
 
 

 

Environmental Information Service, Namibia for the Ministry of Environment, 

Forestry and Tourism, the Namibian Chamber of Environment and the Namibia 

University of Science and Technology. 

The Namibian Journal of Environment (NJE) covers broad environmental areas of ecology, agriculture, forestry, 

agro-forestry, social science, economics, water and energy, climate change, planning, land use, pollution, 

strategic and environmental assessments and related fields. The journal addresses the sustainable development 

agenda of the country in its broadest context. It publishes four categories of articles: Section A: Research 

articles. High quality peer-reviewed papers in basic and applied research, conforming to accepted scientific 

paper format and standards, and based on primary research findings, including testing of hypotheses and 

taxonomical revisions. Section B: Research reports. High quality peer-reviewed papers, generally shorter or 

less formal than Section A, including short notes, field observations, syntheses and reviews, scientific 

documentation and checklists. Section C: Open articles. Contributions not based on formal research results but 

nevertheless pertinent to Namibian environmental science, including opinion pieces, discussion papers, meta-

data publications, non-ephemeral announcements, book reviews, correspondence, corrigenda and similar. 

Section D: Monographs and memoirs. Peer-reviewed monographic contributions and comprehensive subject 

treatments (> 100 pages), including collections of related shorter papers like conference proceedings. 

NJE aims to create a platform for scientists, planners, developers, managers and everyone involved in promoting 

Namibia’s sustainable development. An Editorial Committee ensures that a high standard is maintained. 

ISSN: 2026-8327 (online). Articles in this journal are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non

Commercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 License. 

 

Chief Editor: K STRATFORD 

Editor for this paper: J MENDELSOHN 

 

 

 

SECTION C: OPEN ARTICLES 

Recommended citation format: 

Swanepoel W, Becker RW & De Cauwer V (2022) First records for 

Namibia of Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius subsp. 

beattyi. Namibian Journal of Environment 6 C: 10-13 

 

 
 
Cover photo: AB Makhado 

 



Namibian Journal of Environment 2022 Vol 6. Section C: 10-13 

 

10 

 

First records for Namibia of Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius subsp. 
beattyi 

W Swanepoel1,2, RW Becker1, V De Cauwer1 

URL: https://www.nje.org.na/index.php/nje/article/view/volume6-swanepoel 

Published online: 2nd September 2022 

1 Biodiversity Research Centre, Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources Sciences, Namibia University of Science 
and Technology, Windhoek, Namibia. 

2 Independent Researcher, PO Box 21168, Windhoek, Namibia. wessel@kaokosafari.com 

Date received: 13th August 2022; Date accepted: 28th August 2022. 

Abstract 

The presence in Namibia along the Kunene River and border of Angola of the beattyi subspecies of Ploceus intermedius (Lesser Masked 

Weaver) is reported for the first time. Observations suggested that beattyi probably grades into birds of the cabanisii subspecies from 

Epupa Falls and further upstream along the Kunene River, while typical cabanisii occurs south of the Kunene River. 
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In January 2020, the Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUST) arranged a biodiversity survey of the 

Namibian side of the Kunene River mouth and upstream to about 15 km inland. The riverine vegetation upstream from 

the mouth consists of Phragmites reeds with woody shrubs, trees and climbers, and annual herbs as undergrowth. The 

river valley is rocky and narrow with the steep slopes mostly covered with sand from the adjacent sand sea located to the 

south. 

 

A significant result of the avifauna survey was the first record for Namibia of the beattyi subspecies of Lesser Masked 

Weaver Ploceus intermedius. This species occurs from eastern Africa south to northern South Africa and west to Botswana, 

Namibia and western Angola. In Namibia, it occurs locally from central to northern Namibia, including the Zambezi 

Region. In north-western Namibia, the weavers inhabit riverine vegetation along the major ephemeral rivers and the 

perennial Kunene River. Since the first Southern African Bird Atlas Project (SABAP1; Harrison et al. 1997) the species has 

expanded its range to reach the coast where the birds have been recorded in Swakopmund and Henties Bay (SABAP2 

data & W. Swanepoel [pers. obs.])  

