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POST-SYMPOSfL ' i " iEXCI IRSION TO N, ' ! l rB  , rND THE COAST 26-28 SEPTEMBER 1,9?3

R"  Ao  C"  Jensen

Ear ly  the morning fo l lowing the second day of  pat r  , rs  at  the Har-
dap  o rn i t ho log i ca l  sympos ium,  then ty  de lega tes  c l imbed  in to  a
bus for  the post -symposium three-day excurs ion"  i r i ie  were fo l lowed
by  two  o the r  de lega tes  and  fam i l i es  i n  two  o the r  ca rs "  However ,
we lost  hhese "hangers-on"  when our  bus developed two punctures-
fo r tuna te l y  w i th in  " c i " - i l i za t i on i l  i n  t he  bus t l i ng  quas ime t ropo l i s
o f  l , i a l t ahoehe"  Hav ing  rap id l y  exhaus ted  the  b i rd -wa tch ing  poss i -
b i l i t i es ,  t he  shopp ing  -poss i l i l i t i es  and  mos t  : t he r  poss ib i l i t i es
in  Ma l tahoehe ,  ou r  g roup  descended  to  the  ho te l  and  wou ld  have
doub t less  rap id l y  exhaus ted  the i r  s tocks  too ,  had  the  bus  no t
a r r j - ved  sho r t l y  t he rea f te r "

B i rds  were  ra the r  sca rce  a long  the  rou te  un t i l  we  s topped  fo r
l unch  i n  BuB. l spoo r t ,  t he  pass  th rough  the  Nauk lu f t  Moun ta ins "
Cond i t i ons  were  ve ry  d ry  he re  o f  cou rse ,  bu t  desp i te  the  hea t
severa l  members of  the group p lunged for thwi th  in to the scrub and
were  rewarded  va r ious l y  w i th  ' t sou th  i r es t  Spec ia l s ' r  l i ke  Mon te i ro rs
Hornb i11 ,  Rosy faced  Loveb i - rd  und  v rh i t e - ta i l ed  Shr i ke .  Eve rybody
admi red  two  p roud  b lack  Eag les  s i t t i ng  l i ke  sen t i ne l s  on  the  Moun-
ta i n  t op  j us t  wes t  o : .  ou r  p i cn i c  spo t "

On  the  p la ins  wes t  o f  t he  esca rpmen t ,  where  the  rap id  desc rease
in  p rec ip i t a t i on  (abou t  150  mm per  yea r )  changes  the  vege ta t j . on
d ras t i ca r l y r  ou r  f i r s t  Rueppe l l ' s  Ko r i raans  came in  v j -ew  o  I r r€

s topped  sho r t l y  a t  t he  Ku iseb  Canyon ,  bu t  i n  v iew  o f  ou r  ea r l i e r
de lay r  pushed  on  a lmos t  immed ia te l y  t owards  Ganab  in  the  vas t
(  5  000  s+ ra re  m i - l es )  \ l am ib  Deser t  Pa rk "

Here the p la ins receive ab ' .u t  70 mm of  ra j -n  year ly  on average,  but
t he  f a l l s  a re  v€ ry  pa t chy . l nd  t he  resu l t i ng  g rass  a l so "  He rds  o f
ost r ich,  spr ingbok and gemsbok were seen,  increasing j -n  numbers
towards  Ganab ,  a  w ide  wad i  o r  omuramba  w i th  l a rge  came l tho rn  t rees ,
where a borehole wi th  windpump prov ides water  for  the game" A
qui -ck walk  i -n  the wadi  prov ided v ievrs of  gemsbok as wel l  as Lanner
Fa lcon  and  seve ra l  common dese r t  b i rds "  I n to  the  sunse t  we  p ressed
on  towards  Vva lv i s  Bay ,  pass ing  g roups  o f  an te lope  and  f l ocks  o f
os t r i ches  and  l a rks  i n  a  g rassy  a rea  where  good  showers  had  fa l l en
the  p rev ious  yea ro  AS da rkness  fe l l  we  reached  the  t ru l y  a r i d
Namib ,  where  ra in fa l l l  ave rages  be low  50  mm a  yea r "
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The  nex t  day ,  Hugh  Ee r r y ,  ou r  D i v i s i on rs  coas ta l  o rn i t ho log i s t ,
t ook  cha rge  o f  t he  ma jn  g roup ,  v i s i - t i ng  spo ts  a long  the  coas t  t o
obse rve  sea -b i rds  and  waders "  I  t ook  a  few  o rn i t ho log i - s t s  i n land
fo r  a  fu r the r  l ook  a t  dese r t  b i rds  and  o the r  f auna  und  f l o rao  On
Fr j -day,  hav ing moved to a Sr ,vakopmund Hote l  the prev ious evening,
we drove out  to  the Swakopmr:nd Sal t  u ,orks where l t { r "  K le in ,  the
owner ,  had  g j - ven  us  spec ia l  pe . r rn i ss ion  to  en te r .  Our  v i s i t o rs  r ve re

t remendously  impressed by the enormous numbers of  cormorants on
the  guano  i s l ands  and  p la t fo rm wh ich  a re  s t r i c t l y  p ro tec ted  by
Mr "  K le i n

