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PREFACE

"Trees not only provide wood and non-wood products but also provide numerous environmental goods and

services such as the conservation of biological diversity and mitigation of climate change, and they have a key

role in alleviating poverty and improving food security." Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

Forests and Woodlands of Namibia is about
trees and shrubs, the organisms that help to
shape and enrich the environment and pro-
vide much value to the country.

Seen separately, the organisms are trees or
shrubs, but collectively they form habitats
known as forests, woodlands, savannas or
shrublands. In turn, habitats are areas that
provide people, livestock and other animals
with resources which contribute greatly to
their livelihoods.

One role of this book is to illustrate the
major processes that cause Namibian wood-
land habitats to be the way they are. The
book also describes the many ways in which

woody plants are used, and the ways we hope

to manage and conserve woody habitats.

The idea of woodlands — especially forests
— in Namibia may seem odd to many people,
particularly those who live in the more arid
southern regions where there are few trees. It
may also seem peculiar to people who know
the splendour of tall tropical forests in Africa,
central America or Asia, or to those who have
enjoyed the vast expanses of boreal forests in the
temperate regions of the northern hemisphere.
But, as this book will show, Namibia has forests
and woodlands that are every bit as important
as those much bigger wooded habitats. Their
importance lies in the goods and services they
provide in a local context for Namibia itself.
In a country that is generally arid, the value
of each individual tree is relatively greater than

in a wetter, more wooded environment. As
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perennial plants in dry areas, trees are more
buffered against drought and fire than other
plants. Their resource values are thus more
dependable. Trees in Namibia provide wood
and non-timber forest products to hundreds of
thousands of people, and they support the lives
and existence of browsing mammals, other ver-
tebrate animals and countless species of insects
and other invertebrates. If these statements
seem abstract, a more powerful way to think
of the value of trees is to visualize what would
happen if they were removed from a landscape.
Among many losses, there would be no shade,
browsing animals would be gone, most birds
would lack places to nest and roost, firewood
would have to be collected elsewhere, and the

scenery would be much bleaker.




Think of these and other impacts, and the
value of each tree becomes clear. But too few
of us care to think enough. Day in and day
out, we take indigenous trees, woodlands and
forests for granted. Few of us bother about
bush fires killing trees or the clearing of trees
for crops. When a tributary is dammed little
thought is given to the effects on riverine
trees downstream. And ideas that trees might
provide essential medicines in the future or
help reduce the effects of global warming are
unknown or remote to most people.

However, all these issues and potentials are
real and vital, important enough to concern
all Namibians, and it is for this audience
that this book is intended. Woodlands pro-
vide Namibians with habitats to live in and
resources to live by, and the significance of
these habitats must be recognised, valued,
and celebrated. One simple goal of this book
is thus to uplift the profile of forests and
woodlands in Namibia. Another is to bring
together information on woodlands and for-
ests as reference material for students, teach-
ers, policy and decision makers, agricultural-
ists, planners, development specialists, public

servants, and the general public. That infor-

mation should help to guide the decisions,

policies and endeavours that are required if
forests and woodlands are to continue provid-
ing the goods and services on which this and
future generations depend.

Forests and Woodlands of Namibia was com-
missioned by the Directorate of Forestry
through the Namibia-Finland Forestry
Programme. At the time of commission-
ing, the Directorate was in the Ministry of
Environment and Tourism but it was moved
to the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and
Forestry as the book was being completed.
The publication of the book marks the end of
Finland’s direct technical and financial support
to the forestry sector. Namibia is grateful for
this support, which started in 1991 and con-
tinued over the past 14 years. A great number
of people provided information and ideas for
the book, and we are specially grateful to Jon
Barnes, Barbara Curtis, Antti Erkkild, Joseph
Hailwa, Stig Johansson, Risto Laamanen,
Pauline Lindeque, Ester Lusepani Kamwi,
Celia Mendelsohn, Tuulikki Parviainen, Mary
Seely, Sem Shikongo and Peter Tarr.

Other contributions were kindly provid-
ed by Simon Angombe, Ben Bennett, Antje
Burke, Central Bureau of Statistics, Moses
Chakanga, Dave Cole, Andrew Corbett, Pat

Craven, Tony Cunningham, Diane Davies,
Nico de Klerk, Helge Denker, NP du
Plessis, Pierre du Plessis, Antje Eggers, Klaus
Endresen, Bjérn Finne, Peter Frost, Coert
Geldenhuys, Patrick Graz, Joh Henschel, Luise
Hoffmann, Caren Jakubaschk, Brian Jones,
Vesa Kaarakka, Kahijoro Kahuure, Ndapanda
Kanine, Johan Le Roux, Malan Lindeque,
Cyril Lombard, Vincent Louw, Michel Mallet,
Coleen Mannheimer, Ralph Meyer, Ministry
of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, Ministry of
Environment and Tourism, Petra Moser, Simon
Mutabazi, Felix Muyoba, Jonas Mwiikinghi,
Namibia Scientific Society, National Archives
of Namibia, Esa Puustjirvi, Peter Reiner, Carole
Roberts, David Roy, Tapani Ruotsalainen, Bob
Scholes, Wikus Scholtz, Denis Sikabongo,
Nico Smit, Rolf Sprung, Carol Steenkamp, Ben
Strobach, Ahmed Talha, Kobus Theron, Mark
Thompson, Simon Trigg and Alex Verlinden.
Our sincere thanks to all these people and

organizations.

The value of trees (left) becomes starkly clear once
they are gone (right). It is easy to remove trees, but
putting them back to restore the value of a wooded

habitat is much harder.
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