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ATDRTAL RECONNAISANCE: ETOSHA, JARUARY 1973

1. The Piper Super Tudb, with ¥r. . de Jager as pilot,

was made available for this purposze irom Januwary 17th

t¢ 1uth inclusive. Two flights per day were carried out

in an attempt to cover most of the areas rswoved Ifron
well-travelled roads. Information gainsd Irom road fatrols
are included in this report as this was an attempt tc
discover the Jistribution of the game,

2e Weeatner. Thunderstorm cordi%tions existed in the
afternoons, theer llmltlng flying to the morning and

early afternoon. Very littie rain was encountered
although certain areas appeared to have had considerzble
rain. Some of the western pans had open water while others
apreared decidedly mudly. Cnly in a few areas has the
grass responded to the meagre rains: a few square miles to
the north of Okondeka, in the vicinity to the south of Batiaj
along the southern boundary from Mooiplaao to near Govaubj;
Olifantsbad area, the southern boundary in the vicinity of
Mara and Obab and in Owambo, Grazing is in extremely poor
condition, 33pe01allj 80 in Khoabendes and Kaross and in the

winter grazing areas along the perimeter o* the Pan and

Andoni.v‘

G

A

3¢ Plamingo (Greater ?) were seen on the Ekuma and
Oshigambo Rivers as well as the Andoni waterhole.  Estimated
total is under 1,000 birds. ‘

4o Fences and breaks. Twenty three breasks were counted
between Kowaris and the southern border of Kaross. Two
breaks were in Kaross itsclf. Onde Roan waz seen less
than % a mile from the one break. Elephants were seen
standing 30 yards north of the border near Onaisso and a
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largze hnerd was se2n near Onaisso. In this arza the fence
has not yet been erected. Elephants are going to cause many
and continuous breaks in this area.

5e Andoni. Most of the game on Andoani drinx at the Andoni
waterhole. Only a few zebra were seen at the nertnernwart
drinking place. At least half, if not more of the game on
Andoni Testimated at near 9,000 head of zebra and wildebeest)
were north of the border. At onz place about 50 wildebeest
were seen lying in an old juarry a mile from the tarred road.

6. Birthse. All sgecies aprear to have ataried 2 -~ 3 weeks
later than usual. Zebra foals are rare except at Andoni.
Wildebeest calves are also rare other than at Andoni.

- Springbok calves are not plentifull. Gemsbok and Hartebeest

aprear to be ueormal. 0f the impala 3 young were reported
at Mamutoni during tue widdie of January and a few were seen
on Zhoabesndes. No ran with calves wers seen, Birth
gtatistics will be checked,

Te Tisbtribution. See attached marps, Wildebeest wnld
zebra are concentratad maianly on areas where new grass is
aprearing (see weather) and on Andoni. Tne general
impression i3 that, due to the poor veld ¢ 'Pthﬂon, the
grazers nave digpersed in searvh of better grazing. Ko
b1v concputratlong 0% sSpringock were seen. Gensbok and
har ebeegt are also widely distersed with occasional herds
cf ze .sbok. A few scattered eland were szsen, mostly btulls,

S Tarcss / Khoabendes. Xhoavendes had artroximataly

40 roan and 30 imprala. On faross must of the gume was found
south of Kerosshoex znd the xzountainous areas to the south
and west of Sebrapongp. Numereus elaad yearling calves dere
geen in the herd. A few widely seperated roan were also
seen. The following numbers were counted:-

Roan: 56 Ixpala: 4o
llountain zebra: 52 Zebra: 116
Giraffe: 72 Kudu: 32
Gemsbok: 185 ) Rhino: &
Eland: +87 Ostrich: 20

9. In conclusion I would 1ike to stress once more the
importance of do;ng at ieast one or two hullcopter couunts

- this year,

Jd.3. DU PREEZ
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