NAMIBIA BIRD CLUB

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

LANIOTURDUS publishes articles and notes of broad birding interest to
the me_mbership of the Namibia Bird Club. Contributors should look at
recent issues of the magazine for guidance on suitability and presentation
of material. Manuscripts in English, German or Afrikaans are requested
and should be typed in double spacing on A4 paper. Sketches, maps and
figures should be submitted on good quality white paper in black ink.
High contrast black and white or colour photographs may be submitted to
illustrate articles. Artwork illustrating any aspect of birds and/or birding
are also requested. The editor is allowed a wide latitude in his choice of
materials, thus any views and opinions expressed here are not necessarily
those_of the Namibia Bird Club. All material in LANIOTURDUS is
copyright and permission to reproduce material should be negotiated with
the Editor.

Authors are requested to submit articles on a computer disk (MS-DOS,
low or high density, 5.25" or 3.5"). The preferred wordprocessing
programme is WordPerfect, but Word, Wordstar and Multimate and a few
other commonly available wordprocessing programmes can also be
accommodated. Please mark which programme has been used. If you
do not have one of the above programmes please submit an ASCII
conversion of you manuscript. Handwritten articles are sure to be delayed
as the current Editor and co-Editors are unable to spend a great deal of
time typing articles. Handwritten short-notes and observations are
acceptable but please make sure they are legible - typewritten is always
better and invariably requires the author to give some thought to what is
written (less editing is therefore required).

All disks and photographs will be returned to authors - manuscripts will
not be returned. A single copy of the Volume issue in which your article
appeared will be sent to the senior author.

All contributions for LANIOTURDUS should be sent to:

The Editor LANIOTURDUS, Namibia Bird Club, P.O. Box
67, Windhoek, Namibia.
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ihre Giste sehen wollen. Sie fahren sehr langsam zwischen
abgestorbenen Bdumen im Wasser, und man kann Biiffel, Impala,
Wasserbdcke, Krokodile und Nilpferde aus nichster Ndhe sehen.  Auch
an die Vogel kommt man sehr nah heran, und man kann sie
verhiltnismiBig gut fotografieren. So bekamen wir die Vogel vom
Kariba-See gut zu sehen. Auf den toten Baumen im Wasser sahen wir
immer wieder den Schreiseeadler Haliaetus vocifer; insgesamt sahen wir
ungefdhr 15 von diesen prachtigen Greifvogeln. Den Klaffschnabel
Anastomus lamelligerus sahen wir sehr nah, auch den Jacana
Actophilornis africanus, den Edelreiher Egretta intermedia, Graureiher
Ardea cinerea, Kuhreiher Bubulcus ibis, Brauner Sichler Plegadis
falcinellus, Seidenreiher Egretta garzetta, Zwergrohrdommel Ixobrychus
minutus, Riedscharbe Phalacrocorax africanus, Schlangenhalsvogel
Anhinga melanogaster, und die Sporengans Plectropterus gambensis.

Was man leider nicht durfte, war vom Motorboot aus ans Land gehen. Ich
glaube, dann hitten wir noch mehr Vogel gesehen.  Aber wir hatten
genug zu tun um den Schreiseeadler zu beobachten, seinen Ruf anzuhéren
und zu sehen, wie diese verhiltnismaBig grofien Vgel sich um die Beute
anderer zanken und gewandt zwischen den Baumen fliegen.

Ansonsten kann man sich an Bord gut erholen, das Essen ist vorziiglich,
und die Bedienung ausgezeichnet und sehr freundlich.

Auf dem Flug nach Windhoek wurden nochmals alle Erlebnisse
durchgesprochen. Diese Reise war groBartig, aber wie immer, viel zu
kurz.
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EASTER LONGWEEKEND TRIP TO SUSUWE CAMP,
KWANDO RIVER
Daphne McGivern
P.O.Box 110, Windhoek, Namibia

Most of the group of 26 birders arrived at Susuwe by midday on Easter
Friday, despite the lack of petrol at Bagani or Mukwe. There was a fairly
high level of excitement, partly due to finally being there so far from
Windhoek, but also because of the 4 lion tracks found by the rangers that
morning on the road past the camp. The afternoon was spent setting up
camp and visiting the Hippo Pool with its dozen resident hippo.
Saturday morning started with a walk in the bush around camp which
lasted for about three hours. It was very productive and we were able to
get good sightings of African Golden Oriole, Gymnogene (mistaken
initially as an elephants ear), Rackettailed Roller, African Cuckoo and
various vultures soaring overhead. Chris pointed out the differences
between Forktailed Drongo, Black Flycatcher and Black Cuckooshrike all
of which occur in the area.

