
African Herp News 
 

Newsletter of the 

Herpetological Association of Africa 

Number 56               APRIL 2012 



HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
http://www. wits.ac.za/haa 

 

FOUNDED 1965 

The HAA is dedicated to the study and conservation of African reptiles and amphibians. 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in the African herpetofauna. Members receive the 

Association’s journal, African Journal of Herpetology (which publishes review papers, research articles, 

and short communications – subject to peer review) and African Herp News, the Newsletter (which 

includes short communications, natural history notes, geographical distribution notes, herpetological 

survey reports, venom and snakebite notes, book reviews, bibliographies, husbandry hints, 

announcements and news items). 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S NOTE 

Articles shall be considered for publication provided that they are original and have not been 

published elsewhere. Articles will be submitted for peer review at the Editor’s discretion. Authors are 

requested to submit manuscripts by e-mail in MS Word ‘.doc’ or ‘.docx’ format. 
 

COPYRIGHT: Articles published in the Newsletter are copyright of the Herpetological Association 

of Africa and may not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 
 

The views and opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

COMMITTEE OF THE HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
 

CHAIRMAN 
Aaron Bauer, Department of Biology, Villanova University, 800 Lancaster Avenue, Villanova, 

Pennsylvania 19085, USA. aaron.bauer@villanova.edu 
 

SECRETARY 
Jeanne Tarrant, African Amphibian Conservation Research Group, NWU. 40A Hilltop Road, Hillcrest 

3610, South Africa. jeannetarrant@ymail.com 
 

TREASURER 
Abeda Dawood, National Zoological Gardens, Corner of Boom and Paul Kruger Streets, Pretoria 0002, 

South Africa. abeda@nzg.ac.za  
 

JOURNAL EDITOR 
John Measey, Applied Biodiversity Research, Kirstenbosch Research Centre, South African 

Biodiversity Institute, P/Bag X7, Claremont 7735, South Africa. john@measey.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bryan Maritz, School of Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg 2050, South Africa. bryanmaritz@gmail.com 
 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 
Graham Alexander, School of Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 2050, South Africa. graham.alexander@wits.ac.za 
 

Michael Bates, Department of Herpetology, National Museum, P.O. Box 266, Bloemfontein 9300, 

South Africa. herp@nasmus.co.za 
 

William Branch, Curator of Herpetology, Bayworld, P.O.Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa. 

wrbranch@bayworld.co.za 
 

Andrew Turner, Scientific Services, Western Cape Nature Conservation Board, Private Bag 5014, 

Stellenbosch, 7600, South Africa. aaturner@capenature.co.za 

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Hyperolius pusillus from near Nelspruit, South Africa. Photograph by: Bryan 

Maritz. Canon EOS 50D (1/250, F25, ISO 200). 



Natural History Notes 

28 

REFERENCES 
 

ALEXANDER, G. J. 2007. Thermal biology of the Southern African Python (Python 

natalensis): does temperature limit its distribution? pp. 50-75. in Henderson, R.W., 

and Powell, R. (eds.), Biology of the Boas and Pythons.. Eagle Mountain Publish-

ing, Utah. 

WHITTINGTON-JONES C., WEST, S., MATABANE, A., KOKO, R., MOLABA, W., MOT-

SAMAI, J., MAKOLA, J., MPHUTI, A., & NDZHUKULA, S. 2008. The herpetofauna of 

Gauteng: distribution and status of reptiles. Report Volume 1. Chief Directorate of 

Nature Conservation, Gauteng. 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

GAVIN P. R. MASTERSON, JACKSON LEPHUTING, JOSHUA MATHE-

BULA, EUNICE SHIRINDA, Chief Directorate of Nature Conservation, Gauteng 

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 72 Market Street, Johannesburg, 

2000, South Africa. E-mail: gavinmasterson@gmail.com. 

