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Game Census - 3itosha = April 1972,

Pilot -~ N, Mdaritz, - -
Total flying time - 35 hours as from 13/4/1972 to 27/4/1972.
‘Aircraft « Piper OSuper Cub,

The game rescerve was divided into blocks to facilitate counting
and refuelling. Areas of Kknown game concentrations were 2nclosed
in the smallcr blocks., Tlights were made along pre-determined
strip, these strips Dein; approximatily 1 mile apart. Areas of
low jame concentrations were crossed by means of zigzag flight
patterns, Actual counts were aaede with the use ¢f the tape-
rocorder unw Lrocussed after the ceunsus,

weathner an. veld coaditions. At present onccasionel showers and
iewns

thuaderstor.as are still Loeing experiencsod over this area,
ik '

Jdany pans still nave water, making che unse of fountains by jame
unnecceasy, oaall arcas ol the pan itself - the tkuna delta,
!

Foacher's Podint, isher's Pap and the crainage line in tac pan -
lave woter, The dkuma, althouzh full, is not draining inte the
pan. ost of the sang sulh as Unonjcoke Yan and hatsks rau, are
£full or half-full, <Ceonerally, the srass nas recovered fron the
2arly, drouzht. llowever, the ceara around Adamax and wewntwards
towiurds Charl llarais am appears barren and devoid of srass,

iost of the iJire-breaks are covercd wnith grass and siust be scraped
within the wunext Tew moths. -

Animals counted,
Feb, 1970 Nov. 197C Feb. 1971  April 1972

Zebra 7,274 6,318 10,376 12,874
Wildebeest 4,789 3,586 3,740 3,194
Springbok 4,131 1,854 4,409 4,008
Gemsbok 1,532 1,064 1,717 2,612
Kudu 161 400 195 195
Ostrich 1,653 276 8§11 1,201
Cland 55 216 128 315
Giraffe 392 156 403 538
Elephant 494 232 124 447
Lions 10 21 22 40
Rhihno 0] 3 2 10
Roan - - - 30
Nartebeest 12¢ 16 241 203
Mountain Zebra 0 0 2 148
Impala 0 0 0 125
TOTAL 25,943

2/0....0
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Remurks, ) -
Allthough it appears that the zebra have incrcased by, 2,500
attention must b drawn to the fact that this might be due to

an error in counting., It is suspected that 3,000 zebra, which
i1ad been countud at lgeubron, and moved to the target range und
were counted again the loilowing day.

Numerous newly born jgemsbok and kudu calves werc observed, -
Jemsbok usually calve early in the year und this observation
raices some interestins possibilities, especially if it is

borne in mind that the rains werce Z months late - delayed —
implantation or delayed birth? The kudu calves have confirmed

the calvin;; time of iarch,

The delayed rains wmight have been the reason l{or the high
elephant count - they mizht have been prevented from mlgratlno
to thae east aad west by %the lack of rain water,

Last yeur an helicopter- count was made of the XKaross quarantine
camp and this count wWas HOW repcated with the Piper~Cub for
comparative purposes. 1 do not have the totals obtained from
the helicopter count - theses can bo obtained from dr. lfofmeyr -
but oselow are the totals obtained from my count, :

T Waes IOADENDUS -

Zcbra 59 o1 ,
JMountain Zebra 30 25
Noaun 16 64 —_
opringbok i 0
Geis ook 293 6

Sland 120 G —
giralfe 175 1
Ostrich i1 D

Iuico 51 1 .

apala 52 71 -
Kaou _46 3

TOTS 940 202 = Vw2

Difficulties are expericnced with various game species aand the
counting procedure:

éigzz ‘are often found in large numbers making

. s individual counts impossible,

Springbok o

Kudu - scattered in bush and tend to hide from the
aeroplane,

The other species occur in smaller numbers or family parties
and are easy to count individually. -

//(////
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