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1. This cencus was carried out by f4.C. Reid znd J.S. du Preez,
o Maritz was the pilot. llap 1 shows tne order in which blocks
were covered.

. 2e The totals for this count are included in this regort,
as well a3 a comparison with the totals for the last 3 counts.
Note that there was a uistake in the rhincceros total for the
September count, which shoulu be 34, not 56, The totals from
the helicorter cencus of Xaross and Kaoabendes in September are
repeated in this count, since thit count was .ore accurate than
a count from the Piper Cub and the camps nre restricted areas.

3. ~EBRA:

The drop 1n numbers is probably insignificant when cowmjared

with the accuracy with which %these animals caii be counted, - The
concentrations weres= Otjivasanéu area includin; Kaross and Khoa-
bendes 5503 Cmbika 3503 Southern pan®s edge 1900 plus Charitsaud
vliakte 750; Gohaveb aiea and scattered over the south-east

sector 5503 Tisner’'s Pun 450; Andoni 3,20C, The latter is as
usual the best estizate possivle, Many of the roups seemed o
be mcvin; east from the region socuth of Hal: li.

g

4. 17, DEBEEST AﬁD ANTONI  PLAING:

fhe total 13 much tne same as that obtained in September, Tie
nain concentrations .eres- the .uns edge from Charitsaub to
east ol Batid 1,100 rishers Pan and surroundin: area 500;
Beisen 10C3 Andoni about 1,200,

It can be seen that almost h»lf the Park’s Wildebeest ure on
Auconi plains (39%). They ure concentrated exclusively around
the waterhole, close %to the vorder, where they nre kunown to bve
sudject t0 human predatione In addition, one waterho_e just
outside the reserve coantains abundunt wutery; +two on the northerm
edge of Andoni also contain abundant water, one of which is oo
galty to be useabley and one on the northern edge just east of
the afcrementioned has been opened and is now =2lso supplying
water, At the time of the count, there were only 22 Springbok
north of the border, 18 at the southern waterhole,
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5« SPRINGBUCKS ,

Distribution follows that of Wildebeest quite closely, main
concentrations being Andoni, Pan’s Southern edge including
Charitsaub, and Fisher’s Pan area. There were a few round
Okondeka, Leeubron, Ozonjuitji m’Bavi and Grootvlakte, Apart
fror this Grootvlakte was conspicuously bare of game. Springbuck
are tending to form large herds now,

G GEMSBUCK ¢

. As befoyg, fhey 38 BALPLYn®ealiberadiin SBahbi1§TIuRET HReLEh-
L n8982128bserver error.
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Te KUDU, ELAND, HARTEBEEST AND GIRAIFE:

Numbers are all down, in the case of e€land and hartebeest,
drastically. This is probably due tc tre increasi:g of the
chunging condition of the veld, In addition, hartebeest and
eland are now widely scattered in small groups. One group

of 8 eland included 3 calves, seen on l.11l.72 at the old Namutoni
gate.

8. ELEPHANT

Concentrations weres- north-east of Otjivasandu, the Onaiso and
northern border area 2503 Northern vorder and 19th parallel
east of Onaiso area 150; Xameeldoring area over 100; south-
eastern sector around Dungaries over 503 Elandsvlakte under 50,

9. RHINO: B . :
The. rhaino recently released at Ombika was seen to be in gocd 22&,&5
condition, about a mile west of Omblka waterhole and a mile Re u <
north of the southern border, Another animal was seen about 5
niles west o1 this one, and a third 3 miles south-~east of

Ckaulcue jo. '

10. OS2 <ICHs

This is tae ovreedins season for Os.rich, and {ive nests were

seen, (As opposed to 2 during the previous count) 5 Groups

of young chicks were seen and one nest in the process ¢f hatching;
4 cnicks were aiready hatched and both pareants were standing

over tne nest shading ite _§ Targe floc%§ of adults or subadults
were seea, comgprising 15, 22, 8, 10, 9. ¢

11. Though warthog are not ccunted, conspicicugly fewer were
se.n tzan oa previous counis,

12, Two narked wildebeest were ceen on 31/10 =t 10:00 am. in
a group cf 65 on the Fan’s edge east of Itoshu. One had a
white ziid the other a yellow neckband,.

13. 3 Spotted hyena were secn, 2 drinking at Aroe abnut 09:45
am, and one at Ombika waterhole about C8:20 an,

14, In the area of the southern dolomite hills, several large
rainwater pools were scattered in the veld, A significent
number of animals were present, including eland and h=artebesst.
Pools were found north~east of Dingaries, north of Dana-orp.,
south-west of Logan’s island and large quantities of water west
of Homab, In each case small groups of animals were cresent,

15. The followin, carcasses were seeni=

- a young wildebeest calf at the tip of Bast loop of Ombika,
30/10. Vultures were present, but the carcas h.d not been

eaten.

- subadult wildebeest on the east loop near the main rozd 6/11
in the same condition i.e, not a sign of predation on the carcass,.
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- rhino carcass n=2ar tne nortnern border -in Otjivasandu area,
- 2 gemsbok outside the rark next to the rfence, also in the
west; doss and coats were in the vieinity,
- a young elerhant ncar Onancombati, The tusks .ere tresent,
not much had been eaten from the carcass, but it was at the time
covered with vultures, 26/10, '
- a young eleznant on the aorthern border aorth-east of the
rrevious case. Tusks were present and the animal was quite
ireshly deade The herd of about 20 had surrounded the body
and were stand.ng there hiding it until frightened off by the
aircraite 26/10.
- a wildeveest 200 yards out on the Pan at : prlngbokfonteid
31/10 - extensively eaten 10:10 am., probably killed the previous
.sll ghte

16. The following woterholes were dry, out had cignpif
concentrations of animals prevent:= Aus, J ‘4¢%%;Q41ﬂ 1>££q,4$
Dungaries,
Zlandsvlakte

17. The pan ncar Springbokfontein was heavily marked by animal

tracks geing HX - 39,

18. AL least one spriaguok lamb was seen in o herd anear Okondeka.
19. A herd o soots aad a doz were round incide the Fark aorth-
eass of Xoxnrec,

20, A large nerd o catble vere zound at Dolemietpunt w:terhole.
3 zale lions were in the vicinity,

21, Patterns of c¢cnceantrations and .ovements oi animals are

emerzing which siould cermit meaningful delinection ¢ cowiting
b’ocks QJ early NeXT yoale

POTALS  1CR ABRIAL  CENCUS 2541072 « 2,11,72:

Plains Zebra 8468
¥ildebrest 3078-
Gemsbuck 1719
Springbuck 2969
Kudu : 821

Hartebeest - 128

Roan 114
Inpala 199
Mountain Zebra 396
Giraffe 461
Eland 224
Elephant 686

Oatrich 468
Rhinocercs Ry B
Lion 43.
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