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Ethiopia: Yilma Abebe will provide flamingo census numbers for the past five years in Ethiopia, hopefully this next week.
Uganda:  Achilles Byaruhanga, Nature Uganda reported in November 2003 that, although approximately 10,000 Lesser Flamingos had regularly been recorded on the saline craters in the western Rift Valley, only a very few were recorded in their July 2003 census (in litt. November 2003). The situation was similar in 2005. 
Kenya: The January AfWC counts of Lesser Flamingos in Kenya declined 75% between 2003 and 2004, and have continued at the lower level in 2005 (See accompanying spread sheet). From 2001 through 2003, the mean number of Lesser Flamingos counted at the key lakes in Kenya in January was approximately 1,130,000, with a range from 1,052,583 to 1,173,242. However, in 2004 and 2005, the mean number of Lesser Flamingos on the same key lakes in January has been only about 285,000 (See accompanying spread sheet). The only key flamingo lake not included in the surveys was Lake Logipi in northern Kenya.

During these same periods, the numbers of Greater Flamingos declined from about 21,000 in 2001 to only 4,850 in 2003 before recovering to 43,275 in 2005 (See accompanying spread sheet).

The decline in the number of Lesser Flamingos on Kenyan lakes appears to have begun in the first half of 2003, as the July 2003 count on Lake Nakuru, the only Kenyan lake surveyed in July in most years, was down 62.5 % from 739,177 in July 2002 to 277,236 in July 2003. There have been other more frequent counts on individual lakes in Kenya (e.g. Bogoria, Nakuru and Elmenteita), and the authors may wish to contribute the results of these to this discussion if they think they add a different perspective than that provided by the annual January AfWC counts. 
Tanzania: 
There have been two coordinated January counts in Tanzania, in 2002 and 2005. Both counts used aerial surveys extensively, resulting in an inability to distinguish between the species. These surveys included all of the key Flamingo sites (Childress et al. 2005 in press) plus 8-9 smaller sites. The total number of flamingos in these two surveys was virtually the same in both years (634,440 in 2002 and 614,027 in 2005). If a ration of 50 Lessers to every Greater, the mean species numbers would be approximately 611,500 Lessers and 12,500 Greaters.
India: Large breeding populations of Greater and Lesser Flamingos (500,000 - 1,000,000 birds of combined species) have been recorded in the Ranns (Great and Little) of Kachchh in Gujarat State in northwestern India for at least 60 years (Parasharya and Tere, 2005). The birds have a well-established breeding location (commonly known as “Flamingo City”) and census numbers are highest there during the breeding season (October). This perhaps indicates that in non-breeding periods (e.g. January in India), the birds are dispersed on smaller wetlands around the Ranns, the Gulf of Khambhat and other coastal sites of Gujarat state, as well as in other states of India, making them more difficult to census, but that they tend to congregate at “Flamingo City” during breeding in October. 

In January 2003, counts in Gujarat State were 42,723 Greaters and 388,198 Lessers (Jadhav and Parasharya 2004), while in October 2003, the counts were 173,130 Greaters and 665,920 Lessers (Parasharya and Tere 2005).
 
Because of the long-term existence in India of such large breeding populations of flamingos (perhaps ~ 20% Greaters and ~ 80% Lessers, based on the ratios recorded in 2003), and the lack of counts in 2001 or 2002, prior to the large decline in East Africa, it is impossible to know whether the 900,000 Lesser Flamingos “missing” from Kenya moved to India in 2003 or not. However, it seems unlikely, as the numbers of breeding birds counted at the main breeding location in 2003 were well below this number, and within the historical range for breeding at this site. Based on the satellite tracking of seven Kenyan Lesser Flamingos for over two years (2003-2004; Childress et al. In press), there is no indication that there is any connection between the two populations, at least as far as these few birds were concerned. None of the tracked birds ventured further north than Lake Logipi in northern Kenya, or further south than Bahi Swamp in central Tanzania.
South Africa: Based on coordinated counts from April 1999 by Mark Anderson (SA), Graham McCulloch (Botswana) Rob Simmons (Namibia), it is believed that the resident populations of southern Africa are between 50,000 and 60,000 Greaters and about 50,000 Lessers (Simmons, 2005 in prep.). These populations increase during good breeding years; 80,000 breeding pairs of Lessers were counted in 2000 (a record), 85,444 individual Lessers were counted at Sua Pan in March 2005, along with 27,631 Greaters (Graham McCulloch, in litt.). Breeding numbers at Sua Pan may be increased by birds from Angola and Mozambique in good breeding years. (Graham in litt)

Due to severe drought conditions, there was no flamingo breeding at Sua Pan in Botswana in either the 2001-02 or the 2002-03 breeding seasons (November – March; Graham McCulloch in litt.).Again in 2003-04, conditions for breeding at Sua Pan were poor, with the result that breeding was limited to 5,210 pairs of Lessers and 6,700 pairs of Greaters, with very few surviving chicks. Certainly no large numbers of East African flamingos would have been tempted south by these conditions. In 2004-05, flamingo breeding at Sua Pan was more successful, with 35,000 pairs of Lessers spotted breeding via aerial survey, but not sufficient numbers to account for the “missing flamingos in east Africa.

There was little or no breeding at Etosha Pan in Namibia in the 2002-03 breeding season. Breeding resumed in the 2003-04 season
References:
	Childress, B., Hughes, B., Harper, D., Van den Bossche, W., Berthold, P. & Querner, U. In press 2005. Satellite tracking reveals the East African flyway and key site network of the Lesser Flamingo (Phoeniconaias minor). Proceedings of the Waterbirds Around the World Conference. Edinburgh.

Jadhav, A. & Parasharya, B.M. 2004. Counts of Flamingos at Some Sites in Gujarat State, India. Waterbirds 27: 141-146.



	Parasharya, B.M. & Tere, A. 2005 Unpublished. Population Estimates of Flamingos in India, 1945 - 2003.


Simmons RE 2005 (In prep.) In: Roberts Birds of Southern Africa, 7th ed. Hockey PAR, Dean WRJ, Ryan PG, Maree S. (eds) Black Eagle Publishing, Cape Town.