***** 

GEKKONIDAE 

 

Chondrodactylus bibronii (Smith, 1846) 

Bibron’s Thick-toed Gecko 

 

ENDOPARASITES 

 

Chondrodactylus bibronii occurs mainly in the Cape Provinces of the Republic of 

South Africa, barely extending into the adjacent Free State and Namibia (Branch 

2004). They are gregarious and often live in dense colonies on rocky outcrops, but also 

under loose tree bark and around houses (Branch 2004). The following helminths: 

Cestoda, cyclophyllid metacestodes; Nematoda, Skrjabinelazia ornata, Spauligodon 

smithi; Acanthocephala, cystacanth were previously reported in C. bibronii (as Pachy-

dactylus bibronii) by Goldberg and Bursey (2002a). The purpose of this note is to add 

to the helminth list of C. bibronii. 

Twenty C. bibronii (mean SVL = 71.8 mm ± 5.0 mm, range: 60—79 mm) collected 

in 1970 from Botswana (n = 16), Kgalagadi District, 1 km W Tsabong and the Repub-

lic of South Africa, (n = 4) Northern Cape Province, 121 km N, 16 km E Upington and 

deposited in the herpetology collection of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 

County (LACM), Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. (Republic of South Africa LACM 

82828-82831; Botswana LACM 82848, 82850-82854, 82857, 82858, 82861, 82862, 

82864, 82868-82871, 82896, 82897) were examined for intestinal helminths. The 

stomachs had been previously removed and were not available for examination.  

The body cavity was opened and the digestive tract was removed, opened longitu-
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dinally, and examined under a dissecting microscope. One cestode and 953 nematodes 

were found. The cestode was regressively stained in hematoxylin and mounted in bal-

sam. The nematodes were placed in a drop of glycerol on a glass slide, a cover slip was 

placed on top.  The preparations (cestode and nematodes) were studied under a com-

pound microscope.  One cestode, assigned to Ochoristica truncata, was found in the 

small intestine of LACM 82828 (prevalence [number infected lizards/total lizards exam-

ined X 100] = 5%; mean intensity [mean number helminths per infected lizard ± 1 SD] = 

1.0. )  A total of 7 nematodes, assigned to Parapharyngodon rotundatus were found in 

the large intestine of LACM 82853, 82861, 82870 (prevalence = 15%; mean intensity = 

2.3 ± 1.7 SD, range = 1-3) and a total of 946 nematodes, assigned to Spauligodon smithi, 

were found in the small and large intestines of 14 C. bibronii (prevalence = 70%; mean 

intensity = 67.6 ± 89.0 SD, range = 1-302).  Voucher helminths were deposited in the 

United States National Parasite Collection (USNPC), Beltsville, Maryland as: Oochoris-

tica truncata (USNPC 105227), Parapharyngodon rotundatus (USNPC 105229), Spauli-

godon smithi (USNPC 105228).  

Oochoristica truncata is widely distributed in Old World reptiles primarily from Af-

rica and the Middle East; hosts are listed in McAllister et al. (2011). The life cycle of O. 

truncata is unknown but beetles serve as intermediate hosts of the congener O. anolis 

(Conn 1985). Parapharyngodon rotundatus is endemic to Africa and has been reported 

from a variety of lizards also listed in McAllister et al. (2011). Spauligodon smithi was 

originally described from C. (as Pachydactylus) bibronii by Bursey et al. (1997) and was 

subsequently reported from the same host by Goldberg and Bursey (2002a).  It has been 

reported from Adolfus jacksoni, Colopus wahlbergii, Meroles suborbitalis, Nucaras tes-

sellata, Pedioplanis lineoocellata, Pedioplanis namaquensis, and Ptenopus garrulous, 

(Goldberg & Bursey 2002a, 2002b, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2009; McAllister et al. 2010). 

Parapharyngodon rotundatus and Spauligodon smithi have direct life cycles and infec-

tion most likely occurs by ingestion of eggs (Anderson 2000). Chondrodactylus bibronii 

represents  a  new  host  record  for  Oochoristica  truncata  and  Parapharyngodon           

rotundatus. 
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