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EDITORIAL 

h S nd HAA. Symposium on African 
As most of you probably know by n_ow, ltMe eco in Bloem(ontein from 8-11 April 
Herpetology will take place at the Nattona useum 

1991 (see announcement on page 2). 

. 8 posters and 2 slide shows. It is quite 
To date, titles have been received for 31 pape~, 

1 
with reptile husbandry. Surely there 

surprising however, to note that only 8 papers ea 

are more husbandists around? 

. . 't d to the Symposium. They arc Prof. 
At this stage four Guest Speakers have been IDVI e k , The Amphibia of 

. . N I) h · rhaps best nown ,or J 
JC Poynton (Umvers1ty of ata • w 

O is pe . A hib ·a :zambesiaca (with Dr 

s~u;hern Africa: a fauna/ study an~ the four ::rt se{:e;ge:f rr \Agama International 

D.G. Broadley as c<rauthor), Mr. rt . ) who is currently building up the 
Herpetocultural Institute, {!nited States of Amenca • f in 1990 bred 750 lizards; Dr. 

world's largest lizard breed1~g farm and who ~ai·s\::we) wh~ revised FitzSimon's 

D.G. Broadley (Natu~l HlS
tory Mu_seu°:i 

O 
d ~sed nu'merous African snake and 

Snakes of southern Africa and has reVIev._-e an f Aaron Bauer of Villanova University, 

lizard genera; and well:kn~ herpetoloSgistkPro i·ke these how could anyone dare miss 
United States of Amenca. With Guest pea ers 1 • 

the Symposium?! 

• b held during the forthcoming Symposium, 
Regarding the HAA. General Meetmg, to e th HAA Constitution 

I would like to remind m~mbers that any ~m~~td:et~ts,:~ Se;retary i~ writing by 8 
which they may want to discuss, must be su m1 e 
February 1991 (see African Herp News 13: 5-14). 

Finaily, I would like to thank those persons who contributed articles and news items for 

this issue of African Herp News. 

All the best for 1991. 

Mike Bales 

Chairman/Newsletter Editor 
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INSflTllflONAL NEWS 

CURRENT HERPETOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND RELATED 
ACTMTIES IN NAMIIHA 

Namibia has a wide diversity _of landscape and a broad herpetofaunal diversity to 
match. At last count, 52 species of frogs and 222 species of reptiles occur or are 

expect~d to occu~ ~ere: The greatest diversity of frogs and amphibious reptiles are 
f~und_m the Capnvi_ stnp as one would expect, and the Namib Desert hosts the largest 
d1vers11y of endemic and near-endemic reptiles; fully 90% of Namibia's endemic 
herpetofauna (mainly Gekkonidae) are from the Namib, pro-Namib and adjacent areas. 

Past 1'.'orkers _h~ve had a great interest in the Namib Desert, more so that any other 
area m Nam1b1a, and this m-part led to the establishment of the Namib Desert 
Research Station at Gobabeb in 1963. The presence of this station has ensured that the 
momentum created by earlier researchers would be sustained. The station has been 
involved with studies which have led to approximately 40 papers on Namib Desert 
herpetology, about 8% of the station's entire output. 

The State M_useum of Nami~ia houses the national collection, and very occassionally 
house~ a n~t1onal herpetologist as well. During the past 20 years, herpetologists have 
been m residence for a total of only four years. Consequently, most recent work has 
been done by visiting foreign scientists. This historical situation is also reflected in the 
paucity of type material lodged in the museum; of Namibia's 27 species of endemic 
herpetofauna, only 6 species are represented by holotype or paratype material. The 

State_ Mus:eum currently houses 7 ~00 reptile specimens and 850 amphibian specimens, 
and 1s bemg curated by RE. Gnffin (Curator of Arachnids, Myriapods and Lower 
Vertebrates). 

Current activi_ties involving Namibian reptiles and amphibians can be split into three 
broa~ categones_: 1) Research cond~cted by the Ministry of Wildlife, Conservation and 

Tounsm, th1s _be1?g con~~llon onentated, 2) commercial enterprises (three crocodile 
farms are active m Nam1b1a, and on~ rep_ti!e park_ is now under construction), and 3) 
research conducted by local and foreign visiting scientists, which is usually academic in 
nature. Below is a list of active programmes in the latter category: 

Comparativ~ Re~roducti~ Biology and Behavioural Ecology of Agama aculeata and 
Agama plancceps in the Wmdhoek area, N. Heideman (University of Namibia). A long-
term programme. 

