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INTRODUCTION 

Namibia's dry landscape and patchy wetlands concealasurpris- 
ingly wide variety of fishes. All but one of the permanenrly 
flowing rivers are in the nonh. These are; the Zambezi river and 
the Kwando - Linyanti - Chobe system in Eastern Caprivi. the 
Kavango and Kunene Rivers. Together with the oshona in 
Owamho thew wwetlands support a large and diverse indigenous 
fish fauna. The Orange River in the south is also a large 
perennial river but the fish community is cnmparatively small. 
The intermittent westward flowing rivers of the interior, and the 
impoundments on them, suppon a iiqh fauna of large1 y inuoduced 

or translocated indigenous species. There are, however, scat- 
tered records of a few hardy species occuring in semi-permanent 
pools in these rivers. The sinkholes and caves in the Karstveld 
area are also home to a few species of which two are endemic. 

As there is no published checklist for the fish of Namibia. we 
have compiled one from the available literature. The fishes of 
each major wetland region are indicated. This list must be 
considered incomplete until more intensive surveys are under- 
taken and published, particularly of the Cunent: River (sec van 
der Waal. this volume) and [he episodic westward flowing 
riven and their estuaries (see Loutit, this volume). 
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Checklist of the fishes in Namibia for each wetland region f a m i l y ,  species and common name. * = present; R = rare; 
E = endemic; V = vulnerable; 
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MORMYRIDAE - elephant snou?s 

.f~ippopr,rflmyr~rs un~orgii 
Slender stnnebakher 

Hippopornmyrrr.~ discorI~ynchus 
j l ~ r n k 7 i  pm~fi~h 

Hippoporomyrw pupp@nA~~mI 
M(inr~wniu.u nlucrrr/~p~dnrus 

Bulldog 
.. Mnrmyrrt.r Imtrdo 

Wcrtcm bonlenose 
Pe!rr~epIralrrs cosrosrm 

Churchill 
- Pnllimyrrts casrelnaui 

Dwarf r!oncharher 

KNERIIDAE - kncria~ 

Kneriu on~o/tnsi.r 
Angola kneria 

Knrrro mvdr l !~  

CHARACmAE - mbhem 

Bryrifiuf hrrmi1i.r 
,d Bryrinrrs lafemlis 

Stripped mbher 
,' Hydmynrrs v~rrarus 

mgcr fish 
Micrulcxtcs acutidcns 

Silver robber 
Micral~stes arxyrotaerria 

,/ Rhuhdulesres maunens1.r 
Qkavangn robber 

HEPSWDAE- pikes 

.., Hepsefw orhe 
Afrimn pike 

DISTICHOWNTAE - ciiharincs 

+- Hemigrammharm muchudw' 
Dwad citharine 

~Hemigrammochorar mulnfaxciafrrs 
Mult~harcithwinc 
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Freshwater Fishes 

CYPRINIDAE - minnows & 
yellow fish 

Barhrts oenerts 
8arhrr.t afrovernavi 

Spottail barb 
Barhas unoplus 

Chubbykad barb 
40rbrrs hornnrdi 

Blackback barb 
' Burhas hurt~tsccn.rrr 

Bamtw barb 
htrhrrs h f r e n u ! ~ ~  

Hyphen barb 
4 n r h s s  crdrrn~fonii 

UpperZamhezi yellow f s h  
Borha r dorsolin~urus 
Rarbus culaenia 

Orangfin barb 
-8urhrrs fasciolrrtur 

Redharb 
Barbrrr haurianrrs 

Sicklcfin harh 
Barhrcr Loluhr 

Smallmouth yellowfish 
Barbrrs ho.~pes 

Namaqua barb 
Batb~rs Irrvr~nir 
Barhus krmherley ens~s 

Largemouth yellowfish 
- Eurhrrs /rnemcrtta!u.~ 

Line-spotted barb 
Barbus murro~i 

Papennoulh 
Barhrrs mulrilineuts 

Coppership b r b  
Barhr~s pulad~nnrw 

Straightfin barb 
- Barhas poerhir 

Dashtail barb 
Barhas P I I P I I I I F  

Dwarf harh 
,Barbus rodbarus 

R&yc barb 
Barhus rangnnd~nsis 

Redspot barb 
' Barhus rl~amalahnemis 

liamalakanc barb 
Borbus trmsarulatus 

Threespot barb 
Barhu.r NnllUenl~IIL5 

Longbeard barb 
Coplosrmharhw wittei 

Upjaw barb 
Cyptlnus rorp~u 

carp 
hbeo unsot$ii 
h h o  cupensis 

Orange River Iako 
Labeo qlmdrrcu~ 

Redcye Isben 
Labea lrtna?us 

Upper  Zambezi labeo 
Laberr molyhdinus 

Lead labm 
h b e o  ruddi 

Silver labco 
Labeu umhrarrrr 

Moggcl 
M~mbolu brevianalis 

R~ver sardine 
- Opsaridium zambezen~e 

Bamd minnow 

rock catfish 
uchcno~oIanis ngamensis 

Zambezi gnrnter 
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Freshwat~ Fisher; 

