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English and scientific names Count areas Total
1 2 3 4 Notes and News
Bank Cormorant Phalacrocoraxneglectus 5 4 137 0 146 - -
Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 1 2 20 0 23 Bemerkunge” e M’tte'lu”gen
Crowned Cormorant Phalacrocorax
coronatus 17 0 53 0 70
Grey Heron Ardea cinereus 1 0 1 0 2

THE FEEDING PATTERN OF SOME BIRDS IN A SUIDERHOF
Black Oystercatcher Haematopus

GARDEN
mogquint 96 68 74 5 243 During November and December 1986 1 established that
Whitefronted Plover Charadrius some of the common Windhoek birds (mostly seed-eaters) followed
“marginatus 26 14 23 0 63 a fairly consistent pattern of arrival and feeding at the feeding
—_— site in my garden in Suiderhof. Food is set out once-daily, usually
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 18 0 48 63 129

in the afternoon.

Very little activity takes place until about 17h30, when the
) — first birds to arrive are the Blackthroated Canaries Serinus atrogu-
Swift Tern Sterna bergii 0 5 64 0 69 laris. Within a few minutes the first

Hartlaub's Gull Larus hartlaubii 0 0 4 0 4

Laughing Doves Streptopelia
Damara Tern Sterna balaenarum 0 0 6+ 0 6+ senegalensis arrive, but continue to come and go throughout the
) - Teeding 'session'. The doves are usually followed closely by small
Total: resident species 174 93 462 68 797 numbers of Paradise and Shafttailed Whydas Vidua paradisea and
V. regia. Minutes later House Sparrows Passer domesticus (in
Table 2(II) varying numbers) and the first few Chesinut Weavers Ploceus
abie . : . rubiginosus arrive. By 17h45 the main group of Chestnut Weavers
Palaearctic migrant species arrives, at which stage the Blackthroated Canaries leave. Lastly,
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 10 0 38 2 50 a few Redbilled Queleas Quelea quelea arrive. Two or three White-
. 117 0 167 backed Mousebirds Colius colius usually arrive during the feeding
Turnstone Arenaria interpres H ? session, but avoid the 'rabble” and feed on the 'dubbeltjie' (Morgen-
Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 1 0 2 0 3 stern) plants in the garden.
. . . Although the timing of arrival varies from day to da
4 0 11 . .  arrival y Y,
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 7 0 there is usually very little variation in the sequence of species
Sanderling Calidris alba 4 0 26 0 30 arriving to feed.
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 1 0 0 0 1 SUZANN MALLET-VEALE, P.O. Box 3787, Windhoek, 9000
Bartailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 1 0 0 0 1 " - . —

. . HAGAR the Horrible ® By Dik Browne
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 5 0 4 0 9 ' ‘ ‘ ‘
Common Tern Sterna hirundo o 0 40 4 STOP LOOKING AT ME L " THAT OUCK TAKES -\ . -

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 0 1 0O 0 1 TS NOT ONE OF YOURS /: ' A‘;’LOEHEEGF%';?UT T\‘ ’
Total : Palaearctic migrants 70 10 195 2 277
Grand total number of birds 244 103 657 70 1,074
Count areas are: 1) Liuderitz - near Danger Rocks; 2) Flamingo
Island; 3) Aurus to Wreck Point; and 4) Spencer Bay.
..... 000000000000000.....