Saturday afternoon we all squeezed into two vehicles and set out South of
the main road past "Doppies”, the derelict army base, past the Hippo Pool
to Nambwa campsite. We spotted amongst others Copperytailed Coucal,
a melanistic Gabar Goshawk, African Marsh Harrier and Yellowbilled
Egret. Chris's party continued down to Horseshoe while we returned to
camp to prepare for our evening braai before dark. The "dormitory.
camp" (as Chris dubbed us) had already finished eating when Chris's party
returned from their drive. He had been delayed by three herds of
elephant!!

Later that night we had success in calling up a Barred Owl into the large
tree in the centre of camp. We were also lucky to hear a Pennantwinged
Nightjar calling. We were still wandering round in the dark following owl
and nightjar calls when the lions announced their close proximity to camp
with a few roars which put things back into perspective for a few of us.

On Sunday morning, before most people broke camp to set out for Poppa
Falls or Grootfontein, we set out for a final drive down to the Doppies
area. A big thank you to Ruby Duffield-Harding who elected to stay at
camp and look after the children who were having far too much fun neck-
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deep in dirt to accompany us. En route to the main road we found the
spoor ot the 4 lion which had walked back down the track towards the
main road. Once again we had good sightings, this time of Pygmy Geese.
Bearded Woodpecker, Scimitarbilled Woodhoopoe. Bluecheecked Bee-
cater and Giant Eagle Owl. At the Kwando Bridge later on we saw
Coppery Sunbird, Swamp Boubou, Malachite Kingfisher and were given
a quick revision on swallows, swifts and martins which were flying
nearby.

It was unfortunate that we could not have Chris at our beck and call all the
time and but this led to some good natured disagreements on bird
identification. Some folk were adamant that a juvenile Martial Eagle was
indeed an Ayre's Hawk Eagle and a dead Bronzewinged Courser was
passed off with the comment that it was "some sort of plover". 5o to
Chris. thank you for "making" the weekend for us with your sense of
humour. patience and the enthusiasm in which you shared your knowledge
not only of birds. but of the bush in general.

With 121 species seen on the weekend the general feeling trom all
participants on this trip is that we would love to go back again, for a
longer period!

FAHRT INS KAOKOLAND
Siegfried Glatke
P.O. Box 3473, Windhoek, Namibia

WNach dem guten Regen von 1994 - 1995 im Kaokoland beschlossen wir,
mit 2 Autos den Kunene zu erreichen. Ende Mai 1995 ging es los fiir 10
Tage in Richtung Sesfontein iiber Kamanjab und die Khowarib-Schlucht.
Von Sestontein tuhren wir dann iiber die Giribes-Vlakte und Purros nach
Orupembe.

rlach der zweiten Nacht, die wir 20 km vor Orupembe verbrachten.
viollten wir am selben Tag dann im Hartmannstal den Kunene erreichen.
5 km vor Orupembe sahen wir eine Gruppe von 6 Riippelstrappen
Eupodotis rueppelii, die schr zahm schienen und sehr schon in threm
Geflieder aussahen.
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Dann ging es westwirts in Richtung Hartmannstal: schnell konnte man
nicht fahren. es waren Klippen aut der Pad und das Gras stand tiberall bis
71 900 mm hoch. Dauernd muflten wir abbremsen. denn die Damara-
Felsenspringer Achaetops pychnopyveius rannten erst ein Stiick vor unserem
Auto bevor sic links oder rechts ins Gras abbogen oder hochflogen. Im
Hartmannstal und am Kunene sahen wir so gut wie keine Vigel. was sehr
enttduschend war.

Im Marienfluss dagegen war es wieder anders; das Gras stand auch hier
wieder sehr iippig. ganze 900 mm hoch, tiberall so weit das Auge reichte.
Was uns hier besonders auffiel, waren die vielen Harlekinwachteln
Coturnix delegorguei die immer wieder vor dem Auto auftlogen und nach
kurzem Flug im Gras verschwanden. Die Kiiken, die wir sahen, rannten
ein Stiick ins Gras und legten sich flach auf den Boden. Auch hier am
Kunene sahen wir eigentlich sehr wenig Vgel: abgesehen von einigen
Kuhreihern Bubulcus ibis, die morgens und abends flach {ibers Wasser
fiogen, beobachteten wir noch den Gelbschnabeltoko Tockus flavirostis
und Brillenweber Ploceus ocularis.

Juriick ging es dann iber 'Rooidrom' nach Orupembe, Sanitatas. und
Omutati nach Kaoko-Otavi. In der Nihe von Omutati, am Hoarusib,
sahen wir unsere ersten Monteirotokos Tockus monteiri. die wir dann
immer wieder beobachten konnten bis wir in Sesfontein ankamen. In
I'wyfelfontein wurde nochmals tibernachtet bevor es nach Windhoek
zing.  Hier beschlossen wir dann, nicht im Zelt zu schiafen.
Ausgerechnet in dieser Nacht nutzten drei Schleiereulen 7yvo a/ba den
Baum, unter den wir schliefen, als Ausgangspunkt fiir ihre Streiftliige.
Man kann sich vorstellen, dafl wir kaum Schlaf fanden.
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