AMPHnIIDAE - mountain 
calfish 

Stargazer mountam catfish 

I SCHILBEIDAE- butter catfish 
I 

Schrlhe mvsrus J .'ft'' ' ' V  

Stlver catfish 

Clurros cavernirola 
Cave catfish 

Clarras dunrenlri I C .  liacephalrrq 

4 
Okavmp catfssh 

Clurras gorrrpmas 
Shnrptooth cat6sh 

-Clnrrar nxlrmensrs 
Blunttooth catfish 

Clanas smapper~ii 
Blo~chcd calfinh 

Clurrus rhedorae 
Snake cat941 

Clunottohes p/atyprosopos 
Broadhead catfish 

Clrilo~lanis fosciurrrr 
m k  caflct 

Chilogfanis neumunni 
Newmann's m k  catlet - Synodonris kqmrdlrlus 
Zcoparrl squeaker 

Synodnnris mur~rosflp?w 
brgespo~ squeaker 

. S y d o ~ ~ r  r rri~rnmucu1a~~r.1 
Spoltd squeaker 

Sy~donrrr woosnomi 1 Synodorrlrs Upper Zambeu sp. no.v q u d e r  1 

(S mucrostcrma) 
- Sydonris sp. nm. 2 

(S. wnd~rwaalil 

C r n O W N T l O A E -  
topminnows 

plocheitich~hys hurerenui 
Mesh-scaled topminnow 

plochcilich!l!ys johnsfon~t 
Johnson's topminnow 

-7iploch~rhchthys karun,qae 
Striped topminnow 

Nolnhranchius sp. 
Striped killitish 

TRPmichromb elongotus 
B a r d  jewelfish 

Oreochromis an$ersnnii 
Thmspot tilap~a 

Oteorhromis macrochir 
Green-headed tilapia 



1 Freshwater Fishes 

Orcorhromis mos.mn~brrr~~ 
Mocambique tilapra 

/Pba'yn~ochrunris &r/in#i 
Zambezi happy 

---Pseudnr7~rtiIuhrrrs phiiond~r 
Southern m o u t h w c r  

Eart 
Caprivi 

S e m a w d m m s  (Suior~ochromrs) 

Serranochromis angusricppsicepx 
Thmrace largemouth 

Serranoc!rrnmrs Ionginraarts 

lupin rc1du1Ii rendaEli 
Nonhcm rcdbreareaul bream 

-iWapra sparmrrii 

Thorucl~romi.r huy~i 
Throat hmmis ulhluhrrs 
I)r!hochrnmr~ machodni 

ANABANTIDAE - clirnmg 

C t e n o y  intermdium 
Dwarfclfmbing perch 

I~rropovnn mulrl.~p!lrrs 
Many-spined cl~mbmg pcrch 

~ t h i n m u s r a c e ~ l ~ ~ r f r e n a ! ~ ~  
hngta~led spiny eel 

Ocellated splny eel 

ESTUARINE AND 
MARINE FISH 

WeXANCHlDAE - cow sharks 

Notoiynchus cepediunrrs 
B& no* wzvengitl shark 

CARCHARHIHIDAE - 

fur char hi nu^ bmchyur~s 

Mi~sreius rnuarelu 
Smwth-hound 

Mwreius paiumhes 
White spolted smooph-hound 

Triukis rnegulnpterur 
Spotted yllyshark 

ALOPlIDAB -thresher sharks 

Alopias superciliosus 
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Esluarine and Marine Fish 

POLYNEMIDAE 
Polydacrvtus sp. 

Threadfin 

ATHERTNTDAE - silversides 
.;cliep,~r!iu hrcvrrepr 

Cape silverside 

GOBIIDAE - ~obics 

Awunrts ~lrrneensrr 
Gohronellrr~ Iepturus 
Nemaro~ohirr r un.rorRer 

ELEOTRtQAE - sle.epef; 

Eleorr~s rirmra 
Rorun~a lehreronis 

SCOMBRIDAE 
Sromher jnporrrrus 
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