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South  Af r i can  She. lduck  Graukopfgans  Bergeend

TADORNTi CAl.lA ( R o u e r t s  \ J o .  9 O )

I d e n t  i f j - c a t  i o n

Th is  l a rge  ches  tnu t - c  o lou rec l  duck  { l cc r l r , s  a t  dams  and  v1e  j - s

w t re re  t he  r va te r  i s  sha . I l o r t '  and  the re  a rq l  s t re t ches  o f  we t  n lud .

Adu l t  f ema ] -os  ha \ re  a  va r i a .b le  amoun t  o f  r sh i t e  on  the  face  and

a  g r e y  n e c k .  A d u l t  m a l - e s  a n . d .  b o t h  t h e  y o u n g  ( f e s s  t h a n  e j - g h t

n ron ths  o ] . d  )  n ra les  and  fen ra les  hawe  a  g re l /  he .ad  and  neck .

S h e l d u c k s  a r e  l i k e J - y  t o  b e  c o n f u s e c l  w i t h  o n J . y  t r r o  o t h e r  s p e c i e s '

M c s t  c o n f u s i o n  o c c u r : s  r c i t h  E g y i : t i - a n  G e e s e  ( R  8 9 )  w k r i c h  a r e  s i m i l a r

i n  s j - z e  a n d  e s p e c i e i l l y  i n  f l i g h t  p a t t e r r l o  R o t h  S h e l d u c k  a r r d

E g l S i a n  G c e s e  h a v e  U l a c k ( i s }  )  f l i g h t  f e a t k r e r s  a n - d  a  - " * h i t e  s h o u l d e r .

T i rey  a re  bes t  sepe r . i t eC .  i vhen  s tand ing  o r  sw imn i i ng  when  t k re  d i f f e r -

e n c e  i n  c o l o u r  i s  n o s t  o b v i o u s .  T L r e  E g y p t i a n  G o o s e  i s  d u l l e r  i n

c o l o u r  w j - t h  a  g r e a t e r  c o r - r t r a s t  i r t  c o l o u r  b e t r r e e n  t ; h e  d a r k  b a c k

a n d  p a l e  ' - r n d e r p a r t s ,  w h e r e a s  S h e l d u c l < s  a r e  e v o n l y  c o l o u r e d  a b o v e

and  be low .  The  r l a r k  t> ro r r i : l  r i - n61  on  the  neck  o f  Egyp t i an  Geese  i s

a  m a r k  t h a t  o a n  o f t e n  b e  u s e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  i n

f  l i g h t .  A d u l t  f e m a l e r  S h e l d u c l c s  i : l i 1 1 , i r t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  o n

t h e i r  f a c e ,  
' b e  

c o n f u s e C  w i t h  r l h j  L e - - f  a c e c l  D u c k s  ( p -  f O O )  .  H o w e v e r ,

S h e l d u c k s  a r e  c o n s i r l c r a b l y  l a r g e r ,  l i g h t e r  c o l o u r e c l  a n d  h a v e

consp i cuous  r vh i t c  l . , a ' cches  on  t t r e  sho r - r l de r  l vhe reas  i t h i t e faced

Ducks  a re  s r i r a l J . l  c l a r k  anc l  have  no  r r . h i t e  on  t k re i  r n ' i ngs  ( see  P .obe r t s

P t a t e  9  i r r  i a t o - s t  e r . - l i t i o n .  ) .

G e n e r a l -  i n t r o d u c t  i o r r

T h i s  h a r m l o s s  s i r o c i e s ,  w h i c h  f e r , - . d s  l z r r g e 1 1 ' o n  v ( , r g e t a b l e  t n a t t c - r t

i s  f o r rn< i  onJ -y  i r t  f i ou t i r o rn  r ' f r j - ca  r " i r c . r c - '  i t  i s  ma in l y  d i s t r i bu ted

i n  s e n i - a r i d  r r 1 ' o a s  s r - r c i l  a s  t h e ' K a r r o  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  G r e a t -

Nama< lua lanc i  i n  Na rn ib ia /5 . l i ' . r ' : f r i ca l  .  The  number  o f  She lducks  has

p r o b a b l y  b c e n  c o n s i d c r a b l y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  r n a r - t . I  s  p r o l / i s i o n  o f  s u i t -

ab ] -e  we r t c r  bod ies  -  e i t l - r c r  f e t rn  da rns  o r  l a rge  rL rs { - ' l - vo i r s .
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