Ecological Physiology _of the Savannah Monitor, Varanus albigularis, JA. Phillips 
(Center for Reproduction of Endangered Species, Zoological Society of San Diego). 
An 18-month study centered in the Etosha National Park. 

Ecophysiology and Biology of Angolosaurus skoogi in the Northern Namib Dunes M.K 

Seely_ (Desert Ecological Research Unit, Gobabeb ). A broad spectrum and' ever-

evolving long-term programme, involving a number of specialist visiting scientists in 
particular D. Mitchell (University of the Witwatersrand) and B. Clark (Universii; of 
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Cape Town) who is now conducting full-time lab and field work on the physiology of 

this lizard toward a phD degree. 

Herpetology of the Namib Desert west of the 100 mm lsohyet, W.D. H~acke (Transvaal 
Museum). A long-term opportunistic and comprehensive study started m 1963. 

Two new projects have recently been registered, but as yet are still in the infant stages 
(in Namibia at least): Communication and Social Behavio~r in Barking ':3eck<_JS 
(Ptenopus), S. Telford (University of Cape Town), and Evolution of the Bufonidae m 

Southern Africa, M. Cherry (South African Museum). 

Several other herpetologists visit Namibia irregularly and opportunistical(Y: A.~. Ba~er 
(Villanova University), Investigation of the Phylogenetlcs, Systematics, H1sto~cal 
Biogeography, and Evolutionary Morphology of the Herpetofa~na of South~rn Afnca, 
with special reference to the family Gekkonidae; A. Channing (University of the 

Western Cape), Biogeography and Systematics of Southern African ~ura; K. Nagy 
(University of California, Los Angeles), Ecophysiology of Desert Re?llles; P. F~ed 
(Houston Zoo) Parasitology, and Husbandry of Southern African Reptiles. In addition, 
several local Southern African herpetologists are working on Namibian fauna as part of 
their broader-based surveys, i.e., D.G. Broadley & J.C. Poynton in their Amphibia 
Zambesiaca; D.G. Broadley in his various revisions of Southern African genera, and as 
reviser of "FitzSimons Snakes", as well as including the Caprivi Strip .in his 
Herpetologica Zambesiaca; and W.D. Haacke, and W.R Branch, in their broad 

Southern African surveys. 

Herpetological research in the Ministry of Wildlife, Conservation and Tourism 
(formerly the Department of Agriculture and Nature Conservation) is conducted by 
myself, the Small Animal Biologist. This is not a full-time assignment though, as I also 
have 140 species of small mammals and approximately 250,000 species of invertebrates 

to look after. The main thrust of our research is to define the "conservation status" of 
all these species, and to monitor species of conservation concern. Since the taxonomic 

status/systematic placement of a taxon is the first point in defining a spe~ies' 
conservation status, considerable effort is now being put into this aspect. Detailed 
taxonomic and/or biogeographical studies are currently underway with Aporosaura, 
Mero/es and Pedioplanis (with D. Gordon, formerly of the Transvaal Museum), 
Homopus bergeri, Python sebae and Python anchietae (with W.R Branch), ~amibian 
Cordy/us species (with P. Le F. Mouton), and Namibian frogs (with A. Channing). Red 
Data Books are now in preparation and will define the conservation status of every 

species of Namibian reptile and amphibian. 

Surveys of reptiles llnd amphibians are being conducted in all Namibian Conservation 

areas, with the aim of producing guide books for each area. Each guide book will be 
detailed enough to be of use to local conservation staff and visiting scientists, and 
general enough to be of interest to tourists as well. An additional long-term project is 

to produce a monograph on Namibian lizards. 

The problem of the Eastern National Water Carrier (canal) was reported on earlier 
(see J. Herp. Assoc. Afr. 36: 36-37). The problem still exists as no practical method ha~ 
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yet been found lo exclude local wil~life from the canal. We are currently testing a 

number of structures, several of which show promise. Mortali ',v ,ates are intensively 
measured twice a year, during winter and summer. ' 

Y,.~e are also en_gaged in a Python anchietae captive-breeding programme, which is a 

J0t~I venture with t~e Transvaal Snake Park. Our involvement revolves around our 

~es1_re !o make captive-bred specimens available to foreign research and educational 
mshtuttons, ~nd_ to s_upply specimens to known (legitimate) breeding programmes to 

ensure genetic drvers1ty of these captive populations. A spin-off of this programme may 
be a reduced demand for wild-caught specimens. 

