
MITTEITUNGEN

ORNITHOTOGISCHB
ARBBITSGRUPPE
S C } { R I F T L E I T U N G :P O S T F A C H  6 7 ,  W I N D H O E K ,  S . W . A .

November 19741o .  ; Jah rg  "

Lrnioturdus torqurrus

Drosselwiirgcr

Uo"  8

H
9

H

(J
ch
Fl
F1
f  r ' l

(a
f r'l

t!

t)
F.1
F
r i .

U(t
z
f Y l

(h
(t)

B
<l
FI
q l

c
v
r h

z
f Y l

vl'11

<l
v l( l

al

F
f Y l

U
q

U

Fz
l t l

Q
v)

>
(t)

BREEDTNG OF THE BLACK EAGLE ON FARM ARIS W I N D H O E K  D I S T R I C T

J "  K inahan ,  Pe rcy  F i t zpa t r i c k  I ns t i t u t e ,  Rondebosch rC"P"
l '

Z U  S A M M E N F A S S U N G  \  i
l

f n  se inem Ber i ch t  sch re ib t  de r  Ve r fasse r  ueber  se ine  Beobach tun -
gen  be i  de r  B ru t  e ines  Paares  von  Ka f fe rnad le rn  ( {qu i l a  ve r reaux i - )
am sogenannten Falkenste in,  suedf ich von ht j -ndnoei : l *EFdEm;; - -
A r i s  "

Es  konn te  we i tgehende  Uebere ins t i f tmung  m i t  Garge t t  (1972)  i n  Be -
71 ' t . 1  a r r f  r l pn  Rru tan te i l  c i e r  be iden  T ie re  f  es tges te l  l  t  we rden ,  w ie
" s Y

e s  a u c h  a n h a n d  e i n e r  T a b e l l e  n a c h g , e w i e $ e n  w i r d "  V o n  d e r  B e o b a c h -

t u n g  u e b e r  d a s  V e r h a l t e n  d e r  b e i d e n  A l t t j - e r e  b e j - m  S c h l u e p f e n  e i n e s

K u e k e n s  w e c h s e f t  d e r  A u t o r  u e b e r  z u r  S c h i l d e r u n g  d e r  E n t w j - c k l u n g
d e s  N e s t l i n g s  v o m  J a h , : e  1 9 7 3  "  t l n t e r  B e r u e c k s i c h t i g u n g  d e s  K o e r p e r -
g e w i c h t e s  w u r d e  d a s  a n n a e h e r n d e  A l t e r  d e s  N e s t l i n g s  b e s t i m m t "  D i e

d a r a u s  r e s u l - t i e r e n d e n  D a t e n  w e r d e n  i n  e i n e r  G r a p h i l c  v e r a n s c h a u l i - c h t "

E n t g e g e n  d e n  B e o b a c h t u n g e r l  v o n  G a r g e t t  i n  d e n  I t l a t o p o s - B e r g e n

k o n n t e  b e :  d e n  h j - e s i g e n  A d l e r n  e i n e  g r o s s e  A u s w a h l  v o n  B e u t e t i e r e n

r e g i s t r i e r t .  w e r c l e n , .  d i e  e b e n f  ; 1 1 s  i n  e i n e r  T a b e I l e  a u f g e f u e h r t

s i n d "  I n  e i n e r  d r i t t e n  T a b e l l e  b e f a s s t  s i c h  d e r  A u t o r  m i t  d e m

i n t e r s p e z 1 f L s c h e n  V e r h a l t e n  v o n  G r e  f e n  n a c h  e i n e r ' K l a s s i f i k a t i o n

v o n  G a r g e t t "

I N T R O D U C T I O i {

As of  197: .  the breedi -ng
on  Fa rm A r i s  ( 22c  45 'S  1
f h a  \ / o : r q  n r a r - o r l i n r r  l c ) 7 1

J Y L

The  nes t  i s  s i t ua ted  a t  172512  rT l "dos " l .  c  6o  m  f r om the  g round
on the sheer  nor th face of  a  gran-r - te  inseTberg var ious ly  known
as  Va l kend r i f ,  Va l ken r i f f e ,  Fa l kens te i n  e t c " ,  abou t  2o  km sou th
o f  W indhoek "  The  nes t  i s  r e l i ab l y  r epo r ted  ( von  Ludw ige r  pe rs "
comm" )  t o  be  a t  l eas t  19  yea rs  o l - d "

