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Date z 25/25 May

Total  count t ime: t  hours

To ta l  w i l debees t  coun ted , : 2 360+

+'  Tab le  I  g i ves  the  c le ta i l ed  coun ts ,

Table Aer ia l

WIIDEBEEST COUNTS : 1976.

census of ma or Blue  Wi ldebees t
so O S ur

2 ,Jq'{

Area : Mr bar i  eastwards around southern edge of  Pan to Beiseb-
vlakte, including Gobaubvl-akte and Ombika.

L.2 .  Persons : H. Berry
M. de Jager

Af11qfq€!: Super Cub at 50 mctres altitude and. ap,prox. 130 km/h.
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Totals

The bracketed f igures d.enote est imates whi l -e the
f igures preceding the braekets are the actual  counts
made with the aid of  aer ia l  photographs.
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Discuss ion

Percentage calves aged. 3-4 months in a sample of 1 375 animals
$B/.  ot  the total  populat ion) which lncl-uded bul i -  herds and
mixed .  herds  =  2415 / " .

Percentage calves aged. 3-4 months in a sample of  I  176 animals
$O% of  the  to ta l  popu la t ion)  wh ich  cons is ted  o f  mixed.  herds
cn ly  -  29 ,9%.

Sot i tary,  terr i tor ia l  bul1s compri ,sed. 3/"  of  the tota]
popu la t ion  (  lO ou t  o f  2  360) ,  c f  .  2% in  1974 (Beryy  e t  a1 .L975) .

BB% of _the populat ion comprised. herds of  10 or more animals,
cf  .  52/"  tn L974 (Berry et  a l .1975).  The largest herd
encountered. was 199 animals.

The total-  populat ion showed a cont inued. d.ecrease from 3 7L7
in  1973 (Jouber t  e t  a l .  1973)  to  3  30o Ln  L974 (Beruy  e !  a l  .L975)
to 2 360 in l-976.-N6--aerial counts were possible :.rr19'-75f
The L973-L974 decrease was IL/" ;  the L974-L976 decrease was 2B/ ' .
I t  must be remembered that the May L976 count is for  several
reasons  no t  a  good eompar ison w i th  the  prev ious  eounts ,  v i -z . :

i ) .  a f ixed,-wing aircraf t  was used.,  not  a hel i .eopter,

i i ) .  one observer counted.,  conpared. to two obser fe rs ,

September  ( r973)1l-l_ I .

- c -o -o -o -o -

the count was in May compared to
and.  Ju ly  ( I97+) ,

iv).  t  hours were f lown compared to 48 hours (1973)
and 60 hours ( t9 l+) ,

v ) .  d . l f f e ren t  p i l o t s  were  p resen t  j . n  a l1  th ree  yea rs l
censuss ing .