 

Three subspecies are currently recognised (Oschadleus 2004, 2005):   

• Ploceus intermedius intermedius from Ethiopia and Somalia to central Tanzania. Breeding males have the black 

forehead and forecrown merging with the dark brown hind crown; nape and sides of neck are golden yellow 

tinged brown; lower breast, belly and flanks bright yellow, upper breast washed brown.  

• P. i. cabanisii from coastal Tanzania southwards to southern Africa, including Namibia and the interior of 

southern Angola.  Breeding males differ from nominate intermedius in having the hind crown and breast brighter 

yellow, less washed with saffron. 

• P. i. beattyi from western Angola, north of Benguela. Breeding males differ from nominate intermedius in that 

the chestnut wash on the hind crown is darker, extending over the hind neck; the chestnut wash on the breast is 

also darker, extending over the flanks. The chestnut wash around the mask is conspicuous (Oschadleus pers. 

com.). 

 

On 29 January 2020 two male Lesser Masked Weavers were seen and photographed some 11 km upstream of the Kunene 

River’s mouth. Their foreheads and forecrowns were black, the bills black, the eyes bluish white, and the bellies yellow – 

all features of the Lesser Masked Weaver. However, these birds differed from Lesser Masked Weavers normally seen in 

Namibia which belong to subsp. cabanisii (Figure 1) in that the Kunene birds had a chestnut wash around the black mask, 

the hind crown was chestnut, extending over the hindneck, and the breast had a chestnut wash which extended over the 

flanks – perfectly matching the description of beattyi from coastal Angola. Images of the birds (Figure 2) were sent to 

Dieter Oschadleus from SAFRING in South Africa, who confirmed the identity of the birds as indeed being Ploceus 

intermedius beattyi (Oschadleus pers. com.). 

 

The finding of Ploceus intermedius beattyi prompted us to have a careful look at other Lesser Masked Weavers along the 

Kunene River and north-western Namibia. Breeding colonies were subsequently found further inland along the Kunene 

River at Otjinhungwa (September 2020 and April 2021) (Figure 3) and at Epupa Falls (September 2020) (Figure 4), 

indicating that the subspecies probably occurs all along the Kunene River, possibly as far as Ruacana (Figure 5).  Breeding 

males from Otjinhungwa had the same features as the birds from the Kunene River mouth area although with less 
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pronounced chestnut colouration. Birds from Epupa lacked the chestnut wash over the flanks although some individuals 

still had the chestnut wash around the mask as in beattyi.  Unlike the breeding males from these colonies, breeding males 

(March 2020) from the Galton Gate at Otjovasando in the Etosha National Park (200 km to the south of the Kunene River) 

(Figure 1b), had little if any chestnut wash on the hind crown or chest. This indicates that the birds at Otjovasando belong 

to cabanisii and might mix with birds from Epupa (and probably further upstream). 

  

Figure 1: Ploceus intermedius cabanisii. Note pure yellow underparts and lack of chestnut wash around mask. a) Henties Bay, January 

2018. b) Otjovasando (Galton Gate), Etosha National Park, March 2020. Photographs: W. Swanepoel. 

  

Figure 2: Ploceus intermedius beattyi. a) Note chestnut wash over breast, extending to flanks. b) Note chestnut wash on the hind crown, 

extending over hind neck. Kunene River Mouth, January 2020. Photographs: W. Swanepoel. 

a b 

a b 
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Figure 3: Ploceus intermedius beattyi. Variation in extent of chestnut on crown, nape and flanks. a) Bird well-washed with chestnut (early 

morning light caused the effect of an orange filter). b) Bird with  less pronounced chestnut wash. Otjinhungwa, Kunene River, September 2020. 

Photographs: W. Swanepoel. 

  

Figure 4: Ploceus intermedius intermediate between beattyi and cabanisii. a) Bird nearer to subsp. cabanisii; note the narrow chestnut wash 

around the mask b) Bird nearer to subsp. beattyi; note the faint chestnut wash around mask and over breast; chestnut over flanks is lacking. 

Epupa Falls, September 2020. Photographs: W. Swanepoel. 

a b 

a b 
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Figure 5: The distribution of Lesser Masked Weaver in Namibia and the location of records of subspecies described here. 
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