Re tu rn ing  v ia  the  S rn rakopmund  sewage  v ;o rks ,  ou t :  ca r l o ;d  was  p r i -
v i l eged  t o  s tumb le  on  t he  o rn i t ho l cg i ca l  h i gh l i gh t  o f  t he  who le
exc r r r s ion ,  a  B road -b i1 led  Snndp ipe r  L , : - I i go_ l_q  fa l c ine l l u5  i n
b reed ing  p lumage  a t  a  sma11  puc ld le .  Pandemon ium ensued  as  d ' r i - ve r
and  passengers  ba t t l ed  fo r  pos i t i ons  and  dozens  o f  pho tog raph ic
sa l vos  v te re  f i r ed  by  ba t t e r i es  o f  q l ass -eyed  t e l epho to  r f cannons f ro

Dur ing  the  who le " .n ! ;< - l e -m€ f l t "  wh . i ch  compared  i n  i n tensJ - t y  i f  no t
scope  w i th  those  l a te r  dese r t  ba t t l es  to  the  no r th ,  t he  sandp ipe r
ca lm ly  wen t  abou t  1 ' t - - '  b r . r s iness  10 -15  ree t res  away"  The  message  was
passed  on  to  those  a l ready  back  a t  t he  ho te l  and  a  second  g roup
o f  " re in fo rcemen ts "  rushed  ou t  t o  g i v , :  i he  b i rd  a  fu . r t he r  op t i ca l
and  pho tog rap ic  "pound lng  "  "  Soo i :  t he rea f  t e r ,  we l l  sa t i s f  i - ed  i f
somewhat  weary,  the groLlp en,ba;kec fc : . '  VJ inc jhoek where they
a r r i ved  sa fe ty  i n  t ime  fo r  a  l - a te  d inne ro
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T h e s e  n o t e s  c o n c e r n  s o m € j  o f  t h e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i r r g  a i l d  a t t r a c t i v e
b i r d s  s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  s i x  m o n t h s ,  j n  o r  n e a r  i r ; i - n d h o e k  f o u r
i n t e r e s t i n g  z o i ) e s  w e l . l -  w o r ' L h  r e g u i a r  v i s i t s i  L v i s  D a m  ( n a s t ) ;

D a a n  V i l  j o e n  (  L  e s t )  ;  t ' . u n i c i p a l  S e w a g e  :  r : r k s  r  i n c l u , J i n g  n e r r b y
s c r u b  f  l a ' : s  a n d  d r y  ; : ' i v e r i n e  ( t r i t r  L h - r , , e s  t )  I  E r o s -  f  r o m  u , i r e l e s s
H i l l  t o  t h e  i t i - . , - i - n g  S c h o o i ,  r n c l - r . r d i - n g  h l l l s i d e s  a n d  d r y  r i v e r i n e
( N o r t h  E a s t )  "  T I r e  n o t e s  a - r e  j - n f o r - n a - i  a n d  d o  r o t  f o l l o w  a n y  p a r -

t i c u l a r  s y s t e m o
; - v i s  D a m :
:
r ipar t  f rom the  dam and sur rounr r . ing  rnudf - 'La ts  (v le l -1 -popu la ted  w i th
la rge  and smal1  wa, tc r fow.1-  a"nd  wade:s )  t - ; -eere  are  t ' / " r r  o ther  reward ing
z o n e s  f o r  b i r d - w a ' L c h i n g :  t h e  m a i r - ' i :  a n d  m i n o r  r i v e r  b e d s  ( n o w ,  i n
S e p t e m b e r ,  q u i t e  c r y )  t h a l  f  l . o r . . ;  i n t , -  b h e  d a m  f r o m  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ;
and the  t ree- f i ' i nq .ed  edge. . ;  o r  the  i i - l .L1s  on  two s j -des  o f  the  dam.

The minor  r i ver  tha t  f l -ows f ron  the  i . i c r th  and en te :s  the  dam near

t h e  o u t f l o w  t o w e r  i s  a l s o  t h e  l a t e  e v e ; l . i - n g  r o u t e  t a k e n  b y  k u d u  a n d
b a b o o n  w h i c h  m a y  o f  ; . e n  b e  s e e n  d r a n a t i c a l ! . y  s i l i r o u e ; t e d  a g a i n s t
l a s t  t i g h t ,  f r a m e d  b y  i , c a c l a  h e r e r o e . i s j - . ;  a n d  g i  r  a f f a e "

I n  t h e  l a t e  c . f t e r n o o n , ' t o  t h . :  E a s t  o f  - : h e  d a m  a r , , -  i n  f r o n t  o f  a
f i n e  y o u n g  c a c i a  k a r o o  I  h a v e  : : e c e n t i f  i  s e e n  s m a r l  m i x e d  b i r d
p a r t i e s  o f  l 1 : 1 b a  l r ' i n c h  { P 8 3 C  - n d  V i - o l . e i - , - - e a r e d  V v a x b i l l  ( R 8 4 0 )

f e e d i n g  o n  o r  n e a r  t h e  g r o u n d  "  T '  :  s  : : e q u i r e s  a  l o n g  p a t i e n t  w a t c h
b u t  t h e  s m a l 1  s c e n c e  h a s  a  c a l : n : ' - . L  q ' - r e 1 i t ) ' l i v e n  a d d e d  d e p t h  b y
t h e  l o w e r - k e V e d  c o l o u r a l ' . j o n  o f  f e n r e l e s "  a r r c j  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a d d i t i o n