797L  and  1972  we re  unsuccess fu l  yea rs ,  i n  bo th  cases  t he  nes t -
t i - ngs  dJ -sappeared  when  less  than  o i re  v reek  o1d"  However ,  i n  1972
j  t  was  poss ib le  to  ga the r  some da ta  on  i ncuba t i on  behav iou r "
1973  was  success fu l  and  the  eaq le t  v ras  r i nged"  I t  i s  repo r ted
(Ludw ig  and  von  Ludw ige r  pe rs "  comm" )  t ha t  t he  nes t  i s  i n  use
th j - s  yea r  ( L974 )  "  No  ev idence  i s  ava i l ab le  t o  sugges t  t ha t  t he
same pa i r  o f  b i rCs  used  the  nesL  - i - n  a l l  t he  yea rs  under  rev iew"

suCer€s  s  o f  E lac l<  Eag  1es  ,  Aqu i  1a  ve r reaux i  ,
7o  2o rE)  has  been  mon i to red "  t r t o  daFa-1n

was ava- i  lab le "

(  i o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3  )
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INCUBATION :

On  17 th .A .p r i l ,  1972 ,  a  number  o f  g reen  Rhus  l ancea  tw igs  had  been
added to the 1i-ning and on 7th May an e!fratff i  (von Ludwiger
pe rs "  comm.  ) .

No v i -s j - ts  were made to the nest  dur ing the i -ncubat ion per iod and
observat j -ons were made f rom a th icket  o f  Tarchonanthus camphoratus
about 3o m from the nest and at approximaffi E-fifrt-]f,T
per j -ods of  observat ion we! :e of  3  to  4 hours durat ion.

The s ing ld egg hatched on 17th June and was thus known to be in  the
nes t  f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  42  days ,  3  days  sho r t  o f  t he  known  incuba t ion
per iod r  so  i t  i s  assumed  tha t  t he  egg  cou ld  have  been  la id  on '4 th
May "

Observat ions on the shar ing of  incubat ion compare favourably  wi th
those  o f  Garge t t  (1972) ,  i n  t ha t  t he  sha re  o f  t he  ma le  was  m in ima l
and that  o f  the female maxj -mal  (Table 1)"  My observat j -ons showed
tha t  t he  ma le  i ncuba ted  ch j -e f  I y  be tween  09 ,oo  and  14 .oo  h rs "  ( i n
re la t i on  to  h i s  sha re  du r ing  the  res t  o f  t he  day )  and  these  sess -
ions on the nest  decreased in  length towards la te af ternoon" F iqp,e
the male is  known to feed the female dur ing the incubat ion per iod
(Garg_e t t  1972)  these  t imes  wou ld  sugges t  t ha t  t he  ma le  fo raged
main ly  dur ing the la te morning and la te af ternoon.  Nei ther  adul t
was  obse rved  b r i ng ing .p rey  to  the  nes t  a l t hough  on  the  day  o f
hatch ing the rema, ins of  one ProcaviC capensis  was seen on the
nest.o When .the rya.le a.rr ived to...as$.ume incubation the female oft.en
f l ew  o f f  immed ia te l y  i h  t he  d i rec t i on  f rom wh ich  the  ma le 'had  come. .
No prey was ever  seen on surroundin!  rocks,  a l though the ex is tence
o f  a  ' r k i l l i ng  s tone t '  was  repo r ted  ( vOn  Ludw ige r  pe rs .  i omm. )o  The
females shor test  incubat ion sess ions were around noon,  when she
spent  much t ime soar ing near  the nest"  The male was se ldom on
the  nes t  a t  t he .  t ime :

Tab le  1 :  Share  o f  f ncuba t i on  t

I

Recorded
Sess ions  o f
Incubat ion

Lengths of  Incubat ion
Sess ions  i n  M ins "

