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Congo-Kinshasa: U.S. Imposes Visa Ban On 8 Linked to Wildlife Trafficking
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The East African (Nairobi) (nttp://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/) 14 DECEMBER 2021
By Patrick llunga

The US on Monday announced visa restrictions on eight DR Congo nationals involved in wildlife trafficking, in the latest whip on supposed illegal revenues fuelling
conflict in the central African nation.

Their names were not disclosed but the decision is part of the US move to target a crime seen by various analysts as a threat to security, economic prosperity and
rebuilding of the country.

The eight people, believed to be connected business and political players in the country, are accused of having a hand in trafficking of ivory, pangolin scales and rhino
horn; products of endangered species.

"We are sending a message that wildlife and timber traffickers are not welcome in the US. The United States is committed to working with DRC government authorities
and the Congolese Institute for Nature Conservation (ICCN) to disrupt trafficking networks and combat wildlife trafficking globally," the US State Department said in a
statement.

On November 4, last year, two Congolese traffickers were arrested in the US and about $3.5 million worth of ivory, rhino horn and pangolin scales were seized following
more than two years of multinational cooperation between the US Embassy in Kinshasa, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), and the Congolese government.

The operation was aimed at disrupting a wildlife trafficking operation.

The US State Department explains that its actions are under Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), which targets wildlife and timber
traffickers who are suspected of being, or have been, complicit or involved in the trafficking of wildlife, wildlife parts or products.

Washington said the visa restriction policy is designed to disrupt the movements and activities of transnational criminal organisations involved in wildlife and timber
trafficking by making it more difficult for them to smuggle illegal wildlife and timber.
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AllAfrica is a voice of, by and about Africa - aggregating, producing and distributing 700 news and information items daily from over 100 African news
organizations and our own reporters to an African and global public. We operate from Cape Town, Dakar, Abuja, Johannesburg, Nairobi and Washington DC.
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