southern Africa, only
Eoxenopoides reuningihas been adequately studied. This
is in part due to the paucity or poor quality of material
from the other sites, but also apparently through lack of
interest in Anura where mammals, including humans, are
the primary interest. A difficulty peculiarto fossils. is that
literature relevant because it gives information on the age
or palacoenvironment of sites, might not mention the
group of interest, in this case Anura, and so might not be
noticed. Articles on fossils of other regions might also be
of interest, for instance South American pipid fossils (van
Dijk 1994), with the problem that a significant article
primarily about South American fossils may be over-
looked, e.g. Baez (1983); also Baez & Gasparini (1977),
Estes (1975a and b), Estes & Reig (1973), and others. A
collection of literature on African Anura has been made
{circa 9000 items) which is accessible through computer-
searches, has been used in the present compilation, and
has the potential for use in other fields. To illustrate its use
in palacontology: a search for estimates of the age of the
Kleinsee site would indicate Hendey (1970) on
Langebaanweg, even had there been no reference to
Anura in that work. Similarly forward-looking is the
inclusion in the data-base of abstracts, and even papers
presented in title only, if there is known to be work going
on which has yielded, or might yield. anuran fossils or
dates (e.g. Pickford & Senut 1994; Senut er al. 1994).
Compilation of the dara-base and the computer search
facility is ongoing.
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