To ta l
recorded

%  S h a r e  o f
recorded

M a x .  M i n "
Incubat ion Incubat i -on
T ime  in  M ins "T ime

On 17 th  June  a t  11 "o5  h rs "  t he  fema le  was  on  the  nes t  when  she
became rest less and le f t - "  She c i rc led for  25 minso drrd then d is-
appeared"  The  ma le  a r r i ved  and  began  to  ' r i ncuba te r ' .  15  m ins "  l a te r
+ 1 . ^  . s ^ * r 1 ^Lrre rernct r -e returned"  Then both le f t  the nest"  I  c l imbed to a ledge
co 2o m above the nest  and saq that  the egg had hatched.  The pai r
re turned and the female began to brood the-  ch j -ck"  The eggshel l
had  d i sappeared  9o  m ins "  I a te r  (G i -nsbe rg  &  von  Ludw ige r  pe rso
commo )  o  When the nest  was v i -s i ted on the 22nd of  June i t  was
empty "

D  E  V  E  L  O  P  M  E  N 'T  O  F  N  E  S  T  L  I  N  G  ( I g73 )

By a compar ison of  body weight  data wi th  that  recorded by Garget t
(1972)  i t  was  poss ib le  to  de te rm ine  the  app rox ima te  age  o f  t he
1973  nes t l i ng "  The  ch i ck  was  thus  though t  t o  be  abou t  1o  days  o ld
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w h e n  f i r s t  s e e n "  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  i t  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  i v h j - t e  d o w n "  T h c
c o r p s e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c h i c k  w a s  o n  t h e  n e s t .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d i f f e r e n c e
o f  1 7 1 7  m m  i n  t a r s a l  l e n g t h  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  c h i c k  w e r e
4 2  R f t r  i - n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  c h i c k  h a d  p r o b a b l y  l i v e d  l e s s
t h a n  o n e  w e e k "  D a t a  c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n q  v i s i t s  i s  s u m m a r i s e d  i - n  F i -
g u r e  1  (  s e e  p a g e  2 )  "

P R E Y

C o n t r a r v  t o  f  i  o r r r e s  c o l  I  e c t e d

a l l  i den t i f i ed  p rey  was  e i t he r
b ruce i ,  rT lV  obse rva t i ons  show a

in  t he  Ma topos  (Ga rge t t  1972 )  when
Procav ia  capens is  o r  Dendrohv rax

+

grea tc r  va r j -e t y  o f  p rey  i t ems"

) ierus inaur i -s

Sur i ca ta  su r i ca t ta

Prono lagus  cauc inus

mos t l y  p lucked  h ind -
^ r l a r f o r q

h j -ndquar ters

t t

I n  1971  two  sku l l s  were  found  v , l edged  in  a  e raek  nea r  the  nes t i  They
were  o f  Cyn ic t i s  pen ic i l l a ta  and  Xerus  i nau r i s "  Rema ins  o f  P rocav ia
capensi-s--1TffirF)- weffio roui?T E-EiffiTar si tuati-on E&li:-il-
eTaCk  Eag le  nes t  on  Fa rm M idgard  (ZZo  05 'S  L7o  7Ot  E )  so  the  fo rmer
i s  poss ib l y  a  va l i d  p rey  reco r r l .

I N T E R S P E C I F I C E N C O U N T E R S

I n  t he  f o l l ow ing  t ab le  Ga rge t t ' s  ( 1972  )  c l ass i f i ca t i on  o f  pa ren ta l
reac t i on  o r  n^n - reac t i on  i s  used"  Pos i t i ve  means  tha t  t he  pa i r
d rove r r f f  t he  i n t r ude r ,  neu t ra l  means  no  reac t i on  by  t he  pa ren t s
and  nega t i ve  means  tha t  t he  pa ren ts  were  a t tackeC by  the  i n t rude rs  "

1

1

Tab le  2z  P rey  f ound  on  nes t  (  1973  )

P rocav ia  capens is

Spec ies no tes

Tab le  3 :  f n te rspec i f i c  Encoun te rs

Aegyp tus  t rache l i o tus

Fa lco  t i nnuncu lus

E lanus  Cae ru leus

Me l iE rax  mus icus

a
.L

3

.L

1

1

1
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