The late!t addition to our pmgramme is a capture-mark-release programme on the 

Green ~ urtles wh~ch aggregate at the mouth of the Kunene River. The disjunct 
populatto_n . of Nile Soft-Shelled Turtles which also occur there are also 
opportumst1cally marked. ' 

~stly, anoth~r aspect of ~he co~i:v3tion side of Namibian herpetology deals with the 

illegal trade m local repllles. This 1s a South African-based market, centering around 

Joha?~e~urg an~ Cape 1:own. Animals are illegally collected 11nd exported from 
Nam1b1a, illegally 1mport~d mto the Republic of South Africa, and supplied to local and 

-overseas coll~tors, . f':'re1gn markets and museums ( as preserved specimens). To our 

kn~l~dge, this ~~Mty h~ not yet caused any serious conservation problems. The 
maJonty_ of Nam1b1~n species of conservation concern are protected by their habitat 
and habits. The habitats of some rupicolous species are, however, limited in extent and 

~ay be destroyed b~ unscrupulous collectors. Stricter border control, since Namibian 

•~dependence, and increased fines (up to R20 000 for some reptile species) may 
discourage some collectors. 

Submitted by: Mike Griffin, Biologist - Small Terrestrial Animals, Ministry of 

Wildlife, Conservation and Tourism, P.O. Box 13306, Windhoek, Namibia, 9000. 
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TRANSVAAL DMSION OF NATURE CONSERVATION 

A final report on the project "The distribution and status of rept!les and amphi~~ns 
in thf' Transvaal" was submitted during 1990. Altogether, 212 reptile and 53 amph1b1an 

taxa were recorded from the province, of which four were described during_ the stu~y. 
Another 15 incorporated in the species accounts remain to be formally ~escnbed, while 

new taxa exist in the complex genera Lygodactylus, Bradypod1on and Ped,op/ams. 

The report also proposes several nomenclatural changes, inc!uding the elevation to 

species status of Afroedura multiporis with A. m. haacke1 clO:SCIY . relat~d. The 
Pachydactylus capensis complex has been sp'it into three species, mdudmg P.c. 
capensis, P. affinis and P. vansoni. However, additional work ~eeds to_be conducted on 

these sibling species as the formulation of a workable key 1s of pnme concern and 

needs to be addressed further. 

Although there is some difference of opinion as to the validity of Agama aculeata 

annata, in the Transvaal, this taxon as described by Peters (188~) occurs only to the 
north of the Soutpansberg and is recognisable by the total reuculate nature ?f the 

gular. Its apparent geographical isolation in the _T~an~al lea~ n1~ t~ accept 1t ~s a 
valid taxon. Nucras taenioiata ornata has been spht mto N. holub, which 1s charactensed 

by a series of alternating light and dark _dorsal stripes while N._ omata is a large eastern 

species which may have a vertebral stnpe. Cordy/us vandam1 has been re-elevat~d to 

species status, while changes to the genus Platysawus have already been published 

elsewhere (J. Herp. Ass. Afr. 3{i:51-63). 

The report incorporates many range extensions, a few of which have been p~blished in 

the Journal of the Herpetological Association of Africa 34:50 and summanzes much 

existing biological knowledge, including observations made during the survey. 

The Transvaal roug,'lly incorporates 50% of the species and subspecies of herpetofau~a 

found in South Africa. Of the 265 taxa found in the province, 225 are to be found m 
one or more conservation area. This means that 40 species have not been recorded 

from any formal conservation area to date .. However, as surveys of such areas are still 

incomplete, it is possible that some of these species will indeed be found in rese~es. 

During this survey, six species which had previously been recorded from the proV1nce 

were not found. These include an endemic species, Tetradacty/us easrwoodae from the 

Woodbush area, a species which may be extinct as a result of a~forest~tion. These 

species will now be the target of more in-depth surveys, hopefully with pos111ve results. 

Such surveys will be initiated during the coming summer months. 

At this stage, research is focussed on sorting out the genus Lyg°'!actylus, w~ich ~II 
hopefully be completed soon. The publication of my final report wil) also receive high 

priority in order to make it available to interest parties, a feature which I am unable to 

do at present owing to the voluminous document. 

Submitted by: N.H.G. JM"obsen, Directorate: Nature and Environmental Conservation, 

P. Bag X209, Pretoria, 0001. 
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