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in the British Museum, and thanks to Mr. R. H. N. Smithers and Miss
Mary Paterson have also had the loan of some thirty specimens in the
National Museum, Bulawayo, and to Dr. H. Schouteden, of twenty in the
Congo Museum, Tervuren.

Evidence of breeding in the northern part of the range, which for the
present purpose may be taken as the area north of the Zambesi, is as
follows. In the British Museum there is a female collected by Lynes near
Dilolo, southern Belgian Congo, 6th September, and labelled ‘‘soon to
breed’’ (this was duly recorded by Lynes, Rev. Zool. Bot. Afr. 31, 1938: 74).
In the Northern Province of Northern Rhodesia, as recorded in ‘‘Ibis’’,
1956: 601, 1 collected two males near Fwaka, 11-12th August, and four
near Kawambwa Ist September. All showed gonad activity, the testes
averaging about 8 x 5 mm. In the latter locality, moreover, an aerial song,
with rapidly fluttered wings was observed. Less conclusive evidence is
forthcoming from immature specimens, perhaps fully grown, though it
is unlikely that they had moved far from the site of breeding. These have
the dark coloured parts of the plumage brownish rather than blackish,
with a tendency to isabelline marginations, especially in the wings, while
the white of the underside is somewhat isabelline in tone, and the markings
on the chest are less heavy than in adults. There are the following such
specimens :— (a) British Museum: one, Luangwa Valley, 16. 12. 05
(Neave); one, Zambesi, two, Kafue, 26. 12. 98 (Boyd Alexander) (from
““Ibis’’, 1899: 6534 it is clear that these three were all collected on the
left bank of the Zambesi, near its confluence with the Kafue). () National
Museum, Bulawayo : Kasama, 30. 11. 54. (¢) Congo Museum, Tervuren :
Kasaji, southern Congo, 13. 10. 50 (two) and 26. 10. 50. Verheyen, ‘‘Ex-
ploration du Parc National de I’Upemba’’, 1953: 424, describes such a
specimen collected at Kilwezi, 18th August. Incidentally, there is another
immature specimen in the British Museum, collected by Mrs. B. P. Hall
near Panda Matenga, north-eastern Bechuanaland, 25th November, and
discussed by her in *‘Ostrich’’, 1956: 103.

Considering material apparently adult, northern specimens tend to have
the markings on the chest heavier than in southern. The difference is not
such that I am prepared to designate the difference formally by creating
a new subspecific name. Nevertheless there is this distinct tendency. In the
National Museum, Bulawayo, six specimens from the Northern Province
of Northern Rhodesia have the markings decidedly heavier than in three
from the Okahandja River, South-West Africa (February), two from
Nata, Bechuanaland (January, February), and two from Francistown
(January). Fifteen specimens from Southern Rhodesia (January, one;
February, two; March, one; April, five; May, four; July, one; November,
one) are closest to the Bechuanaland and South-West African specimens,
the chest markings being relatively scanty. On the other hand, specimens
from the south of Northern Rhodesia are on the whole closest to those
from further north. This certainly applies to four out of five from Living-
stone (all May), though the fifth is closer to more southern material. Of
two from Mazabuka (both April), one is more like southern material,
the other northern. One each from Chilanga, Mpika and Bulaya (all May)
have the chest decidedly heavily marked.

Of material apparently adult in the British Museum and the Congo
Museum, as might be expected, practically all the specimens examined









