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HOY_WELL_DO_YOU_KNOW_THIS_BIRD? (1)
South African Shelduck - - Graukopfgans - - Bergeend

TADORNA CANA (Roberts No., 90)

Tdentification

This large chestnut-coloured duck occurs at dams and vleis
where the water is shallow and there are stretches of wet mud,
Adult females have a variable amount of white on the face and
a grey neck, Adult males and both the young (less than eight
months old) males and females have a grey head and neck,

Shelducks are likely to be confused with only two other species.
Most confusion occurs with Egyptian Geese (R 89) which are similar
in size and especially in flight pattern. Both Shelduck and
Tgytian Geese have black(ish) flight feathers and a white shoulder,
They are best seperated when standing or swimming when the differ-
ence in colour is most obvious, The Egyptian Goose is duller in
colour with a greater contrast in colour between the dark back

and pale underparts, whereas Shelducks are evenly coloured above
and below, The dark brown ring on the neck of Egyptian Geese is

a mark that can often e used to distinguish these species in
flight. Adult female Shelducks wmignt, because of the white on
their face, be confused with whitefaced Ducks (R 100)., However,
Shelducks are considerably larger, lighter coloured and have
conspicuous white patches on the shoulder whereas VWVhitefaced

Ducks are small, dark and have no white on the wings (see Roberts

Plate ¢ in latest cdition.).

General introduction

This harmless species, which feeds largely on vegetable matter,
is found only in Southern africa where it 1is mainly distributed
in semi~arid areas such as the Karro in South Africa and Great-
Namaqualand in Namibia/S.W..Africa. The number of Shelducks has
probably been considerably increased by man's provision of suit-
able water bodies - ecither farm dams or large reservoirs,
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